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I. Executive Summary: 

 
Western Michigan University (WMU) has a First Year Experience (FYE) program 

designed to give incoming freshman an in-depth look at WMU and the community they’ll be 
spending the next few years within all while helping ease the transition from high school to 
college. The FYE program is for helping students find their place at Western Michigan 
University, their intended area of study and ways that they can become involved with 
on-campus activities. In the past, there was a sustainability component included in a few 
sections of FYE but low registration for these caused it to be phased out.  
 

Analysis of WMU’s Student Sustainability Survey showed us a large portion of the 
student body is interested in learning about sustainability, both in general and on WMU’s 
campus. Covering this information in an FYE course would provide students with relevant 
knowledge on the topic early in their college careers while getting them further acclimated with 
the culture on WMU’s campus. Currently, FYE professors lack the amount of time to develop 
any more curriculum to be used in FYE courses.  

 
In response to this, our group has developed comprehensive curriculum centered 

around sustainability to be implemented into FYE courses as professors desire. A certain 
portion of FYE curriculum is up to the individual professor to develop and our curriculum is 
designed to fit into that portion of the course. The curriculum consists of three class periods 
worth of information and includes powerpoints as well as a sheet of topics covered and 
discussion points to help the professor lead the class. We developed these modules with the 
professor’s time in mind; upon receipt of these course materials from the FYE Director, 
professors will only have review the materials briefly before presenting this information to the 
class. 

 
The content of these modules has been designed to both inform FYE students about the 

idea of sustainability, how they can begin to live a more sustainable lifestyle themselves and 
how they get involved with WMU’s sustainable projects which are organized and run by the on 
campus Office for Sustainability. Our finished product is a pilot program for these topics to be 
taught in FYE courses. Assuming both students and professors are satisfied with the content 
and results of covering these topics, our curriculum could be used as a framework for future 
FYE professors to go more in depth on these topics if they so choose. 

 
II. Introduction 

 
Western Michigan University is nationally recognized for its efforts in the realm of 

sustainability. The on-campus Office for Sustainability is the body responsible for spearheading 
these efforts and is run by a group of individuals dedicated to creating a more sustainable 
campus and thus, a more sustainable future. Considering the Office is a WMU entity, even 



though the team of employees continuously work towards a more sustainable campus, student 
involvement holds a pivotal role in the process. 
 

After reviewing the Student Sustainability Survey distributed by the Office, we realized  
that not nearly enough students were familiar with the Office for Sustainability or Western 
Michigan University’s strides towards a sustainable campus and future. For example, in 2010 
WMU implemented a Student Sustainability Fee of $8.00 added on to students’ tuition to help 
with on campus sustainability projects. The 2016 survey indicated that 35% of respondents 
were unaware of how the money generated with the Student Sustainability Fee was spent. 
Additionally, 44% of respondents have taken no classes that address sustainability topics. This 
shows us that a sizeable portion of students right on our own campus aren’t aware of the Office 
for Sustainability’s efforts despite WMU being nationally recognized for them. On top of this, an 
even bigger portion of students go through college without having any classes even touching on 
the topic of sustainability. Within this discovery lies the main justification for this project. While 
WMU continues to make strides towards a more sustainable campus and future, these efforts 
could be increased greatly with more student involvement and awareness.  
 

Within the free response section of this survey one student stated that WMU should 
“include something about sustainability in First Year Experience courses.” These survey results 
indicated that students want to learn more about sustainability and get more involved with 
WMU’s on campus efforts to create a sustainable campus and future. This problem is viewed as 
‘low-hanging fruit’ due to the pre-existing demand for the information and ease of implementing 
our curriculum into courses that will reach a large number of students. In the Fall of 2017 there 
are 48 sections of FYE being offered, each with 20 seats to fill. Even if a small fraction, say 10% 
of the students enrolled in FYE for the Fall semester experience our curriculum, almost 100 
students would be made aware of sustainability efforts on campus and in their everyday lives in 
just the first semester of implementation. 
 

Because of the demand for knowledge on the topic of sustainability, we have developed 
specific learning outcomes for this curriculum to satisfy. First, as discussed above, students 
should be more aware of WMU’s efforts in the realm of sustainability. Seeing as WMU is 
nationally recognized for what they do in regards to this topic, it seems foolish for students on 
our very own campus to not know. Second, students should have a better understanding of 
sustainability in general after completing these courses. They will learn what exactly 
sustainability means and how they can begin to make more sustainable choices in their 
everyday lives. The concept of sustainability blends into almost any other field of study so 
exposing students to this information early will help begin to apply this school of thought in their 
fields of study. 
 

The FYE department has been amiable to this idea, especially a pilot program. This idea 
stemmed from our initial meeting with Maleeka Love, the FYE Director, when she expressed 
how pressed for time the FYE professors are. She was on board with a sustainability 
component being placed into FYE courses, especially when there is little to no work burden 



added to the professors’ workloads. Because one of the goals of FYE courses is to get 
Freshman familiar with campus, and because sustainability plays such a large role on WMU’s 
campus, it seems like students wouldn’t be getting the full picture if they missed a sustainability 
component. Ms. Love’s support and advice made moving forward with this project much easier 
and upon completion, she will help us provide the curriculum to the FYE department. 
 

Implementing this curriculum into the FYE department would benefit WMU’s campus and 
the Kalamazoo area. Increased awareness of WMU’s sustainability efforts would lead to higher 
student involvement on campus while earning about sustainability in general would urge 
students to make more sustainable lifestyle choices and get involved with local organizations 
that do the same. College is a time in life where students begin to solidify the values and habits 
that they’ll exhibit for the rest of their lives. With students eager to learn about sustainability (as 
indicated from Student Sustainability Survey responses) learning about these topics now will 
influence the behavior they exhibit for next four years and the rest of their lives. 
 
III. Methodology & Data 
 

The 2015 & 2016 Student Sustainability Surveys were the main source of data we used 
to gain insight into the student body. These surveys ask WMU students what they know about 
WMU’s sustainability efforts and the topic of sustainability in general. After analyzing survey 
results we drew a few conclusions: 
 

1. A large portion of students are not aware of what the Office for Sustainability. 
 

When asked about whether or not they were happy about how the Sustainability Fee 
was being spent, 37% and 35% of students answered that they did not know how it was being 
spent in 2015 & 2016, respectively. However, 35% and 37% of respondents in these years 
indicated that they were happy with how the fee was being spent. These results tell us that 
when students actually know what the Office is working on, they typically do support it. Because 
of this, showcasing the Office for Sustainability's efforts towards a more sustainable campus 
and planet will hold a prominent role in our developed curriculum. Our curriculum will urge 
students to get involved with on-campus sustainability projects and the Office in general. In 
addition to this, 15.5% of the free response section in 2015 and 10% of them in 2016 were 
regarding awareness and outreach for campus sustainability. Multiple responses within this 
category asked for tours of the office and more accessible information about what the Office for 
Sustainability does with the Sustainability Fee. These responses provide further justification of 
why we want to use this curriculum as a platform to discuss WMU’s stance on sustainability.  
 
      2. Lots of students are eager to get involved with on-campus sustainability projects. 
 

47% of 2015 survey respondents indicated that they were interested in participating in 
on campus sustainability projects and this percentage rose to 51% in 2016. For this conclusion, 
we decided to look a little further back and consult the 2014 survey results as well, which was a 



response of 45%. While it has been small growth, for the past three years more and more 
students have indicated that they would be interested in participating on campus with 
sustainability projects. The amounts of students were already large, but 2016 was the first year 
in which a slight majority of survey respondents stated that they would like to get involved. With 
the increased awareness of campus sustainability projects learned through our curriculum, 
students will be more inclined to know what is going on and how they can play a role in it. 
  
       3. Many students spend their time at WMU without ever taking a class that discusses the 
topic of sustainability 
 

Finally, we feel that more students should be taught about sustainability within their few 
years at Western Michigan University. Sustainability is a large part of WMU’s culture and the 
fact that students could go their entire college careers without learning about what we do as a 
university (or even sustainability in general) at all seems unfair to the student body. The 2015 
survey indicated that 46% of respondents have taken 0 classes that address the topic of 
sustainability. While this number improved to 44% in 2016, that is still far too big of a 
percentage. Having our curriculum implemented into FYE courses would give students 
entry-level knowledge of the subject. This could result in a change of behavior (to becoming 
more sustainable) or even in students realizing that they would like to learn more on the topic 
and decide to pick up a minor or major in the Environmental Studies or Global Climate Change 
Studies fields. 

 
We have developed our curriculum in response to the above conclusions and with input 

from ENVS professors all to fit into the current structure of FYE courses. FYE curriculum is 
divided into two sections: 60% university mandated topics and 40% which is left up to the 
professor of the course. Our curriculum has been created to take up a small portion of the 40% 
that is up to professor. We decided that three class periods of an hour and fifteen minutes was 
an appropriate amount of time to start with for our pilot. Three class periods gives students 
enough time understand the concepts without taking up too much of the 40% that is left up to 
the Professor to dictate.  
 

The content taught in this course was developed from a few different sources. First, we 
met with Daniel McFarlane, an Environmental Studies professor at WMU. Dr. McFarlane 
teaches a course called ‘Nature & Society’ which serves as an introductory course to the 
Environmental Studies program. Our goal from meeting with him was to pinpoint what exactly 
should be covered in our module so that the information would be accessible to students with 
little to no background in sustainability while still being useful to students who have shown in 
interest to it in the past. Our team went through old syllabi and course materials from previous 
ENVS courses to look for common topics to be discussed. Finally, we found a Sustainability 
Curriculum framework published by the Australian Government that we referenced. This 
resource was intended to help teach sustainability to younger children than college students but 
we felt that since it was still introductory information it was useful for our module. 
 



 
 
IV. Examples of Best Practice on WMU’s Campus: 
 

In the past, there was a sustainability component in the FYE program. The Office for 
Sustainability implemented a video project for FYE courses. Students involved were to create a 
short, impactful video about an aspect of sustainability. These videos were intended to make 
students understand the topic of sustainability more while creating short, digestible but 
informative videos to share with the rest of the student body to increase awareness about the 
Office for Sustainability and sustainability in general.  
 

After meeting with Maleeka Love, we were informed that this component of the FYE 
department was dropped. She mentioned that involvement in the project was low and that it was 
subsequently phased out. It seemed to our group that the sections of FYE with this component 
included were marketed as a full Sustainability-driven FYE course and because of this, many 
students may not have showed interest or enrolled in the course. Since this project is a small 
component of sustainability information to be added to the regular, existing FYE course, we 
don’t see low attendance being an issue. 
 
V. Discussion: 

The information collected from Ms. Maleeka Love, Mr. Dan McFarlane, previous ENVS 
courses and of course, the Student Sustainability Survey was all considered in the development 
of our curriculum and response to this need on campus. All of that information was used to 
develop the following learning outcomes of our sustainability curriculum. 

 
● Students should finish this module with a better understanding of the topic of 

sustainability and how it can be applied in their own lives. 
 
The topic of sustainability coincides with almost every other field of study you can 

choose to devote your college experience to. Additionally, being mindful of a sustainable life and 
future can help you think about the decisions you make on a daily basis in a different light. 
Students will learn what exactly sustainability is and how it applies directly to them and 
generations to follow and how small changes in their habits can have a profound impact on their 
immediate vicinity but also the rest of the world around them. Students will also be aware of the 
current state of the planet and how we got there. Essentially, upon completion of these three 
class periods, students will be familiar with the concept of sustainability and will begin thinking 
how about how components of it can be implemented into their own lives.  
 

● Students will be more aware of WMU and its sustainability efforts upon completion of this 
module. 

 
Not only will students be aware of sustainability in their personal lives, they will also 

become familiar with WMU’s Office for Sustainability and the projects it takes on on WMU’s 



campus. As discussed in our Methodology & Data section, while students are eager to learn 
about and get involved with WMU’s sustainability projects, they felt there wasn’t enough 
awareness around them. Providing Freshman with information about what WMU has 
accomplished and plans to accomplish in the realm of sustainability will get them interested and 
ideally, directly involved. Increased student awareness would result in more student involvement 
on current projects and potentially more students weighing in on sustainability projects and 
initiatives that they’d like to see happen on campus. 
 

The beauty of this project is that these learning outcomes can be satisfied with little work 
to be done by the FYE department. Since our module is completely comprehensive, FYE 
professors will just receive all the course materials from Ms. Love, review them before class and 
then present the information to students. After completing this module, former FYE students will 
be more conscious of sustainability and sustainable practices both in general and on campus 
and ideally will continue to use this information in their everyday lives. Not only would these 
students be prone to living a sustainable life, but they would now have the knowledge and 
resources to get involved with WMU’s sustainability efforts and help on current and future 
projects that are taken on by the Office for Sustainability.  
 
VI. Analysis Limitations & Future Work 
 

The limitations to our project were mainly due to the time constraints of the project and 
the seemingly disinterested First Year Experience professors. Once we started to meet with our 
points of contact it became clear the direction that we should go was slightly different than our 
original idea. Originally we wanted to be able to include more extensive curriculum that would 
cover more class time. We when through a planning phase where we decided that we would 
make multiple options of varying amounts of information; a 10 percent plan, a 20 percent plan, 
and a 40 percent plan. This idea was short lived and we ended up settling on a simple and easy 
to pilot single 10 percent plan. The time that was used planning and vetting the previous options 
took away from the final project proposal. Similar to the past incarnation of a Sustainability FYE 
course that did not garner much instructor interest we too had issues gaining support. We spoke 
directly with Bryon Glock, a current FYE instructor, who said, “I am not in a position to 
implement this project in my class at this time”. If we were able to gain more interest the future 
of this project would be much brighter  

Future work would involve the actual implementation of a pilot program and trying to gain 
access to at least two classrooms. This would offer us with sufficient feedback to judge how 
effective the course is at engaging students as well as how the professors see our completed 
material in terms of understandability as well as ease of teachability. If we were able to do this 
project again we would know to start small and we would be better equipped to have the course 
completed earlier and spend more time selling the proposal to a variety of FYE instructors.  
 
 
VII. Conclusions / Recommendations: 

 



Ideally, our pilot module will be used as intended but will eventually be just a framework 
for an even more extensive and in-depth sustainability component of FYE courses. If 
successful, more FYE professors could choose to use our module and eventually develop more 
class periods worth of content. This project began with the idea of implementing a full blown 
sustainability FYE course to be on WMU’s campus. If this project gains enough traction and 
yields the results we believe it will, perhaps an FYE: Sustainability course could be offered to 
incoming freshman where the entire 40% of the curriculum is devoted to the topic of 
sustainability. This would increase the results that our current pilot module will yield and could 
raise awareness and participation with the Office for Sustainability and the Environmental 
Studies program here at WMU. 

 
 
VIII. References: 

The Office for Sustainability’s “Student Sustainability Survey”, Survey 10/7/2015 
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Australian Government’s Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and Arts’ 
“Sustainability Curriculum Framework” 2010 

 
IV. Appendices: 
 

Appendix 1: Current Contact List  
 

Charles DeDene, (313) 580-1790, Charles.f.dedene@wmich.edu 
Evan Asher, (586) 914-2039, Evan.l.asher@wmich.edu 
Brandon McNeil, (586) 844-6043, Brandon.d.mcneil@wmich.edu 

 
Appendix 2: Contact List and Logs  
 
Makeela Love - Director of First Year Experience, Maleeka.love@wmich.edu,  

Discussed the general structure of an FYE course, the past version of the sustainability FYE 
course and issues/concerns with project implementation 

 
Bryon Glock - Assistant Director Information Technology/FYE Professor, 

Bryon.glock@wmich.edu 
Discussed learning outcomes of an FYE courses in general and what areas out of the current 
curriculum that the sustainability curriculum would be able to fit in 
 

Dr. Harold Glasser - Executive Director for Campus Sustainability, 
Harold.glasser@wmich.edu 

Discussed the project's framework and directed us toward resources for 
material and qualified individuals for contacts to get alternate information  
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mailto:Bryon.glock@wmich.edu
mailto:Evan.l.asher@wmich.edu
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Dr. Daniel Macfarlane - Assistant Professor of Environment and Sustainability Studies, 
Daniel.macfarlane@wmich.edu 
Provided us with sustainability curriculum ideas that would provide a fundamental base 
understanding of broad topics for incoming students  

 
Richard McMullen - Director for Exploratory Advising, Richard.mcmullen@wmich.edu 

Provided us with an alternate understanding of the First Year Experience program  
 

Laura Donders - WeSustain Internship Coordinator, Laura.m.donders@wmich.edu 
Provided us with information on the WeSustain internship program along with Office for 
Sustainability inner workings  

 
Isaac Green - WMU Office for Sustainability, Isaac.s.green@wmich.edu  

Provided us with feedback on multiple stages of our project and helped with the completion of 
our final report by proofreading multiple rough drafts  

 
 
 

Appendix 3: Course Materials 
 

Below you will find the individual note sheets for professors to use during each of the 
three class periods. Following will be the powerpoint presentations that they follow. 
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Class one: Sustainability at its Broadest  
 
-Introduction to Sustainability 

- Ask what the students definitions of sustainability are to lead the discussion, the goal is 
to see if the students can give any type of definition and gauge their knowledge on the subject 
by the response  

- See if they feel that a sustainability is a broad or narrow term, this would mean if 
sustainability is an overarching idea the spans all aspects of life or if the idea pertains only to 
the environment or energy use  

- Ask about sustainability at their homes and what exactly they think that means  
-Are they taking any steps? 

 
-what does sustainability really mean? (class discussion) 

-Show the two types of sustainability (nominal and robust) and explain the difference  
-Nominal sustainability is the idea that the three pillars of sustainability (economy, 

society, and environment) are all of equal value  
-Each must be equally considered when making a decision  
-Natural capital (trees, a forest, a wetland) is assigned a value and is thought to be able 

to be replaced with manufactured goods  
-Problems with this idea are that it is often difficult to assess the full value of a forest due 

to its intense interplay with the ecosystem and wildlife and that some natural capital is not 
replaceable  

-Robust sustainability is the idea that the environment should take precedence over the 
other pillars and that natural materials cannot be duplicated and should be impacted as little as 
possible 

 
-provide multiple definitions, have class pick best 

-Show the class the four technical definitions 
-Merriam webster dictionary  
-The Brundtland commission  
-The U.S. EPA 
-Cambridge dictionary  

-Discuss the definitions for strengths and weakness and ask which definition the 
students prefer  

-Ask if the student definitions were close to the actual technical definitions  
-Discuss how they deferred, where they were close, and if they liked their personal 

definitions better than the technical definitions or worse than them  
 

-Provide general overview for the Office of Sustainability  
-Ask if the students know about the office and if they do, what exactly do they know  
-Provide location of the office  



-show provided video to class, the video provides a general overview  
-talk about the Gibbs House  

-what is done at the house  
-student farming and agriculture  
-5 layer food forest  
-Gibbs House Fellowship program  
-hoophouses  
-composting techniques  
-discuss the bike stable at the office  
-free bike repair education  

-chance to learn how to work on your bike  
-cheap materials and free labor  

-Talk about the provided eco mug  
-free for all students 
-ask if they have they actually picked theirs up yet 

-if students did not know explain to them that there is a sustainability fee of 8 dollars per 
semester that is taken from their tuition 

 
-discuss and explain the ideas of ecological footprint, and water footprint 

- graph on slide 10 indicates which nations fall into the sustainability area 
X axis is the Human Development Index, it is defined by the UN as a measure of 

development of a nation 
-HDI represents the average health level which is composed of the life expectancy, 

average education, and average GDP  
-Y axis is the ecological footprint per person represented  
-Sustainability is the area that these two intersect in the bottom right corner  

 
-Discuss slavery footprint  

-The graphical representation of an individual's participation in modern day 
slavery based on the individual's consumption of consumers goods produced via 
slave labor  
-The slide breaks down how slavery footprints fit with sustainability  
 

-Show the students the final slide with the links to the various footprint calculators and 
inform them that their homework for the next class will be to complete the three different 
calculations and then return prepared to discuss their individual results as a class 
-possible extra credit assignment: visit the Office for sustainability and talk with the 
workers about the efforts of the office then write a few paragraphs on your experience 
and what you may have learned. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Class Two: Importance & Urgency of Sustainable Practices 
 

Slide 1 
Talk about the two goals of sustainability in the beginning slide. 
These are the goals we want to reached to sustain the world 

Slide 2 
Read the definition for Unsustainability 
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/stories/co2-101-why-is-carbon-dioxide-bad 
to Describe First and Second Order Change. 
Discuss the three questions with the students 

Slide 3 
Read the Industrial revolution slide 
Talk about how this was the beginning and start for the global temperatures to rise and a new 
era of burning fossils fuels. Look up short articles for more information on global temps rising 
and the connection of Industrial revolution 

Slide 4 
Look at the graphs and tell students that throughout the years that energy consumption have 
been on the rise. 
Especially look at 1900s because that is when everything was being made in factories and were 
basically the only jobs around. 
http://www.foei.org/good-energy-bad-energy 

Slide 5 

Talk about what carbon emissions are and look/show this graph to students so they can see the 
increase of carbon emissions. 
Look at this short article for more information about CO2 
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/stories/co2-101-why-is-carbon-dioxide-bad 

Slide 6 

Play Global temperature rising video 
If video does not work in Powerpoint than use the URL 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtPkFBbJLMg 
This video show us how the Earth Temperature has increased over the years 

Slide 7 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtPkFBbJLMg
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/stories/co2-101-why-is-carbon-dioxide-bad
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/stories/co2-101-why-is-carbon-dioxide-bad
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/stories/co2-101-why-is-carbon-dioxide-bad
http://www.foei.org/good-energy-bad-energy


Look at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/whatis.htm for quick briefing on climate change 
and read definition in class 
Discuss with students on the three questions about climate change 

Slide 8 

Watch Video about ways you can prevent climate change yourself 
The URL is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTfgNFz1DBM if video does not work in 
powerpoint 

Slide 9 

After Video read and discuss the long term goals with the students 
For more information on these goals look at 
http://www.climatechange.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=D27052CE-1 

Slide 10 

Homework discussion on the ecological footprints 
Discuss the four questions with students to find their viewpoint on where they stand 
 
Slide 11 
Get opinions from students on the three questions that talk about their future 
 
Slide 12 
Next homework assignment, reah excerpt from Nature of College 
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Class Three: Living A Sustainable Life 
 
Discussion on excerpt from The Nature of College: 

-what stuck out to you? 
-do you feel this excerpt accurately depicts college life? 
-students should understand that decisions in everyday life have implications   beyond 

their personal life. 
 
A sustainable future begins with personal sustainability 

-what can students do to become more sustainable? 
 
Systems Thinking 

-defined as: a management discipline that concerns an understanding of a system by 
examining the linkages and interactions between the components that comprise the entirety of 
that defined system. 

-essentially, understand the amount of moving parts and interconnections that go in 
certain systems. Each component has an effect on the others involved. Often times we don’t 
think about the full system. 

Example: when getting a glass of water, most people only think about turning the 
faucet from off to on. But what system is getting water a part of? We’re forgetting about the 
infrastructure involved in getting clean water, the filtration process, the water cycle that allows 
freshwater to be available. 

-not understanding systems as a whole can cause us to “solve” problems in an 
inappropriate fashion, or incorrectly.  
 

-First order change: appropriate + meaningful solutions from within existing system 
structure. 

-Second order change: appropriate + meaningful solutions come from outside the 
existing system structure + require system-structure change. 

“The system structure itself is the problem” 
-talk about mop & bucket scenario: you enter a room where water is flowing out 

of faucets and flooding a room. There are mops and buckets in the corner. What do you 
do? First order change is grabbing a mop and bucket. Second order is turning off the 
faucet.  
 
Other ways to live a sustainable life 

-diet: understand the implications of your diet 



-factory farming is incredibly detrimental to the planet. 37% of methane 
emissions come from factory farming beef. Methane is ~20x more potent of a heat 
trapping greenhouse gas.  

-to generate 2.2lbs of beef it costs 33,913 liters of water and 60lbs of CO2. 
-Palm oil, which is in about 50% of products is one of the leading causes 

of deforestation and thus, CO2 emissions.  
-be conscious of the ingredients and sources of your food! Read labels, 

investigate practices by large corporations. 
 

-voting: putting politicians that put the environment first is extremely important. 
The culture and general tone of politicians can dictate the governmental body’s stance 
on the climate and thus, the policies that come out of it.  

-voting local is extremely important. Local politicians put environment 
legislature into action that you see first hand. 

-example: Paul Clements and his Master course working on 
Kalamazoo’s Environmental action plan. 
 

-divestment & voting with your dollar: this is extremely important. You can take 
sustainable measures in your personal life but if you continue to give your money to 
companies that are not, you aren’t helping the planet. Be conscious of labor practices 
and resource extraction and depletion associated with large corporations. 

-stop buying from unethical companies! Take your money out of financial 
institutions that support unethical behavior. 
 

-focus on local: supporting local business is very important in the fight for 
sustainability. Keep profits local so that your immediate area sees the benefits of it. 
Local food is more sustainably produced and cuts down on transportation of it. Strong 
communities can better handle climate-change driven catastrophes when they occur. 
 

-renewable energy: breaking the dependence on fossil fuels is imperative in this 
fight. Greenhouse gas emissions from the extraction of fossil fuels are HUGE and drive 
climate change. Driving less, buying less plastic and other goods that are produced with 
oil. Do your research!!! 
 
WMU’s Sustainability Efforts and How to Get Involved 

-Office for Sustainability 
-Bronco Cards get you free bus rides 
-solar panels, green rooftops, electric vehicle infrastructure  
-students for sustainable earth 



 
Course Powerpoint Presentations  
*See attached presentations 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


