
	  

	  

President’s Universitywide Sustainability Committee (PUSC) 
Draft Minutes of January 15, 2015 

Office for Sustainability (OfS) 
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Members: Sarah Pratt, Felix Esquibel, Amaury Pineda, Kahler Schuemann, Paul Farber, Carolyn Noack, 
Derek Kanwischer, Pete Strazdas, Kelsey Patterson, Lu DeBoef, Chris Caprara, Jorge Rodriguez, Dave 
Reinhold, Timothy Palmer, Paul Pancella, Bill Davis, Morgan Macfarlane, Abby Wallace, Laura Hastings 

Guests: Sean Hegarty, Nicolette Ledbury, Kelsey Pitschel  

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
January 15, 2015 draft agenda, motion for approval by Spoelstra, seconded by Noack. The agenda was approved. 

UPDATES  

EVENTS 

The Western Michigan University Center for Humanities Climate Change Work Group is organizing a 
community read during Spring Semester 2015. The book is This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The Climate by 
Naomi Klein. A public discussion meeting will be held April 9. 

The Spring 2015 Lyceum Lecture Series is entitled Sustainable Energy Future. Speakers will discuss the 
technological, political and economic opportunities and challenges of shifting away from fossil fuels to a more 
sustainable system of energy. Dates are available at http://wmich.edu/honors/lyceum-spring-2015 

The Spring Student Sustainability Survey is in preparation. 

A spring 2015 event tentatively titled “Wesustain Community Celebration” is tentatively scheduled for April 16. 
Components will include a student-focused town hall meeting to discuss results of the survey, DIY workshops, a 
celebratory open house, and a presentation of awards. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Carolyn Noack is creating a WMU Sustainability Champions Award program. Members of the PUSC can 
nominate anyone from campus. One student and one staff/faculty will be chosen and announced April 16. 

The Billion Dollar Green Challenge committee met and approved about a half-million dollars worth of projects 
for this year. Projects will include retro commissioning and energy audits through the smart building challenge 
by Consumers Energy. 

 



Derek Kanwischer updated members about the most recent Student Sustainability Grant news. Thirteen 
applications were submitted at the last deadline, with the highest yet totals for requested funding. A list of 
approved projects will be shared when available. 

Jeff Spoelstra announced that Paul Farber received an available faculty fellowship to create a graduate level 
sustainability certificate program. 

OBJECTIVE CHANGES 

The solid waste reduction strategic zero waste plan and its implementation are expected to begin during 
Summer 2015. 

Fundraising for a Gibbs House outdoor education space has been moved to a two-to-three year objective. 

Creating a Universitywide Sustainability Strategic Plan has been moved to a five-year objective. 

Creating a graduate level sustainability program has moved from a five to a one year objective. 

A collaborative creative arts café remains a five-year objective; however interest, momentum, and support 
continue to build this year. Contact Derek Kanwischer for details. 

DISCUSSION 

Jeff summarized subcommittee opportunities, available resources, and leadership status. 

• A WMU greenhouse gas inventory was recently prepared for the fiscal year and is undergoing internal 
review. The inventory will be useful for Climate Action Planning Committee work. 

• Members have expressed interest in supporting continuing campus sustainability assessment efforts. The 
recently completed STARS effort provided measures of more than 80 indicators. A Campus 
Sustainability Assessment Committee is forming to steer future work on key indicators relevant to policy 
and practice at WMU and to continue overall campus sustainability assessment efforts. 

• A faculty subcommittee is forming to continue efforts that are leading to Sustainability Across Research 
& Teaching (StART). The committee will likely explore opportunities and barriers to the continued 
infusion of sustainability across the curriculum. The committee may also consider possible indicators 
(e.g., course/program focus, literacy assessment, etc.). 

The Office of the Vice President has identified five research focus areas including sustainability. A OVPR 
sponsored Discovery Community has met and remains open for participants and in need of leadership. 

Members were encouraged to advance subcommittee work in the weeks ahead and/or at the next PUSC 
meeting of the whole. 

Regarding PUSC membership and recruitment, the group suggested the recruitment of PUSC representation 
from Athletics, the Haenicke Institute, Res-Life, and SALP. Members suggested reaching out to the community 
and prospective students as well. 

The next full PUSC meeting is planned for Thursday, March 19, 3-5 p.m. in the Office for Sustainability. 

Spoelstra called for move to adjourn. Seconded by Paul Pancella. Meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 


