Academic Integrity and Plagiarism
Consequences

· Embarrassment and inconvenience

· Failure of course or expulsion from school

· Revocation of degree

· Loss of job and/or ruined career

Why Document Your Sources? (Beer and McMurrey, 1997)
· Readers may want to find and use your sources
· Give credit to original author
· Avoid plagiarism

· Gives you credibility – shows that you know what has been done before
How to cite in text
· As author (1999) has stated…
· In one of the studies conducted by author (1999) …

· Author and author (1999) have discussed such an approach…

· Author (1999) used the concept of xxxxx…

· Author and author (1999) formulated…
· The XYZ process was originally developed by author in 1987

· …in the work of Author et al. (2004)…

· in a study conducted by author and author in 2004
· Author and Author (1999) proposed…
· Author (2007) investigated the phenomenon…

· A similar approach was used by Author (1977)…
Quoting

Note: quoting is not very common in engineering documents, compared to other disciplines.  Hence, you probably will not have that option, especially in graduate theses.  

Paraphrasing

You need to learn to rewrite things in your own words, using proper citation.  The Office of Academic Integrity at McMaster University has some good suggestions:

· Try to understand the idea you are explaining as completely as you can

· In your own writing, pretend that you are explaining this idea to someone who has never read about it before

· Look at several sources (not just one!) that discuss the concept, so that you can see different examples

I would add the following:

· If you are unsure, ask a friend or advisor for assistance

· Save all your notes and printouts

· Put quotes around notes copied from other sources

· If an idea or expression is yours, mark it as such

· Ex.: “My note: Ed E. 5/23/07”
· Save each draft of paper as a separate file – show how you developed your thoughts
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