Western Michigan University
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration

Social Justice Art Competition
Middle and high school students (6 – 12th grade) in Kalamazoo Public
Schools and surrounding school districts are invited to participate in the
2018 MLK Jr. Celebration Social Justice Art Competition. Create an
original piece of artwork that honors Rev. Dr. King’s legacy and exemplifies
the theme:
WHAT IS YOUR POSITION IN TIMES OF
CHALLENGE AND CONTROVERSY?

ART OFTEN HAS A WAY
OF UNIFYING PEOPLE
AND BRINGING SENSITIVE
ISSUES TO LIGHT. HOW
CAN YOUR ORIGINAL
PIECE OF ARTWORK
BRING THE KALAMAZOO
COMMUNITY TOGETHER
AROUND A COMMON
PURPOSE?

MLK Jr. Legacy

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy epitomizes social justice. He
embodied the ideals of social justice for humankind beyond man-made
demographics. King lived out social justice by joining the fight for civil
rights and workers’ rights during his short life. He was martyred for equity
and freedom…freedom to reach the full potential of one’s existence
through passion, persistence, and education. King’s ideals reject hateful
rhetoric regardless of its target and encourage us to opt for love,
understanding and cooperation instead. King led a life that moves us to
welcome everyone we encounter into the embrace of humanity. His legacy
charges us to exchange complacency for sacrifice, choosing to take on the
challenge of social justice work. King’s legacy empowers us to be
advocates and allies for ourselves and others; living lives of reconciliation.
His life proves that we can live justly and love mercy as we strive to treat
all members of our human family with kindness and compassion.

Untitled
th
Alexandria Courtney, 9 grade,
Loy Norrix High School

"The ultimate
measure of a man is
not where he stands in
moments of comfort
and convenience, but
where he stands at
times of challenge
and controversy."

Competition Overview:
□ To compete, submit a photo of your
artwork online by Nov. 30 at:
wmich.edu/mlk/artsubmission
§ Artwork must be original and created entirely
by the participating student.
§ Both two-dimensional and three-dimensional
artworks will be accepted. (Two-dimensional
artwork should not exceed 18” x 24” in size.)
Artwork must be easily transportable and
display ready.

“A Fight for Equal Rights”
th
Vanessa Fernandez, 8 grade,
Linden Grove Middle School

– Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

□ The top 15 contestants will receive art supplies and be asked to deliver
their artwork to Linden Grove Middle School by Dec. 20, 2017 where their
piece will be on display during the Social Justice Book Bowl on Jan. 10, 2018.
□ Three winners will be honored during the Kalamazoo Public School
Visitation at Western Michigan University on Jan. 13. Winners will receive
art portfolios and their piece will be highlighted during the KPS Visitation and
at Kalamazoo’s Community-wide celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr.
§ Artwork will be judged based on interpretation of theme, originality and technical skill.

Deadline: November 30, 2017

wmich.edu/mlk

