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• Learner-centered but currently lacks student 
engagement 

• Dissatisfaction among students, faculty and 
advisors with current curriculum 

• Limited focus on learning outcomes 
• Opportunity to enhance undergraduate experience 
• Accreditation requirements (lack of assessment) 
• Connect to WMU Signature initiative 
• Incorporate best practices 

Need for Revision of WMU’s Current 
General Education Curriculum 



Proposed Concept 
• Increase student engagement 
• Maintain about the same number of credit hours as 

current curriculum 
• “Purposeful” in both structure and content 
• Students will develop skills while learning content 
• Some courses will deal with “big questions” 

• Team-taught, inter-disciplinary first-year course to 
introduce the big questions 

• Content areas for “breadth and balance” 
• Capstone courses link majors to general education 

learning outcomes 



• Faculty development programs that include part-time 
instructors and graduate assistants 

• Won’t be called general education 
• University Studies? 
• University Curriculum? 
• University Education? 
• University Core? 
• Liberal Education? 
• Gold Standard? 
• Gold-Standard Education? 
• Balance and Breadth? 
• Foundations for a Respected Education & Degree 

Proposed Concept 



Improvements Over Current General 
Education Curriculum 

• Merges proficiencies and content areas 
• Uses big questions to stimulate engagement 

and commitment to life-long learning 
• Develops skills through content knowledge 
• Provides structure for course sequencing 



Design Framework for General Education 
Draft: Revised November 30, 2015 



How FCS 3150 Global Ecology of the Family (Area IV) Fits  
Proposed Design Framework for General Education 



How MUS 3500 American Music of the Twentieth Century 
(Area III) Fits Proposed General Education Design 

Framework 



Increasing Student Engagement 

• Revised and required First-Year Experience 
explicitly promotes general education, explains its 
importance and introduces “big questions”  

• Team-taught, inter-disciplinary, first-year course uses 
big questions to build student enthusiasm 

• Capstone courses connect majors with general 
education learning outcomes 

• Preparation for life after college including civic and 
community engagement 



• Involvement of people currently teaching general 
education courses 

• How/where does their course fit into the revised 
structure? 

• What knowledge, skills and perspectives does their course 
contribute to student learning outcomes 

• Accelerated process for granting courses  
“general education” status under revised structure 

• Implementation time frame 
• MOA on curriculum structure by March 2016 
• Implementation roll-out by Fall 2018 

Methods and Implementation 



• Need to change student, advisor, faculty and 
administrator attitudes 

• Resources and pedagogy for team-taught, inter-
disciplinary course and required FYE 

• Connecting majors with general education 
learning outcomes 

• Development and support for teachers 
• Some departments devote a lot of resources to 

delivering current general education curriculum 
• Transfer credits 

Challenges 
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