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January 2022 Newsletter

Energy, Enthusiasm, and Aviation Opportunities

Hello Aviation Alumni and Friends,

Snow is flying, the air is crisp, and students are busy doing airport simulations,

problem solving aircra� systems, and filling the Battle Creek airspace with planes!

Needless to say, a�er a few quiet weeks to end 2021, it is great to have the energy

and life back filling the College of Aviation halls.

For this year, we will be offering opportunities for you to interact with us. The best

part – each interaction will provide you with the possibility of winning prizes each

month! It may be a survey, questionnaire, or simply submitting your name. Every

month will be different, so keep your eyes open.

To kick it off, we are looking for couples who “found” each other while students at

the College of Aviation. Did you find your soul mate while both of you were pursuing

your aviation dream? Or, do you know of a Bronco Aviation couple? If you or the

couple are still together please click here and submit the names. All those that

participate will qualify for the random prize drawing. Entries must be in before the
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end of the day on Friday, January 28. (Because it is a new year, Iʼll be generous and

extend the parameters of the query to include any Bronco couple, as long as one of

them were from the College of Aviation!)

Speaking of love, sharing stories of our great alumni is a passion of mine! This

month, I am excited to share the story of Mitchell Carr. Arriving at WMU from the

home of the Chicago White Sox and Cubs, Carr graduated from the College of

Aviation with an aviation management and operations degree in 2020. Timing may

be everything, and while the calendar may have been stacked against all of us,

Carrʼs dedication, commitment, and perseverance landed him at Frontier Airlines.

For the complete story on Mitchell Carr, scroll down and click the link.

Donʼt forget! At the bottom of the newsletter are links to additional stories about

WMU faculty, staff, and students. In this monthʼs edition, take a few minutes to learn

more about Tracey Kauppila, the College of Aviation Executive Assistant to the

Dean. In case you missed it, there is also a link to the story on Joel Webley, CoA

Alumni and current chair for the Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals.

News, Events and Save the Dates!

Because it is never too early to start planning – the 2022 Annual Aviation Golf

Outing has been set. Get out your calendars and pencil in the date: Monday,

June 6, 2022. General registration will open the middle of February!

No Foolin! The College of Aviation will be hosting our annual Aviation Outlook

Day on Friday, April 1. If you or your company would like to exhibit and

connect with current aviation students, please sign-up by clicking here.

You asked for it, you got it! There are now College of Aviation Alumni items

stocked in Captain Daveʼs Aviation Emporium. New products will be coming in

soon, so make sure to visit o�en. Show your College of Aviation pride by

wearing the latest and greatest from our very own aviation spirit shop!

Thanks for being great supporters! Please let us know how you are doing. Send

updates to tom.thinnes@wmich.edu!

Go Broncos!

Tom
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Tom Thinnes

Western Michigan University

College of Aviation

Recruitment, Marketing and Outreach

Aviation Management and Operations Alumnus Mitchell Carr
Cruising in His Career

In all likelihood, College of Aviation alumnus Mitchell Carr probably possesses little

-- if any -- awareness of basketball coach Jim Valvano. In the 1983 NCAA

championship game, Valvano's North Carolina State Wolfpack team upset -- with a

last-second shot -- the Houston Cougars squad that had already achieved being a

legend in its own time. Stricken by a terminal case of cancer a decade later, Valvano,

in a nationally televised speech, established the Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer

Research with this motto -- "Don't give up, don't ever give up."

http://click.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8b00dbd0639388e5762842985632ed5025af7d83dfd74aaf5f461f3660a3e5c077e06804b99a2022b1b918bea51c9e2c42fc0ffb0915f737
http://click.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8b00dbd0639388e5762842985632ed5025af7d83dfd74aaf5f461f3660a3e5c077e06804b99a2022b1b918bea51c9e2c42fc0ffb0915f737
http://click.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8b00dbd0639388e5762842985632ed5025af7d83dfd74aaf5f461f3660a3e5c077e06804b99a2022b1b918bea51c9e2c42fc0ffb0915f737
http://click.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8b00dbd0639388e5762842985632ed5025af7d83dfd74aaf5f461f3660a3e5c077e06804b99a2022b1b918bea51c9e2c42fc0ffb0915f737


11/28/23, 1:19 PM view.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8a0302ac1b0f451081ce350c690bfb4c004acf7886dcadd36e510fca165cb7243511f1cdc45706dbce920193bbaaee55a…

view.e.wmualumni.org/?qs=8a0302ac1b0f451081ce350c690bfb4c004acf7886dcadd36e510fca165cb7243511f1cdc45706dbce920193bbaaee55a96a1f735924812d7a5… 4/6

WMU taps leader from Oregon State to take reins of Bronco
Athletics

Following a nationwide search, Western Michigan University has named a new

director for intercollegiate athletics. Dan Bartholomae, Oregon State Universityʼs

executive deputy athletic director and chief operating officer, took the reins of

Bronco Athletics effective Jan. 1. Bartholomae succeeds longtime Athletic Director

Kathy Beauregard, who is retiring a�er a four-decade career at Western, including

24 years heading up the division.

Join local events to honor legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.
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"The time is always right to do what is right" is the theme of this year's Martin

Luther King Jr. Celebration, with virtual and in-person events hosted by Western

Michigan University and local partners in recognition of MLK Day on Monday, Jan.

17. Visit the website for more information regarding events at Western and other

key sponsors, including Bronson Healthcare, city of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo

College, Kalamazoo Community Foundation, Kalamazoo Public Schools and

Kalamazoo Valley Community College. Events are free and open to the public.

Airplanes, Students, and Camaraderie: Tracey Kauppila Keeps Her Head in the

Clouds and Eyes on the Prize

Joel Webleyʼs Words of Aviation Wisdom
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