
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning Outcome: Develop creative and critical thinking. 
 
Note: Chose option 1 OR option 2 to meet this learning outcome. 

  Option 1: Includes creative thinking and creative and critical habits of mind. 
  Option 2: include critical thinking and creative and critical habits of mind. 
 

 

                                                           
1 “Studio Habits of Mind” from Lois Hetland et al, Studio Thinking 2: The Real Benefits of Visual Arts Education, NY: Teachers College Press, 2013 

Criteria Exemplary Proficient Developing Beginning 

Creative Thinking 
 
Students demonstrate, 
synthesize, and model two or 
more of the following: the ability 
to think divergently, to imagine, 
to develop a personal voice, and 
to create new works. 
 
(Option 1) 
 

Students can model creative 
thinking for others in multiple 
settings, including the process of 
discovery, integration, 
application, reflection, 
modification, and application.  

Students synthesize two or more: 
the ability to think divergently, to 
imagine, to develop a personal 
voice, and to create new works; 
they work to modify discoveries in 
novel ways. 

Students demonstrate one or 
more: the ability to think 
divergently, to imagine, to 
develop a personal, or to create 
new works.  Students also 
practice a process of discovery, 
integration, application, and 
limited reflection. 

Students identify creative 
processes within or across 
disciplines, literatures, or real-
world problems, including 
discovery, integration, 
application, and reflection.   

Critical Thinking 
 
Students practice comprehensive, 
reason and evidence-based 
exploration and analysis before 
accepting or formulating an 
opinion or conclusion. 
 
(Option 2) 

Students model innovative and 
creative approaches to critical 
reasoning, analysis and problem-
solving, including the process of 
discovery, integration, 
application, reflection, 
modification, and application. 

Students demonstrate and 
synthesize approaches to 
material, critically evaluating both 
the object of study and their own 
methods of analysis; they become 
proficient in evaluating evidence 
and reasoning; they work to 
modify discoveries in novel ways. 

Students demonstrate an 
understanding of the analytical 
concepts and tools and 
distinguishing the relevant 
applications.  They begin 
evaluating evidence and 
reasoning.  Students also practice 
a process of discovery, 
integration, application, and 
limited reflection.  

Students identify relevant issues, 
ideas, artifacts, events, or 
knowledge.  They explore how 
others evaluate evidence and 
reasoning.  They then identify the 
processes of critical thinking 
across disciplines, literatures, or 
real-world problems, including 
discovery, integration, 
application, and reflection. 

Creative and Critical Habits of 
Mind1 
 
Students cultivate and persist 
despite challenges in recognizing, 
developing, and applying multiple 
and diverse ways of thinking. 

Students model complex analysis, 
problem solving, and applications: 
appropriately selecting objective 
and subjective ways of knowing; 
appropriately applying multiple 
and diverse ways of thinking; and 
applying iterative processes. 

Students gain skills in complex 
analysis, problem solving, and 
applications: moving between 
objective and subjective ways of 
knowing, and persisting despite 
challenges in applying multiple 
and diverse ways of thinking. 

Students practice objective and 
subjective ways of thinking, 
analysis, and problem solving. 

Students identify objective and 
subjective ways of analysis. 


