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Application for the 

WMU-AGEP FELLOWSHIP

sponsored by 

Western Michigan University and the 

Michigan Alliance for Graduate Education and the Professoriate (MI-AGEP)
Application/Eligibility Requirements
WMU-AGEP Fellowships are offered as part of an on-going federal program funded by the National Science Foundation. The fellowship supports the aims and requirements of the AGEP initiative: http://www.igert.org/agep.asp.  The program is highly competitive, and funding is limited.

1. To be eligible for a WMU AGEP Fellowship, applicants must satisfy the following requirements: a) possess United States citizenship; b) derive from African-American, Hispanic, or Native American (with tribal affiliation) heritage (proof of ethnicity may be requested); c) secure admission to a doctoral degree program (see #2 below) in a STEM (science, technology, engineering or mathematics) or SBE (social sciences, behavioral sciences, or economics) area.  In addition, the student should reflect a high level of commitment to the program and a deep interest in pursuing a teaching or corporate/research career in his or her respective discipline.  

2   To apply for the WMU-AGEP Fellowship, an application for admission to a doctoral level program must be submitted to the Office of Admissions.  Admission to a graduate program is not required for students to apply for the Fellowship; however, admission is required for students to actually be awarded the Fellowship.  

3.  The applicant must have provided, to the Office of Admissions, transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended since high school.  

4.  The applicant must include, with the application, two letters of recommendation, preferably from two former instructors or professors acquainted with one’s academic abilities, who can comment on the applicant’s potential for graduate study in a doctoral program (see page 4).  
5. The applicant must compose a personal statement as described on page four of this application.  

6.  A completed application, containing all requested information and including any required supplemental materials, must be submitted to the Graduate College, Western Michigan University, 1903 W. Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5242.  Deadline for submission for 2012-2013 is March 1, 2012.  Incomplete applications will not be reviewed (including those submitted without reference letters or with no transcripts on file at the University).
Award Details

Recipients of the WMU-AGEP Fellowship will receive a stipend of $20,956 (based on 2011-2012 rates) for four years (Fall $6,985; Spring $6,985; Summer I $3,493; and Summer II $3,493).  In addition, the appointment includes a tuition scholarship equivalent to required program hours; up to $1,000.00 in travel to one professional conference to disseminate dissertation research findings (AGEP sponsored); up to $350.00 for professional editing and formatting of the final copy of the dissertation.  
Although there is no service requirement attached to the AGEP Fellowship, the AGEP Fellow should demonstrate a commitment to participating in AGEP Alliance and other professional development activities, such as the AGEP conferences; the retention activities sponsored by the Graduate Center for Research and Retention; a commitment to teach/co-teach – and then deliver – a course in their area of expertise; a willingness to serve as mentors to both underrepresented students and majority students in the STEM/SBE fields and to engage such students in both private and public venues in an effort to disseminate information and to provide guidance and support.

To maintain the fellowship, the student must a) be in good academic standing (3.00 GPA or above); b) register for at least six credit hours each fall and spring semester and three credit hours each summer I and summer II session; c) receive a positive Annual Review; and d) have no incomplete lasting longer than one semester/session.  

Applicant Information
(  Name:




  Last



First


Middle


Maiden

(  Local Address:












Street 




City

State

Zip


(  Permanent Address:












Street 




City

State

Zip


(  Telephone: (Home)





(Cell)






(  E-mail Address:



(  Country of Citizenship:





(  State in which you claim residence:







(  The following information is requested from applicants for statistical reporting to state and federal agencies. 


African-American, Black  FORMCHECKBOX 

    Hispanic   FORMCHECKBOX 
          Native American/Alaskan   FORMCHECKBOX 
  












Gender:
Male  FORMCHECKBOX 


Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

(  WMU doctoral degree program (curriculum) to which you have applied or been admitted:

(  For which academic term are you applying to begin this award?
fall 
  










spring

 










summer I

  










summer II
 

(  Number of graduate credits you expect to have completed before the beginning of the semester of the academic year for which you are applying:   





(  Scholarships held to date:


(  Other honors received: 



(  Publications: 


(  Professional experience.  Provide names of employers, dates of employment, and type of work.  

a.














b.














c.













d.













Required Supplemental Materials

1. Transcripts.  List all educational institutions attended since high school, including Western Michigan University. If your transcripts are already on file with the Office of Admissions or if you are a Western Michigan University student, you are not required to submit transcripts with this application.  
Institution


State

Dates of Attendance
Degree Received or Expected

 to













 to














 to








 to

2. Academic References (two letters).  Have two former instructors or professors acquainted with your academic abilities submit letters commenting on your potential for graduate study. If such references are not available, students should provide letters of recommendation from two individuals who can attest to their academic capability in a graduate level program. The two letters of recommendation must be sent along with this application. A reference who wishes to submit a confidential recommendation may include the letter in a sealed envelope, signed across the closed envelope flap.  NOTE:  Departmental recommendation forms will not be accepted.

3. Personal Statement.  On a separate sheet, describe briefly (in not more than 500 words, or one page single-spaced) your plans for graduate study:  (a) Define your professional goals, (b) explain why you are planning to pursue them, and (c) indicate how your planned program of study will help to achieve your professional goals.  (Please sign your statement before submission.)

Signature of Applicant






Date

Graduate College, Western Michigan University, 260W Walwood Hall, 1903 West Michigan Avenue, Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5242.  Telephone:  (269) 387-8212.  Fax:  (269) 387-8232
AGEP
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