
Fort St. Joseph Archaeology

�e Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project (herea�er "the Project") has an ally among naturalists (experts and /or
students of  natural history) and recreational users of the St. Joseph River (�shermen, kayakers, and canoers).

Building Bridges Between the
St.Joseph Riv� and Local Archae�ogy
THE ROLE OF THE RIVER: PAST AND PRESENT
During the 18th century, Fort St. Joseph was surrounded by a deciduous forest which supported a variety 
of �ora and fauna. �e wildlife of the forest and river were utilized in the everyday lives of local inhabitants. 
�e French and Native Americans hunted beavers, raccoons, and muskrats for their fur and meals, used the 
river for transportation, and collected other local resources like stone to construct their houses. �e St. Joseph
River continues to play a pivotal role in the lives of people today, albeit in new ways. Although the river is
seldom used for  transportation, subsistence, or trade today, it is a recreational attraction.  Kayakers,
�shermen, and canoers visit the river to practice their outdoor  hobbies and enjoy the area's natural beauty. 

THE MUTUAL INTERESTS BETWEEN ANTHROPOLOGY
AND NATURAL HISTORY
Anthropologists and naturalists share an interest in the St. Joseph River
and how humans have  interacted with it through the ages. Archaeologists
have  been investigating the ways in which people have used the  St. Joseph
           River through their excavations of the Fort
           St. Joseph site. Archaeological studies shed light
           on the types of animals that previously occupied
           the area. Some animals, such as passenger
           pigeons, have since become extinct.  �us,
           archaeology can contribute information on
           changes that have occurred in the natural
           environment over the past 300 years. 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT
�e Sarett and Fernwood Nature Centers have both
been a�liated with the Project in the past. �e Sarett
Nature Center has provided Archaeology Open
House attendees with the opportunity to ride in a
historically accurate replica of an 18th-century voyageur canoe.�e Fernwood Nature Center has provided
taxidermic specimens of animals similar to those recovered from the ongoing archaeological excavations of the
fort for display at the Open House. �ese previous partnerships have the potential to serve as a foundation for
further collaboration. 

Furs of animals that were commonly traded 
overseas to Europe, including raccoon and beavers.
Photo by Genevieve Perry.

A sign marking the location of a landing point for canoes and kayaks.

A pike caught on the St. Joseph River. 
Photo by Anne Volpe. 

The Fort St. Joseph Museum in Niles, Michigan,
provides information about the history and
archaeology of Fort St. Joseph.

The Fernwood Nature Center, which is located
in Niles, Michigan,  provides information
regarding natural history to the public. 

View of the St. Joseph River from the east bank near Fort St. Joseph. The abundance
of natural resources made it an ideal location for the fort.  Photo by Genevieve Perry.

Accurate voyageur canoe provided by Sarett Nature  Center for the Archaeology Open House.

Painting of a voyageur canoe during the 18th century.

A beaver, whose fur was a very popular fashion 
item during the 18th century.

Map of the
St. Joseph River
showing points
of interest to
paddlers.
Created by Eureka
Cartography
(2012).

This exhibit was created and designed by members of the Anthropology in the Community class (ANTH 5030) in Spring 2017 (Jenifer Blouin, Chris
Carpenter, Amber Coniglio, Stephanie Flounory, Alyssa Gunn, Stefan Hubble, Hailey Maurer, Je�rey Nau, Kourtney Potts, Josh Schneider, Kyle Sicotte, Ashley
Sussmann, and Meghan Williams under the supervision of Michael S. Nassaney). It was produced with support from the Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project,
a partnership between Western Michigan University and the City of Niles. Thanks to our community partners who assisted, especially Christina Arseneau, Steve Arseneau, Mary
Ellen Drolet, Roger Gregorski, Sharon Gregorski, Christian Johnston, Bob Myers, Sanya Phillips, Ken Sarkozy, Monica Topash, Marcus Winchester, and Michael Worline.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUTURE COLLABORATION 
�e Fernwood Nature Center and the Fort St. Joseph Museum o�er opportunities for collaboration between naturalists and

archaeologists. Both have the knowledge to create brief exhibits or lectures on either the natural history of the St. Joseph River
valley or the history of the fort.�e Fernwood Nature Center can educate Archaeology Open House attendees about the natural

history of the area as well as animal pelts from animals once exploited at the fort found during excavations.  �ese are a few
examples of how collaboration between the Project and the natural history community can promote understanding of the

history of the St. Joseph River valley. Will you join us as we continue to study, protect, and enjoy the natural world
surrounding Fort St. Joseph?


