
Fort St. Joseph
Archaeological Project

Join Our Membership!
 Annual membership in the Fort St. Joseph 
Archaeological Project assists with transporting 
and housing students, maintaining field 
equipment, supporting student scholarships, 
and defraying the cost of the excavations. 

Annual Membership Levels :
Friend $1-$99 
Voyageur $100-$249 
Explorer $250-$499 
Commandant $500-$9,999 
Lifetime Member $10,000+ 

My gi� is to be paid via: 
___ Check (Payable to WMU FDN: Fort St. Joseph) 
___ Credit Card (check one) 

___ MasterCard ___ Visa 

Account #:________________________________
Expiration Date:___________________________
Verification Code:__________________________
Signature (required):_______________________
Name:___________________________________
Phone Number: (___)_______________________
Address:_________________________________
City:_____________________________________
State, Zip:________________________________
Email:___________________________________
 

Please complete this form and return to: 
Western Michigan University, Gi� Processing 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5403

Public Archaeology 

The Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project 
has engaged and educated the community 
about archaeology and the history of Niles 
since its inception. Every year, the Project 
holds week long summer camps in which 
people of all ages and backgrounds are 
invited to work alongside WMU archaeologists 
to rediscover the history of Fort St. Joseph. 

Summer campers are taught archaeological 
techniques, including excavation skills and 
artifact analysis along with the history of 
Fort St. Joseph and its role in New France. 
Over 300 middle and high school students, 
educators, and lifelong learners have 
participated in the program since 2002.

An annual public lecture series was 
established in 2009 to provide an opportunity 
for the community to meet and learn from 
nationally and internationally recognized 
scholars. These lectures focus on a di�erent 
theme each year and are o�ered during the 
field season, free to the public. Since 2006, 
the Project has welcomed visitors to its open 
house to witness active archaeology by 
touring the site and interacting with period 
re-enactors as we provide a better 
understanding of colonial life. Visitors of all 
ages from around the world have witnessed 
history being uncovered at the tip of a trowel.

For more information, 
please contact: 

Michael S. Nassaney, Ph.D. 
Principal Investigator 

Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project  
1903 W. Michigan Ave. 

Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5306 

Phone: 269-387-3981 
Fax: 269-387-3970 

E-mail: michael.nassaney@wmich.edu 
http://www.wmich.edu/fortstjoseph 

 
College of Arts and Sciences 



• The 2018 WMU archaeological field school 
recovered new information about the size 
and shape of a fireplace known as Feature 27.

• Four lead seals were recovered from three
excavation units. Lead seals were attached to 
textiles and can reveal information about 
taxation, origin, and types of cloth.

• The ninth annual lecture series hosted 
Kathleen Ehrhardt, Larry Horrigan, Brock 
Giordano, and Heather Walder who discussed 
technology—the Project’s theme for 2018.

• The archaeological field school hosted their 
second community dinner to thank the many 
volunteers and partners who assist with the 
Project.

• The FSJ Archaeology Open House welcomed 
800 visitors on one of the hottest weekends of 
the summer.

Project History

Support the Fort, Inc., a local history group 
in Niles, MI, contacted WMU in 1998 to help 
find the Fort using documents supplied by 
Dr. Joseph Peyser, leading to the creation of 
the Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project, a 
partnership between the City of Niles and 
WMU. Initial excavations revealed French 
and English artifacts and led to subsequent 
investigations conducted by the WMU 
Department of Anthropology students 
and faculty, with the help of community 
volunteers. Each year, more clues are 
recovered revealing the complex nature 
of the Fort including architectural remains; 
European imports and Native-style artifacts; 
bones from the animals they ate and hunted 
in the fur trade; and other evidence of daily 
life. But much more work remains to be 
conducted.

Fort History
Fort St. Joseph was founded by the French in 
1691 near a strategic portage that connected 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi River. The 
Fort served as a mission, garrison, and trading 
post for nearly a century and facilitated 
cultural exchange between the Native 
Americans and the French. Its location made 
it an important link in a chain of 
European settlements in the western Great 
Lakes region. The British took control of the 
Fort in 1761 and the Spanish claimed it for a 
day before it was abandoned in 1781. In 1998, 
Western Michigan University (WMU) 
archaeologists led by principal investigator, 
Dr. Michael Nassaney, began their search for 
the long lost fort. 

This seal is from Darnétal, 
where products such as 
woolen broadcloths in French 
and Dutch styles and 
Normandy blankets were 
produced. This seal has the 
combined coat of arms of 
seigneuress (lady) Marie Sophie 
Honorate Colbert and her 
husband Charles-François II of 
Montmorency-Luxembourg.

• For the fourth consecutive year, one of our 
Native American students performed a 
smudging ceremony on the floodplain.

• The Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project 
welcomed 28 students to our archaeology 
summer camp programs. 

• Sami Brown and Shelby Johnson received 
the William M. Cremin Scholarship in 
Archaeology.

• Our video “Get Ready to Get Dirty” received 
the second place award at the Society for 
Historical Archaeology’s Photo and Video 
Competition in New Orleans. Check it out on
Youtube.

Recent Project Outcomes


