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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

 
LIBRARIES COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of 12 December 2017 
Waldo Library – Room 3077 

 
Members Present: Wanda Hadley, Richard Junger, Jinseok Kim, Joyashish 

Thakurta, Ila Baker 
Members Absent: Mary Ann Stark, John Saillant 
Ex Officio Member Present: Bret Wagner 
Advisory Member Present: Julie Garrison, Dean, University Libraries 
Advisory Member Absent: Barbara Cockrell, Associate Dean, University 

Libraries 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Richard Junger at 3:05 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Wagner, seconded by Thakurta, to accept the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of 14 November 2017 Minutes 

A motion was made by Wagner, seconded by Kim, to approve the 14 November 
minutes as edited. Motion carried. 
 

Chair’s Remarks 

Saillant had informed the committee that he was unable to attend the meeting in 
an email. However, Ila Baker was able to attend, as the meeting date did not 
conflict with her teaching schedule as it had during the prior semester. 
 

ACTION ITEM 
Election of Chair 

A motion was made by Wagner, seconded by Kim, to recommend Junger as chair 
for appointment by the Executive Board. Motion carried. 
 

DISCUSSTION ITEMS 
Libraries Liaisons 

Garrison stated that she had contacted the library liaisons since the November 
meeting. Some had made copies of the 2017 annual library report available to 
their constituents and some had not. The decisions were based on the needs and 
preferences of individual departments, best known to the liaisons. The committee 
discussed that Garrison may want to make the next report available through the 
liaisons and other venues at the beginning of the new school year to allow greater 
dissemination.  
 

Cancellation of Library Subscriptions Notice 
Garrison discussed the list of library cancellations notice distributed to faculty by 
the liaisons via email last week. She said the cancellations were made necessary 

by cost increases and a fixed acquisition budget. Decisions were made by 
individual liaisons based on circulation statistics. Garrison said the largest 
pushback she was aware of involved The New York Times digital edition. The 

newspaper greatly increased its price to the library for the service after a cheaper 
introductory year rate and faculty were making more personal rather than class 
use of the digital subscriptions than anticipated. Committee members expressed 
their regrets but said they understood the library's financial situation. Garrison 
stated that more cancellations may be necessary next fiscal year and that the 
library hoped to have more time to consider the final choices.  
  

Presentation to the Faculty Senate 

Wagner stated that the Faculty Senate has invited the library to make a 10-minute 
presentation at its April 5 meeting. Garrison stated that she will not be able to 
make that presentation but that other library administrators can do so in her place. 
In spite of previous discussion, Wagner stated that 10 minutes was an appropriate 
amount of time for such a presentation, given a few extra minutes for questions or 
comments.  
 

OTHER 

Junger stated that he would contact the Senate office to help determine a best 
day and time for spring 2018 committee meetings.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. by Chair Richard Junger.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Richard Junger, Chair 


