
Syllabus Geography 4600 Spring 2017 
Geospatial Technology in Teaching Social Studies and Geography 
Professor Joseph P. Stoltman 
Geography 4600 
M 4:00 – 6:15 pm 
Telephone: 387-3429 (office calls only, use voice mail) 
Email: stoltman@wmich.edu    
Office: 3525 Wood Hall 
Office Hours: following class most days and by appointment at other 
times. 
 
March	  20,	  2017	  is	  the	  last	  day	  to	  withdraw	  from	  classes	  
 
Be familiar with e-Learning at WMU, also referred to as D2L (Desire to 
Learn). 
 
Objectives and goals of Geography 4600: This is what you will do and 
evaluations of your performance will be based on these objectives and 
goals. 
1. The students will review and evaluate instructional materials based 

upon established standards from professional societies, with 
particular reference to geospatial materials that are available via the 
World Wide Web and would be accessible in schools. 
 

2. Criteria for assessment are the selections of high quality 
instructional materials that are useful for use n the classroom, and 
for home study may include: 
Social Studies Textbooks 
Films and Videos 
Ancillary materials, especially printed supplementary materials 
Computer software 
WWW and Internet 

  
3. The student will design and develop lesson plans that employs the 
 systematic and essential knowledge from their cognate courses and 
 apply geospatial technology to the broader social studies 
 approaches used in the classroom.  
    
4. The students will participate in demonstration lessons using 
 materials prepared for the social studies curriculum, and with 
 special attention to the development and intended outcomes of the 
 lessons relative to the Michigan GLCE and HSCCE.   
    



5. The students will read and reflect as early career practitioners upon 
 articles in the journals of professional organizations and societies in 
 the social studies that address geospatial technology in teaching. 
   
6. The students will design and review objectives for social studies 

assessment, including criterion reference testing following such as 
is used in  the nationally recognized models (M-Step –Michigan 
Assessment , National Assessment-NAEP, ETS), and classroom 
based authentic assessment.   

    
7. The students will build upon the principles and theories presented in 
 their prior professional education studies and apply them to 
 geography and the social studies through lesson planning, materials 
 selection, and assessment of student progress.   
    
8. The students will examine the unique role of the secondary social 
 studies curriculum in accommodating broad issues of social and 
 cultural concern in the world, the U.S. and Michigan with their 
 diverse populations. 
  
9.  The students will examine methods and materials appropriate for 
 special needs, including technology, with students and the cognitive 
 issues of studying time and space through geography instruction 
 with diverse groups of students. 
 
10.  The students will engage in the use of technology in appropriate 
 ways to teach concepts and principles, and undertake classroom 
 based research into their teaching. 
 
11.  The students will reflect on methods to communicate effectively the 
 language arts skills of their content instruction as proposed by the 
 English Language Arts Core Curriculum with special attention to 
 the History/Social Studies components of the ELA Core, and the C3 
 Social Studies Framework. 
 
12. The students will demonstrate their familiarity with and ability to 
 apply fundamental themes of geography education, the national 
 geography content standards, national content standards from other 
 core academic disciplines in the social studies for Michigan, and the 
 Michigan Grade Level and Course Content Expectations (GLCE 
 and HSCCE). 
 
13.  Students will demonstrate the ability to plan, teach, and assess 
 student learning using geospatial technology and applying 
 formative and summative assessments.  
 



14.  Students will develop strategies to assist them in the management of 
 positive learning environments for diverse student populations 
 using proven classroom methodologies. 
   
  
  
  
________________________________________ 
 
Grading Policy  
  
Final grades will be based upon: 
Assigned presentations of model lessons, researching appropriate 
geospatial information and sources of lessons that can be retrofitted to the 
social studies classroom - 40% 
 
Unit of Instruction Project - 30% (instructor will assign original 
development and/or the review of current lesson plans and units during the 
semester). Think ahead and develop your unit on a geospatial topic you can 
use in your internship. Sometimes students have a general idea of the grade 
and even the school where they will serve their internship. A unit of five 
days duration is to be completed that is comprised of 5 coordinated lessons 
and a lesson plan model that will be used in teaching.  
 
Applied Content Knowledge - 30% (Teachers must be prepared to teach 
content based on State and National content standards and expectations) 
 
Grade basis Total 100% 
  
Be familiar with and abide by the University Policy on plagiarism. All 
materials submitted must your creations or they must carry a citation to the 
source.  
  
Class will meet during the final examination week at the regular time ( 4:00 
pm)  unless notified otherwise.  
 

Academic Integrity 

 “Students are responsible for making themselves aware of and 
 understanding the University policies and procedures that 
 pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, 
 fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, 
 plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. The academic 
 policies addressing Student Rights and Responsibilities can be 
 found in the Undergraduate Catalog at 



 http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=24&navoid=974 
 and the Graduate Catalog at 
 http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=25&navoid=1030 
  If there is reason to believe you have been involved in 
 academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of 
 Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review 
 the charge(s) and if you believe you are not responsible, you 
 will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult 
 with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of 
 academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or 
 test. In addition, students are encouraged to access the Code of 
 Honor, as well as resources and general academic policies on 
 such issues as diversity, religious observance, and student 
 disabilities: 

 ·        Office of Student Conduct www.wmich.edu/conduct 

 ·        Division of Student Affairs 
 www.wmich.edu/students/diversity  

 ·        Registrar’s Office www.wmich.edu/registrar and 
 www.wmich.edu/registrar/policies/interfaith  

 ·        Disability Services for Students 
 www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices.” 

 And  

 http://www.wmich.edu/conduct/academichonesty/definitionsof
 violations.html 

 

 

 
Required Texts and Materials 
C3 Curriculum Framework (this is a download from: 
http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-
Studies.pdf 
 Print a copy for your reference or bookmark it on your computer.  
 



Geography for Life: National Content Standards, 2012. (On-line purchase 
is a better price, order from (NCGE, 1145 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Room 
7620, Washington D.C., 20036.).  
Access via URL:  http://www.ncge.org/geography-for-life  The price is 
$20.00.  
Also available in an abridged free from:  
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/standards/national-
geography-standards/?ar_a=1 
 
 
Michigan Department of Education: Download and Print GLCE for 
Grades 6 - 8 and High School Courses from website below using your 
WMU printing account. 
These are available at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Item_B_207000_7.pdf 
and are in the second half of the document.  
 
Maps and other materials will be used from the collection in our teaching.  
 
Assignments are made weekly on D2L, the WMU e-learning system.  
Content Standards for each of the content areas, Earth Science, History, 
Civics/Government, are on the Michigan Department of Education website. 
Use a search engine to locate Michigan  
Department of Education and then look for Standards. 
Technology in the Classroom:  
 Google Earth 
 Google Maps 
 Internet 
 Websites 
  
The session schedule will be distributed on e-Learning prior or to each 
class.  
 
Other Important Information:   
  
Scoring guides will be used when applicable in 4600 to judge your 
assignments. Become proficient at determining how scoring guides are 
used, how the criteria for scoring are incorporated in scoring guides, and 
finally, how to design scoring guides. 
    
The Unit of Instruction will be started early in the semester so that it is 
fully completed by semester’s end. The Unit of Instruction and or 
continued work on units and lessons must be carefully organized for 
submission. Submitted work must follow the template of the original 
lessons or modifications specified by the 4600 instructor. Save all work in 
PPT as demonstrated in the sample unit which is on D2L. 



 
The unit (each lesson is one class period for either middle or high school) is 
organized on Power Point. An example is under Sample 10 day unit within 
D2L Content. 
 
Study the sample carefully and use it as a formatting guide for your unit on 
PPT.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 


