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KCP Visiting Professors Program Application Packet 

Office of Diversity and Inclusion 

Western Michigan University 

Program Overview 

The Martin Luther King, Jr.; César Chávez; Rosa Parks (KCP) Visiting Professors Program was 
created by the Michigan State Legislature in 1986 as part of the King, Chávez, Parks Initiative. 
The intent is to prevent the decrease of college graduation rates for academically or 
economically disadvantaged students in postsecondary education.  The State of Michigan’s KCP 
Visiting Professors Program is intended to augment the number of instructors in higher 
education institutions in the State representing diverse groups. Preference may not be given to 
a visiting faculty on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, gender, or national origin.  Institutions 
should encourage applications from applicants who would otherwise not be adequately 
represented in the faculty. 

In support of this mission, the legislature created the Visiting Professors Program to increase 
the number of instructors who can serve as role models to students from academically or 
economically disadvantaged groups.  The Visiting Professors Program provides a vital 
demonstration that a diverse pool of talented academics does exist. The Department of Labor 
and Economic Opportunity, Workforce Development provides oversight and technical 
assistance to the KCP Visiting Professors Program. 

Guidelines 

1. The Visiting Professors Program is intended to increase the number of instructors in the 
classroom to provide role models for academically or economically disadvantaged 
students. 

2. Preference for Visiting Professors Program award recipients may not be given to Visiting 
Faculty on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, gender, or national origin.  Institutions 
should encourage applications from applicants who would not otherwise be adequately 
represented in the faculty and will not focus on recruitment of international 
representatives. 

3. Applicants for Visiting Professors Program awards shall submit a completed application 
and supporting narrative and justification as to how the proposed activity/presentation 
will directly support academically and economically disadvantaged groups.  

4. The Visiting Professors applications must be approved prior to expenditure of funds. 
Special consideration will be given to proposals which integrate with other KCP 
programs offered on the campus, including the Future Faculty Fellowship program, 4S, 
Gear Up and MI-CUP. 
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Application Instructions 

Please review all instructions and complete the application.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion at 269-387-6313. 

1. Please complete the application form.  
2. Please include a cover letter and recent Curriculum Vitae. 

a. The cover letter should briefly highlight specific accomplishments of the 
proposed scholar that distinguish the scholar in their respective fields. 

b. Concisely explain the proposed presentations/activities the scholar will provide 
and how the proposed activities/presentations will positively impact 
academically and economically disadvantaged groups by presenting positive 
instructional role models to students.  

c. The Curriculum Vitae should be recent and must be typed in English and contain 
details of the scholar’s academic background and creative work. 

3. Please include a typed narrative that provides an expanded description of the proposed 
project and its intended potential to positively impact academically and economically 
disadvantaged groups by presenting positive instructional role models to students.  
Please describe how the proposed activity will acknowledge support from the KCP 
Initiative. Complete all sections of the application, and attach supporting documentation 
where possible. Clearly state who will be the intended audience for the Visiting 
Professors program. Specifically, who will be invited, will attendance be different at 
different components or segments of the Visiting Professor program events. Include in 
the narrative if there will be costs associated with participation in the program by the 
participants, or attend sessions. 

4. Applicants must include a biography (submitted in Word or PDF format) which can be 
used as an informative piece for the potential audience.  The biography needs to be 125 
words or less and should include a photo of the applicant.  

5. Applicants should submit an outline detailing the planned schedule of the proposed 
presentations/activities including dates, times and intended audiences for respective 
segments of presentations/activities. 

6. The scholar should submit an itemized budget with justification.  The budget should 
consist include the cost of travel, honorarium and other expenses such as lodging and 
meals.  

7. If the application is approved, then the visiting scholar must complete the required 
forms to receive reimbursement for travel and honorarium. The Office of Diversity 
Education will work provide the required forms to the visiting scholar. 

8. Submit with the completed application materials. Applications submitted without all 
required materials will not be considered. 
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KCP Visiting Professors Program Application 
Office of Diversity and Inclusion 

Western Michigan University  
 

Please submit the completed application materials to the Office of Diversity and Inclusion via 
email to enedelia.cruz@wmich.edu . 

 

Title: (Miss, Mr., Mrs. Ms., Dr.) 

Name of Visiting Professor: ___________________________________________________ 

Position: ____________________________________________________ 

Organization Affiliation: ______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address (street, city, state, zip code); 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 

Gender: ________________________________ 

Ethnicity/Race: (please circle one): African American/Black, Asia American, Caucasian/White, 
Native American/Native Alaskan, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Hispanic/Latino(a), 
Multiracial, Other 

Citizenship: _________________________________________ 

Permanent U.S. Resident: Yes or No 

Visa Type (if applicable): _________________________________ 

Notes if any: 

 

Descriptive Title of Visiting Professor Project: ________________________________________ 

 

Dates of Visit:  

Arrival: ______________________  Departure: ________________________ 

mailto:enedelia.cruz@wmich.edu
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Name(s) of Hosting Department/program/unit: 

1. ___________________________________________________ 
2. ___________________________________________________ 
3. ___________________________________________________ 
4. ___________________________________________________ 

Name and email of contact person for each hosting department/unit/program: 

1. _____________________________    ____________________________________ 
2. _____________________________  ____________________________________ 
3. _____________________________  ____________________________________ 
4. _____________________________  ____________________________________ 

Budget (University Match and the State funds combined must equal 100% of the cost of the 
Visiting Professor so each must contribute 50% of the total cost of the Visiting Professor. 

Item *University Match **State Funds 
Honorarium   
Travel   
Lodging    
Meals   
Total   

The budget portion is to be completed by the department/division hosting the Visiting 
Professor. 

*The University Match must be a combinations of funds from the hosting 
department/programs/unit to total 50% of the cost of the Visiting Professor. That cost may be 
shared among departments if multiple departments will be hosting the Visiting Professor during 
their project. 

**The Office of Diversity and Inclusion will disseminate the state funds upon the completion of 
the project. 

Please check to ensure that all required application materials are included prior to 
submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


