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Here, you can seek a deeper 
understanding of who you are 
and who you’re meant to be. 

Beyond book smarts, your 
potential lies in your pursuit 
of purpose. It’s unleashed in a 
tenacity to question answers and 
the ability to think differently. 

It’s time to...

Rethink 
Smart.
Are you 
ready?

OF GRADUATES 

have a job related to  
their degree.*

96%

*Post-graduation survey of recent WMU graduates.

Leah Barton shows off a 3D printed model 

made in the VR Lab in Waldo Library. 
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Rethink Smart

OF GRADUATE 
STUDENTS had one or 
more instructors who 
made them excited  

about learning.*

98% 92%
OF GRADUATE 
STUDENTS felt 

their instructors 
cared about them 

as a person.*

Pursue ProsperThrive

Real-world 
knowledge. 
Résumé-worthy 
experience.

90%
OF GRADUATE 

STUDENTS
said their education
prepared them for 
their profession.*

*Post-graduation survey of recent WMU graduates.

At Western, we’re redefining success as we expand what it 
means to be smart in an ever-changing world.

Beyond preparing you for your career, perhaps what is most 
special about Western is our approach to helping you find a 
deeper meaning and a better way of thinking. It’s what we call 
Rethink Smart. 

Having purpose and possibility. That’s Rethink Smart. 

Knowing that failure is success in progress. That’s Rethink Smart. 

Preparing you for a life well-lived by helping you to pursue your 
purpose, thrive and prosper while making a meaningful impact 
on society. That’s Rethink Smart. 

Real-world 
knowledge. 
Resumé-worthy 
experience.
Adam Austin probably never imagined how 
much he'd rewrite his own story when he 
graduated high school in Allegan, Michigan, 
in 2008. Currently a graduate student in 
biological sciences and leading a wetland 
research project at WMU, he began his 
journey more than a decade ago planning 
to major in English and theatre design. A 
few years in, though, he began to realize 
donning waders and collecting tadpoles 
was more his midsummer night's dream 
than Shakespeare.
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STUDENTS had a mentor who 
encouraged them to pursue 
their goals and dreams.

At Western, you can ignite your purpose and achieve 
greatness. Along your academic journey, our faculty 
are there, inspiring a passion for learning and offering 
support inside and outside the classroom to help you 
transform your passion into a meaningful career and 
a lifetime of success. With a graduate degree from 
Western, you’ll have the ability to determine the trajectory 
and quality of your career and life, and create more 
opportunities to affect and manage change around you. 

That’s Rethink Smart. 

Embrace your deeper purpose
and find possibility.

Pursue
Deniz Toker 
M.A., Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

Assistant Instructor, McMaster University

Deniz Toker’s purpose is expressed by enabling others to find their 
own voices. Deniz grew up in Turkey with an interest in languages. 
He mastered English and became a teacher at a private high 
school there. Many months later, political turmoil motivated Deniz 
to seek a new professional life elsewhere. 

New to teaching English to speakers of other languages, his fire 
was lit. Welcomed with support from faculty, Deniz dove into 
the program. He became a paid research assistant, presented at 
conferences, and volunteered teaching English to refugees in West 
Michigan, which led to a part-time job. Since then, he’s found his 
niche in culturally responsive teaching at the university level.

My teaching is more 
than teaching English. 
It’s about helping 
students find 
their voice.

8 of  10
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Tabitha Mpamira-Kaguri 
Clinical Psychology doctoral candidate

Executive Director, Edja Foundation

Imagine the will it takes to turn devastating 
personal trauma into a triumph of purpose. 
As a young Rwandan refugee in Uganda, 
Tabitha was the victim of a violent assault. 
She resolved to find a way to create hope and 
help for other victims to overcome tragedy. 
She became a therapist then decided that 
more education would increase her abilities to 
make a difference. 

Tabitha chose WMU to pursue her doctorate 
because she valued the flexibility and support 
of counselors, the openness of program 
directors and faculty like Dr. Amy Naugle  
who provided opportunities for Tabitha to 
craft her purpose. In 2015, Tabitha created 
the EDJA Foundation, which provides vital 
free services to victims of sexual assault in 
southwest Uganda.  

I gained the foundation and 
sense of empowerment that  
I can make a difference in 
others’ lives.

Photo credit: Getty Images

Dr. Gaynor’s research 
brought me to WMU, but 
his ongoing support 
and mentorship 
kept me there and 
made me feel proud to  
be a Bronco.

Monica Barreto 
Ph.D., Clinical Psychology

Assistant Professor of Clinical  
Child Psychology 
Yale University

Monica was already working at a 
psychiatric institute in Pittsburgh when 
she set her sights on treating mood 
disorders in pediatric patients. She 
discovered WMU’s Ph.D. program and  
Dr. Scott Gaynor, whose research lab 
was an ideal fit for her new goals. She 
made contact, then made the transition.

And it paid off. At WMU, Monica was 
awarded a fellowship through the 
National Science Foundation, she grew 
as a leader among minority students, 
and her pursuit earned her an assistant 
professorship at Yale University.



Khadejah Al Muhaisin
MSW, Social Work

Student Intern at 
Michigan Association of 
School Social Workers 

As a passionate advocate 
for social justice, Khadejah 
Al Muhaisin is driven by a 
higher purpose. After first 
getting a bachelor’s degree 
in speech pathology, she 
is now pursuing a master’s 
degree in social work with 
a concentration in policy, 
planning and administration, 
which will prepare her for 
leadership in government, 
nonprofit, and community 
organizations. 

Bolstered by the University’s 
reputation as a top 
national institution with a 
commitment to diversity, 
Khadejah is excited to 
continue her education 
at WMU with the goal of 
providing communication 
and awareness about social 
anxiety to Saudi women and 
youth in need. By turning 
adversity into opportunity, 
Khadejah is preparing to 
make a difference.
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Well-being is critical to every 
student’s academic success and 
long-term quality of life. 
We follow a holistic approach to help you balance eight 
separate dimensions of wellness as you pursue your 
personal career goals.

At Western, you’ll have on-campus access to progressive 
mental health care and counseling so you can stay strong 
and be your best self. 

That’s Rethink Smart. 

Thrive

graduate students

total enrollment

international students 

multicultural students

14%

3,936

34%

20,490

WMU is a recipient of a Higher Education Excellence 
in Diversity (HEED) Award for 2020, our eighth 
consecutive year.

I challenge each one of us to 
focus on what we love.

*Data from interactive dashboard on IR’s website:  
wmich.edu/institutionalresearch/interactivedashboards/enrollment
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Stay fit, focused and recharged with 240,000 square feet of updated 
recreation space. The Student Recreation Center includes a 45-foot climbing 
wall, weight training equipment and eight full indoor basketball courts

Resources and Support
Graduate Student 
Association 
Western’s Graduate Student Association 
(GSA) is the official student government 
that represents WMU’s graduate 
student body. The Association provides 
a variety of funding opportunities, 
interdisciplinary events, and social 
activities to promote the academic 
excellence and well-being of all of our 
graduate students. Our highly active 
GSA sets Western apart from many 
other universities’ graduate schools.

Graduate Student 
Community 
Through a wealth of student 
organizations, research opportunities 
and fieldwork, you can explore your 
personal and professional interests, build 
leadership skills and make valuable 
academic and professional connections.
You’ll find a number of offices at WMU 

that support all graduate students. Let 
the office you are contacting know that 
you are inquiring as a graduate student; 
they may be able to tailor services 
specifically to you. 

Graduate Student 
Commons
Waldo Library’s third floor hosts 
space designated exclusively for 
graduate students, including 
individual study cubicles, lounge 
seating, work tables and four group 
study rooms. A valid Bronco Card 
is required to enter the space.  

Plan It 4-Ward
There are many ways you can plan  
for a successful and fruitful career.  
Plan It 4-Ward for Graduate Students 
offers resources to help you succeed  
in critically important aspects  
of your graduate school experience: 
financial, academic, well-being, 

career and engagement. You can get 
assistance for specific areas including:

• General academic resources

• Writing resources

• Research and grant resources

• Funding opportunities 
for research, professional 
development and conferences

• Global engagement 
academic opportunities

Our campus is home to a diverse and 
international community committed 
to global discovery. You can choose 
from more than 90 study abroad 
programs in 40 countries and leverage 
worldwide partnerships to conduct 
international research. This global 
influence is evident in our classrooms, 
giving you the cultural competence 
necessary to excel professionally.
wmich.edu/grad/plan-it
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Prosper
Be ready for every opportunity. 
Get maximum long-term return on 
investment from your education 
and experience. Pair knowledge 
with wisdom to achieve greatness 
in every moment. 
Western gives you the skills to succeed today and in a 
fast-changing future. You’ll have access to sophisticated 
technology and facilities essential for graduate-level study. 
Become an expert in your field. Learn the importance  
of professionalism and a strong work ethic. See that 
setbacks are just success in progress. Finish feeling 
confident and career-ready with the skills and qualities 
top employers want.  

That’s Rethink Smart. 

OF WMU GRADUATES  
have an experience-based learning 
opportunity to add to their resumé.94%

Charlie Kautz
MA, Organizational  
Change Leadership

Operations Innovation 
Program Manager,  
Spectrum Health

After working for national and 
international companies like 
TaylorMade and Adidas, Charlie 
Kautz wanted to take his skills 
to a new level. With the goal of 
helping companies build cultures 
of innovation while focusing on 
the human side of change, he 
decided to pursue a master’s 
degree in WMU’s Organizational 
Change Leadership program. 

Since students work on real 
business scenarios with people 
who have jobs and applied 
experience, the program provides 
huge learning opportunities 
beyond traditional academics. 
Charlie is now employed at 
Spectrum Health in Grand 
Rapids where he works on the 
organizational development 
team, and he is doing even more 
of what he loves. 

I sincerely feel like  
I have a leg up 
on others in my 
field who don’t have 
the same educational 
experience.

*Post-graduation survey of recent WMU graduates.
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Experience-based Learning
As a graduate student at WMU, you’ll 
have unique opportunities to engage 
in valuable experience-based learning 
by teaching, conducting research or 
fieldwork, working with one of our 
industry partners, or serving others 
in a clinical or community setting. 
Assistantships, associateships and 
fellowships are valuable opportunities 
that will allow you to contribute 
to local or global communities.
Additionally, Kalamazoo and West 
Michigan provide a wealth of 
opportunities for networking and 
entrepreneurship—connections 
that can yield lifelong benefits. 
Major employers in the area include 
global corporations like Kellogg’s, 
Stryker and Whirlpool, as well as 
three regional health care systems.

Flexibility
To help you achieve your academic 
goals and stay on track with your 
degree, Western offers student-centered 
flexibility through accelerated tracks,  
off-campus locations, online components 
and evening and weekend classes.
Many of our graduate students are 
working adults, or they maintain a 
family while pursuing an advanced 
degree. We believe it’s important to 
provide the means for our students 
to complete their studies without 
interrupting ongoing employment 
or disrupting a work-life balance 
that is critical to well-being.
If you’re working while pursuing your 
degree and your employer offers tuition 
reimbursement, you may qualify for our 
employer deferred payment plan. Some 
employers base their payment portion 
on class completion and/or final grade, 
so deferring your payment until the end 
of the semester is an added benefit.

Eric Mullen
Ph.D., Higher Education Leadership

Dean of Student Success and Retention,  
Grand Rapids Community College

Looking to grow professionally, Eric wanted a Ph.D. 
program that would offer deep exposure to research 
processes used in managing and improving higher ed. 
Western delivered. Right off the bat, he was leveraging 
his professional experience into his class work while 
applying course learnings to his job. 

WMU Graduate College resources made a huge 
difference. He considers the addition of a dissertation 

writing coach “a stroke of genius.” And the rigorous, collaborative 
environment enabled him to tap into the experience of other professionals 
in his field. Responsive Western faculty and staff spurred his persistence and 
accountability along the way, so he could complete his degree on schedule. 

His recent promotion is proof that an advanced degree from WMU can 
advance a career and set you up for long-term success. 

It was an incredibly rich experience to 
be immersed in current trends  
and inquiry into higher education while 
working in the field.
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Research 
Opportunities
For over 60 years, Western has been offering graduate 
education that includes mentored research, scholarship 
and creative activities. Today, over 90% of WMU’s graduate 
students study and conduct graduate research in both 
nationally and internationally recognized graduate programs 
in a wide range of disciplines. 

At Western, you’ll have the unique opportunity to advance 
the frontiers of knowledge as you work alongside faculty in 
the lab, classroom, studio or field. Our graduate programs 
are run by highly regarded faculty members who are as 
committed to your success as they are to teaching and 
research. That means you’ll receive expert guidance in your 
quest to become an accomplished scholar, researcher or 
professional. And we’ll help you to apply for grants and 
fellowships to support your efforts. 

Innovation and Sustainability 
Our campus boasts more than a dozen LEED-certified 
facilities, a 1-megawatt solar garden and more electric 
vehicle charging stations than at most other U.S. universities. 
We have two nature preserves that are open to the public as 
well as used for education and research. 

The Carnegie Foundation has classified Western as a 
doctoral university conducting research at a high level. OF WMU GRADUATE 

students study and 
conduct research

90% 

P
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sp
er

$30 million
IN RESEARCH
and sponsored program awards

*wmich.edu/research/external-funding-summary *Post-graduation survey of recent WMU graduates.
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Western helps you find the 
opportunities you deserve 
at every turn. Choose from 
more than 150 graduate 
programs, many nationally 
and internationally ranked, 
offered within seven 
colleges. Accelerated 
degree programs, certificate 
programs, off-campus 
locations and online 
components offer flexibility 
to fit your lifestyle. 

U.S. News & World Report 
ranks 22 of WMU’s graduate 
programs among the best 
in the nation.

THE RIGHT  
PROGRAM FOR YOU

wmich.edu/graduate

Arts and Sciences

Business

Education 
and Human 
Development

Engineering and 
Applied Sciences

Fine Arts

Graduate College

Health and Human 
Services
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Accountancy—MSA 

Aerospace Engineering—Accelerated 
MS, MS 

Aging Studies—Certificate 

Anthropology—MA 

Applied and Computational 
Mathematics—MS 

Applied Economics—Accelerated MA, 
MA, PhD 

Applied Statistics—Certificate 

Assistive Technology for Individuals 
with Blindness or Visual Impairment—
Certificate 

Athletic Training—MS 

Audiology—Accelerated AuD, AuD 

Biological Sciences—Accelerated MA, 
Accelerated MS, MA, MS, PhD 

Biostatistics—Certificate 

Business Administration—MBA 

Chemical Engineering—Accelerated 
MS, MS 

Chemistry—Accelerated MA, MA, MS, 
PhD 

Civil Engineering—Accelerated MS, MS, 
PhD 

Climate Change Policy and 
Management—Certificate 

Coaching Sport Performance—MA 

College Science Teaching—Certificate 

Communication—Accelerated MA, MA 

Comparative Religion—MA 

Computer Engineering—Accelerated 
MSE, MSE 

Computer Science—Accelerated MS, 
MS, PhD 

Counseling Psychology—Certificate, 
MA, PhD 

Counselor Education—MA, PhD 

Creative Writing—PhD 

Creative Writing—MFA 

Cultural and Environmental Heritage 
Management—Certificate 

Cybersecurity: Computer Information 
Systems—Certificate, MS 

Cybersecurity: Computer Science—
Certificate, MS 

Data Science—Accelerated MS, MS 

Early Childhood Special Education—
Certificate 

Earth Science—Accelerated MS, MS 

Education and Human Development—
PhD 

Educational and Instructional 
Technology—Certificate, MA 

Educational Leadership—Certificate, 
MA, EdS, PhD 

Electrical and Computer Engineering—
PhD 

Electrical Engineering—Accelerated 
MSE, MSE 

Engineering and Applied Sciences—
PhD 

Engineering Management—MS 

English—Accelerated MA, MA, PhD 

English as a Second Language—
Certificate 

Evaluation—Certificate 

Evaluation (Interdisciplinary)—PhD 

Evaluation Measurement and 
Research—MA, PhD 

Exercise Science—MS 

Family and Consumer Sciences—
Accelerated MA, MA 

Geographic Information Science—
Certificate 

Geography—MS 

Geosciences—MS, PhD 

Geospatial Applications of Unmanned 

GRADUATE  
DEGREE 
PROGRAMS

To view the most current program list,  
please visit wmich.edu/academics/graduate

Aerial Vehicles—Certificate 

Higher Education and Student Affairs—
Certificate 

Hispanic Studies—Accelerated MA, MA 

History—Accelerated MA, Certificate, 
MA, PhD 

History of Monastic Movements—
Certificate 

Holistic Approaches to Enhance 
Living—Certificate 

Holistic Approaches to Mindfulness—
Certificate 

Holistic Approaches to Spirituality and 
Healing—Certificate 

Holistic Approaches to Stress 
Management—Certificate 

Hydrogeology—Certificate 

Industrial Engineering—Accelerated 
MSE, MSE, PhD 

Integrative Holistic Health and 
Wellness—Certificate 

Interdisciplinary Health Sciences—PhD 

Interdisciplinary Studies—PhD 

International Development 
Administration—MIDA 

Kinship Care Families—Certificate 

Law—LLM, JD 

Learning for Sustainability—Certificate 

Literacy Studies—MA 

Manufacturing Engineering—MS 

Mathematics—Accelerated MA, MA, 
PhD 

Mathematics Education—MA, PhD 

Mechanical Engineering—Accelerated 
MSE, MSE, PhD 

Medicine—MD 

Medieval Studies—Accelerated MA, MA 

Mixed-Methods Research—Certificate 

Music—Accelerated MA, MA, MM 

Music Performance—Certificate 

Nursing—MSN 

Occupational Therapy—OTD 

Organizational Change Leadership—MA 

Orientation and Mobility—Accelerated 
MA, MA 

Orientation and Mobility of Children—
MA 

Paper and Printing Science—
Accelerated MS, MS, PhD 

Philosophy—MA 

Physical Education—MA 

Physical Therapy—DPT 

Physician Assistant—MSM 

Physics—MA, PhD 

Political Science—Accelerated MA, MA, 
PhD 

Positive Behavioral Intervention and 
Supports—Certificate 

Professional Workforce Educator—
Certificate 

Psychology—MA, PhD 

Public Administration—MPA, PhD 

Public Health—MPH 

Public History—Accelerated MA, MA 

Qualitative Research—Certificate 

School Administration: Central Office 
Endorsement—Certificate 

School Counseling—Certificate 

School Improvement—Certificate 

Science Education—MA, PhD 

Social Work—MSW 

Sociology—Accelerated MA, MA, PhD 

Spanish—PhD 

Special Education—MA, EdD 

Specialty Program in Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse—Certificate 

Speech-Language Pathology—MA 

Spirituality, Culture and Health—
Certificate, MA 

Sport Management—MA 

Statistics—Accelerated MS, MS, PhD 

Teaching—MA 

Teaching Children with Visual 
Impairments—MA 

Teaching Children with Visual 
Impairments/Orientation and Mobility—
Dual MA 

Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages —Accelerated MA, MA 

UVAs Applications in Geological and 
Environmental Sciences—Certificate 

Vision Rehabilitation Therapy—
Accelerated MA, MA 

Workforce Education and 
Development—Accelerated MA, MA 

Youth and Community Development—
Certificate, Accelerated MA, MA



Please Recycle

The Graduate College
120W Walwood Hall
Kalamazoo MI 49008-5242 USA

The Graduate College offers several funding opportunities, including 
assistantships, associateships, fellowships and grants. Check with your 
academic departmental office for information about funding specific to  
your program.

We encourage you to explore all funding sources at  
wmich.edu/grad/external-funding.

FUNDING
wmich.edu/grad/fellowships-grants

Western Michigan University prohibits discrimination or harassment which violates the law or which constitutes 
inappropriate or unprofessional limitation of employment opportunity, University facility access, or participation in 
University activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, 
disability, protected veteran status, height, weight or marital status. For more information please visit: wmich.edu/equity.

Visit wmich.edu/rethinksmart for detailed sources of statistics in this publication.

All information stated is correct at time of printing and subject to change.

This piece was printed by a company that uses Saphira Eco products. The Saphira Eco label offers a comprehensive 
range of environmentally friendly consumables that all satisfy the strictest criteria defined by national and international 
environmental certificates and industry standards.
 


