
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C ommuting issues have a profound effect on every member of Western Michigan 

University. A student’s choice of commuting method is determined by the dis-

tance from campus, schedule, bus routes, and convenience, and some methods have a much 

greater effect on the overall sustainability of the campus than others. Over 60% of students at 

WMU commute by car, and the emissions from these trips make up about 31% of the univer-

sity’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Our goal in this project is to explore the current 

student commuting situation, as well as high-leverage opportunities for improving the sustain-

ability of our commuting system. In the bullet points below, we identify existing initiatives, high-

light our efforts, and outline potential benefits from improving our transportation infrastructure. 

“The world we have made as a result of the level of 

the thinking we have done thus far creates problems 

we cannot solve at the same level of thinking at 

which we created them.” - Albert Einstein 

EXISTING INITIATIVES: 

 Free bus service to students, staff, and faculty 

anywhere in Kalamazoo 

 Main campus established as bike and pedes-

trian friendly; cars must use ring road 

 GHG emissions report by Chris Caprara & 

Kate  Shields found that commuting comprises 

a significant portion of the university’s total 

GHG emissions 

 Kalamazoo Bike Works, by Matthew Hol-

lander, Magan Lippman, Ryan Sibert, looked 

into methods of increasing bike ridership 

amongst students 

 

WHAT WE HAVE DONE: 

 Best practices research through college sustain-

ability databases 

 Student survey to look into current habits, will-

ingness to change to more sustainable methods 
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HOW WMU COULD BENEFIT FROM A MORE SUS-

TAINABLE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM: 

 Reducing GHG emissions: primary goal of 

ACUPCC 

 Assist in Creating an Institutional Culture of 

Sustainability, and Educating for Environmen-

tally Responsible Citizenship — Talloires Dec-

laration 

 Campus leader in sustainability: role model for 

other schools 

 Better reputation could facilitate recruitment 

and retention of students and promote giving. 



Our survey returned many interesting results detailing the current commuting situation on cam-

pus, as well as highlighting potential programs and strategies which WMU could use to increase 

interest in alternative forms of transportation. 

 

Our major recommendations are found below; most will require further research before being 

implemented. We are encouraged by the support of the student body and the university and we 

think this is a great way to help make our campus more sustainable. We welcome the opportunity 

to work with WMU’s administration to develop the most high leverage programs and explore 

SFI funding for them. 

Survey topic Response / Results

Distance from campus 56% live <3 mi from campus, 28% live 4-10 mi away

Commuting method 62% drive primarily

Why not bus?
67% had not used bus recently, most complained about 

scheduling, travel time

Why not bike? Complaints: weather, distance from campus, convenience

Ways to bike more
Popular incentives: plow sidewalks in winter, safer/more 

bike paths, sheltered bike racks

Carpooling
Share permit between multiple cars, split cost between 

carpool members, preferred parking spots

Bike sharing
Unclear information (question was often misunderstood) - 

results not reliable

Car sharing 75% of respondents say they would not use

Flex parking Mixed results, possible misinterpretation of question

Topic Strategies Future Work

Plow sidewalks in winter Research into financing and university support

More/safer bike paths Important: improve ingress/egress to campus

Covered bike racks

Bike sharing Tracking/accountability system Further research to gauge interest, develop details

Bus system
Shorten commuting time to Parkview, etc. 

to convince more people to use it

Further investigation to improve timing and route 

issues, esp. to campuses other than main

Use on permit on multiple cars Pilot program for employees

Split cost of permit between members Pilot program for student apartment complex

Preferred parking

Members pay based on how often they 

park on campus
Further research into viability, financing, etc.

Set rate so paying a ticket is more 

expensive than paying for parking / users 

are motivated to find other modes of 

transportation

Bike ridership

Carpooling

Flex parking
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