
 

 

 

President’s Universitywide Sustainability Committee Minutes 
 

Minutes of 4
th

 June 2009 

Faculty Lounge, Bernhard Center 

 

  

Members present: Casey Barrons, Samantha Cooper, Dave Dakin, Eileen Evans, Paul 

Farber, Judy Gipper, Harold Glasser, Pat Holton, Carolyn Noack, Paul Pancella, Gini 

Pikaart, Chris Pyzik, Lowell Rinker, Suhashni Datta-Sandhu, Anand Sankey, John 

Schmitt, Josh Shultz 

 

Guests: Steve Bertman, Professor of Chemistry, Bronco Biodiesel; Sarah Hill, Associate 

Professor, Bronco Biodiesel; John Miller, Associate Professor of Chemistry, Bronco 

Biodiesel; Evan Escamilla, Energy Management Outreach Coordinator of Maintenance 

Services 

 

 Harold Glasser called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

  

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

  

Acceptance of the Agenda 

  

A motion was made by Barrons and seconded by Noack to accept the agenda as 

presented. Motion carried. 

  

Approval of the Minutes of April 2009 

  

A motion was made by Pancella and supported by Datta-Sandhu to approve the minutes 

of 9 April 2009. Motion carried. 

  

GUEST PRESENTATION 

  

Presentation by Sarah Hill, Steve Bertman and John Smith on Bronco Biodiesel  

Sarah Hill gave an overview of biofuels research, education and outreach at WMU, 

which encompass WMU’s Bronco Biodiesel program. The theme of Bronco Biodiesel is 

to promote urban sustainability by developing useful products from urban waste streams. 

With support from the President’s Innovation Fund, they are researching waste-grease-to-

biodiesel and algae-to-biodiesel with the potential for growth into off-campus licensed 

ventures. The Education/Outreach component of Bronco Biodiesel includes the Biodiesel 

Coop of Kalamazoo, which maintains a floating membership of roughly one hundred 

people.  
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Bronco Biodiesel representatives are looking to garner cross-campus coalitions and 

financial support in order to secure a new location for the Bronco Biodiesel Coop. 

Representatives are also seeking administrative support with a minimum of one quarter to 

part-time employee to manage the operation. Strazdas and Holton commented that WMU 

will need to continue seeking a potential location for the Biodiesel Coop, as the initially 

proposed location may not work due to code issues. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• WSA Speaker Pro Temp Gini Pikaart was welcomed to the committee. Her email 

has been added to the PUSC listserve. Wsa-speakerprotemp@wmich.edu. 

• Glasser requested that PUSC members send agenda requests one week before 

meetings. 

• Glasser passed around the new proposed EcoMug for review. Barrons explained 

that they will be seeking creative funding opportunities to support giving the 

EcoMug to all new incoming students. WSA is in full support and would like to 

start an oversight committee to promote institutionalization of the project. Evans, 

Noack and Gipper graciously offered to help draft a cost efficient business plan. 

• Rinker informed the committee that the Chicago Tribune covered WMU’s recent 

achievement of Gold LEED EB status for the Health and Human Services 

building (first in the world for a HE institution)!  

• Rinker also announced that he and possibly President Dunn are tentatively 

scheduled to attend the ACUPCC conference on August 13
th

 and 14
th

, 2009 with a 

high likelihood that WMU will become a signatory. 

QUICK UPDATES: 

Update on the Southwest Michigan Regional Sustainability Covenant and Signing 

Ceremony - Lowell Rinker and Casey Barrons 

Rinker reviewed the Sustainability Covenant mission by stating that it is a guide to bring 

government, academic, educational systems and other stakeholders together to share best 

practices and further sustainability initiatives within their organization. The Kalamazoo 

Gazette and the Battle Creek Inquirer attended a joint Covenant signing ceremony with 

three mayors present. Directly afterward, there was a public signing with commentary. At 

this point, the majority of signatures have been collected.  

Barrons distributed an analysis of a survey that Glasser put together in order to gauge 

interests and goals regarding sustainability luncheons. The analysis included feedback 

from WMU, the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, the City of Kalamazoo and Portage, 

Kalamazoo County, Oshtemo Township, The Nature Center, the DEQ, Environmental 
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Concerns Committee, Borgess, KVCC, K College, KPS, PPS, and the Southwest 

Sustainable Business Forum. Common interests and goals included developing 

collaborative strategic planning for regional sustainability, creating community 

sustainability indicators and sharing best practices. WMU will continue to host quarterly 

or biannual meetings to suoport the Covenant agenda. 

Should WMU have a bottled water policy? What’s happening on other campuses 

and in some states? – Carolyn Noack 

Noack reported that several universities have banned bottled water sales on campus. Two 

states have also recently regulated that no state money will be used to purchase bottled 

water, though Michigan’s state universities would remain autonomous in a similar 

situation. Judging from WMU’s Green Gala event, Evans and Barrons feel a growing 

campus desire to ban plastic water bottles on campus. After discussion, committee 

members decided not to gather data regarding student bottle preferences Most PUSC 

members agreed that attempting to renegotiate the terms of WMU’s exclusive contract 

with Coke should wait as well. Instead, they agreed to focus on providing publicly 

accessible, “good tasting” water on campus by exploring the purchase of a reverse 

osmosis (R-O) machine could be piloted in a high-use location (such as Bernhard). 

Committee members agreed that use of such machines should be paired with a positive 

perception campaign in favor of WMU tap water.  Sankey will explore the costs and 

purchase of R-O machines. 

Recyclemania update – Carolyn Noack 

Since 2003, WMU has been participating in a friendly recycling competition among 

several campus recycling programs. This year’s competition ended on April 21
st
. Noack 

reported that WMU recycled 27% of their total waste, which is down from last year’s 

33%. This is partially explained by WMU’s pilot paper plant not shipping any paper for 

recycling this year. In addition, our per capita recycling is low because we don’t generate 

enough total trash to compete with bigger schools. Nevertheless, Carolyn is confident that 

WMU will increase this percentage next year through greater publicity, education and 

accessibility to bins. For instance, bins have already been installed in Schneider hall. 

Dunbar Hall will be outfitted with bins shortly, along with several other campus 

buildings. Carolyn has been testing stainless steel containers since May, and will be 

testing a plastic lumber container that will be installed in Sprau Tower. After orientation 

and analysis, a set of twenty one containers will be purchased in the fall and outfitted 

with the WeSustain logo. In the meantime, Carolyn welcomes feedback. 

Status of the Sangren renovation planning process  - Chris Pyzik 

Pyzik reported that they are two thirds of the way through the programming phase for the 

Sangren renovation, which will be completed by the end of June. They are currently 

meeting with several user groups to assess space requirements. In addition, they are 

determining the goals and objectives of the campus community through surveys and 

meetings. The PUSC selected a special meeting date in order to receive additional details 
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and give feedback on the renovation process. This meeting will take place on Thursday 

June 18th at 3 pm in the Bernhard Center, Room 205. 

Student Affairs has a proposed “Sustainability Goal” and they are soliciting the 

PUSC’s input – Judy Gipper 

Dr. Anderson asked for Judy Gipper to bring this “Sustainability Goal” forth to the 

committee. They will be finalizing a goal around sustainability and a metric for this goal 

at their Leadership Team meeting on June 15.   

Goal: “Division of Student Affairs will actively participate in university initiatives that 

promote sustainability, and explore and act on opportunities at the department level that 

exemplify environmental stewardship.”  

Metric:  “All Student Affairs departments will participate in university wide initiatives. 

All departments will publish an annual list of department specific business and 

operational practices that promote sustainability.” 

Evans praised this attempt to have planning intersect with higher learning goals. Strazdas 

commented that it should be easy to monitor energy consumption since we have meters in 

place. Overall, the PUSC was supportive of this proposed “Sustainability Goal.” 

Green Guide and Pledge status: Final draft stage – Casey Barrons 

Barrons is in the final stages of drafting WMU’s Green Guide. She requested to receive 

edits on this draft from PUSC members. Holton, Noack, Shultz, Cooper and Campbell all 

volunteered to edit. Barrons will send out copies for review to all interested parties. 

Paper study – Casey Barrons 

The 100% PCW Paper Study will soon be expanding into Auxiliary Enterprises at WMU. 

They are still looking at smaller printers from the College of Fine Arts. Paper science and 

Engineering faculty are concerned that 100% recycled paper might use more energy 

when total life cycle costs are considered. However, Rinker pointed out that we may be 

more energy efficient than usual given the close proximity of our suppliers. The Research 

Office has a concern regarding paper curling and paper color. As a result, paper study 

participants are working with Badger Paper Mills (BPM) in order to address potential 

curling and discoloration issues. The vast majority of users that have tested the BPM 

paper report that it is equivalent to or better than the existing 30-35% recycled (not PCW) 

Office Depot paper. Retesting of newly formulated papers will commence soon. Apart 

from addressing the aforementioned concerns, Barrons is currently seeking out ways to 

improve the perception of 100% recycled paper usage on campus. 

Update on the status of developing a plan for implementing the Climate Savers 

Computing Initiative – Anand Sankey 

The Climate Savers Computing Initiative requires purchasers to meet Energy Star 4.0 
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specifications and encourages energy saving settings, among other sustainability features. 

Sankey requested that the PUSC grant approval to have the President sign on to this 

initiative. Concerns regarding the strengths of the implementation plan were addressed. 

Ultimately, the PUSC decided to have Glasser and Sankey send a memo to Rinker 

recommending that President Dunn sign the initiative. For more details see, the CSCI 

website: http://www.climatesaverscomputing.org/ 

 

Update on proposed revisions to the Sustainability Website – Harold Glasser 

Glasser passed around four different examples of potential formatting changes to the 

sustainability website for review by committee members. These changes were drafted by 

Lisa Knutson, Director of Marketing and Creative Development at WMU and web 

manager for the Sustainability website. Glasser will meet with Lisa Knutson to discuss 

the PUSC’s recommendations. 

Overview of GHG inventory and discussion of next steps and a possible 

implementation strategy for the ACUPCC – Harold Glasser 

Glasser reported that his students are moving along with the GHG Inventory. They 

recently received data from metro transit, which will be analyzed shortly. Even though 

WMU is not an ACUPCC signatory, the WMU GHG Inventory group is using the Clean 

Air, Cool Planet (CACP) GHG calculator protocol, which is common with other 

ACUPCC member inventories. The WMU GHG Inventory also stands out because most 

universities do not consider all of Scope I (direct emissions), Scope II (emissions from 

imported sources of energy) and Scope III (other indirect sources of emissions) in their 

analysis. 

ENVS Frostic Seminar Series for 2009—focus on Sustainable Communities (sust. 

indicators and green -jobs, -planning, & -manufacturing) – Harold Glasser 

Glasser reported that ENVS is seeking out creative funding strategies for this upcoming 

series of seminars.  In addition, they are seeking recommendations for excellent speakers 

and/or workshop or seminar leaders. Please forward suggestions to Glasser. 

Ball State Greening the Campus VIII Conference on Sept. 20-23 – Harold Glasser 

Glasser gave a brief update regarding feedback on the abstracts that were submitted to 

AASHE. Fortunately, all of the abstracts were accepted! Abstracts such as the GHG 

Inventory, WMU’s Composting Initiative and the PUSC activities will be featured among 

other exciting initiatives. Glasser also encouraged the PUSC to consider nominating 

eligible people for the AASHE awards. They are separated into three categories including 

Campus, Student Sustainability leaders and Student Research categories. Glasser will 

submit full proposals for WMU for the Student Research (GHG Inventory) and the 

Campus Leader (for the PUSC’s/Campus’s sustainability work) categories.  
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Herald Green Corner Meeting – Sam Cooper 

  Cooper, Sankey and Laurie Lijewski held a meeting with the Herald editors last week. 

They learned that no writer currently covers the Environment beat, but they are hiring 

students. Regarding the PUSC role, the committee can encourage increased coverage, but 

we cannot write stories. In addition, we can push for a Sustainability/Environment 

section, but it cannot be a Sustainability Committee section because the Herald wants to 

remain fair to other campus organizations. The Herald is willing to do a Green 

Column/Corner as soon as they hire an interested writer. The PUSC decided to elect 

Cooper as the liaison between the PUSC and the Herald. In addition, Glasser agreed to 

talk with Bob Miller and Cheryl Roland about joining the PUSC committee to assist with 

public relations. Cooper will send out a more detailed Herald resource guide shortly, and 

begin drafting a contacts/events list for the Herald to utilize. 

Green Jobs Conference – Sam Cooper 

Cooper attended the Green Jobs conference in May, and she is in the final draft stages of 

the conference review, which will be included on the sustainability website. However, 

this review has been momentarily tabled in lieu of more pressing PUSC assistant 

assignments. The day-long conference was attended by roughly 1,400 people and 

included several breakout sessions lead by anaerobic digester researchers at MSU and 

Detroiters For Environmental Justice, among other groups. Highlights included rousing 

speeches by Jennifer Granholm, Governor of Michigan; Van Jones, Special advisor on 

the Environment to President Obama; Kate Gordon, Co-Director of the Apollo Alliance 

and Debbie Stabenow, Senator of Michigan.  

Surprise- We Sustain T-shirts! – Harold Glasser 

Glasser passed out the new Wesustain t-shirts for all PUSC committee members. The T-

shirts are made from acid-free, organic cotton with environmentally sensitive dyes.  

Harold Glasser adjourned the meeting at 5:30 pm. 

TABLED DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

I. Formal use guidelines for the “Wesustain Identity”—of particular importance are 

guidelines for appropriate use, especially for merchandising  

Next Meeting:  

 

Thursday July 16 at 3:00 pm in the Faculty Dining Room, Bernhard Center. 


