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Overview of Presentation

ÅBackground of WMU, CEAS, & 1st-Year Learning 

Community Program

ÅStudent Demographics

ÅResults of Student Performance, 2nd Year Return Rates, and 

Satisfaction Survey

ÅComparison of Faculty Mentoring Strategies

ÅUse Assessment Data for Program Planning



Institution Background

Enrollment in Fall 2005  

ÅWMU -- 22,052 undergraduates and 4,187 graduates

ÅCEAS -- 2,151 undergraduates (10 engineering, 3 

technology, 3 applied sciences programs) and 429 

graduates (11 Masters, 5 Doctoral programs)

Degrees Awarded in 2005-06

ÅWMU ï4,674 Bachelors; 1,370 Masters; 68 Doctors

ÅCEAS ï339 B.S; 173 M.S.; 7 Ph.D.



Background -- First-Year Learning Communities

Å Involved 263 first-time, first -year CEAS students 

entering Fall 2005

ÅStudents placed into clusters of 2-to-4 classes together

ÅSome learning communities are program specific (CCE 

and Undecided), the remaining by math placement

ÅMentored by faculty (formal vs. informal) and TA

ÅCo-curricular activities to build connection, increase 

CEAS career awareness, and develop life-long learning 

habits (Session M1E)



Demographics of 1st Year CEAS Students

A heterogeneous student population as exemplified by 

1st semester mathematics enrollment (ACT Math ) in 

Fall Semester 2005:

ÅCalculus II or higher ï9.7%

ÅCalculus I ï31.5%

ÅPre-Calculus ï24.9%

ÅAlgebra II ï23.4%

ÅAlgebra I or lower ï7.0%

ÅNot enrolled in math ï3.5%



Demographics of 1st Year Learning Community

Å37 females and 226 males; 30 from URM

ÅMean ACT: Math (24.6) English (21.4) Science (24.1)

ÅMean # of HS courses taken: Science-4; Math 4.5

Å28% 1st-generation students

Å34.6% employed part-time (12 hours/week on-campus, 

16.4 hours/week off-campus)


