To the Council"

I will bring up a point of order and request an item on the agenda next Thursday.

  If I am not mistaken, a motion at a previous meeting was passed that we would investigate a plan for a trail from the entrance across from Gibbs House as a trail "accessible to people with limited mobility"  (not specifically ADA standards.)  It was not envisioned as simply improvement of the existing road, but to replace the previous Harris plan which would have had a negative impact on the Preserve.

Ever since I have been on the Council as the ALPA representative, we have been guarding money each year to finance the new trail.  That money was not part of the maintenance fund.  Since that money is still unspent, it seems reasonable that it be spent making a legitimate trail which would increase accessibility to the Preserve, even if it does not meet all the requirements for ADA certification, not simply improving an existing road.    (There is a belief, not yet affirmed by legal expertise, that the Preserve is not actually under legal obligation to meet ADA requirements.)   It does not seem to be a good idea to spend "maintenance" moneys on a trail which already has had an allocation and which would require less money than originally allocated to achieve our basic goal.

I believe that the Council should carefully consider this issue and make a plan based on all the foregoing research and discussion.

Lauri Holmes

-- 
Tom Holmes
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