
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning Outcome: Demonstrate familiarity with a language other than English and/or the culture associated with it. 
 
NOTE: Choose option 1 OR option 2 to meet this learning outcome: 

  Option 1: Include communication and cultural comparisons criteria. 
  Option 2: Include cultural knowledge and cultural comparisons criteria. 
 

Criteria Exemplary Proficient Developing Beginning 

Communication 
 
Student communicates in a 
natural human language other 
than English. 
 
(Option 1)  

Demonstrates the ability to 
formulate original thoughts 
and feelings with the language 
when communicating about 
familiar topics related to daily 
life, and to recombine learned 
material in order to express 
personal meaning. Expresses 
self in sentence-level language, 
ranging from discrete 
sentences to strings of 
sentences (ACTFL intermediate 
range). 

Manages successfully a 
number of uncomplicated 
communicative tasks in 
straightforward social 
situations by using short 
messages; conversation is 
restricted to a few of the 
predicable topics necessary for 
survival in the target language 
culture, such as basic personal 
information, basic objects, and 
a limited number of activities, 
preferences, and immediate 
needs (ACTFL novice-high 
level). 

Communicates minimally by 
using isolated words and 
memorized phrases limited to 
the particular context in which 
the language has been learned 
(ACTFL novice-mid level). 

Uses memorized words and phrases. 
Given adequate time and familiar 
cues, may be able to exchange 
greetings, give identity, and name 
some familiar objects from 
immediate environment (ACTFL 
novice-low level). 

Cultural Knowledge  
 
Student investigates, explain, 
and reflect on the relationship 
between products, practices, 
and perspectives of a non-
Anglophone culture in context. 
 
(Option 2) 

Demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of non-
Anglophone culture in context. 
Makes nuanced analysis of 
connections between 
products, practices, and 
perspectives. 

Demonstrates an 
understanding of major 
features of a non-Anglophone 
culture in context. Can analyze 
connections between 
products, practices, and 
perspectives. 

Describes some features of a 
non-Anglophone culture in 
context. Recognizes some 
connections between 
products, practices, and 
perspectives. 

Identifies some non-Anglophone 
cultural products, practices, and 
perspectives. 

Cultural Comparisons 
 
Student makes connections 
and comparisons between two 
or more languages/cultures, 
one of which is non-
Anglophone. 

Effectively analyzes and 
describes intercultural and 
continuities as they relate to 
enduring and vital social 
questions and communicates 
new understanding based on 
reflection. 

Distinguishes and describes 

intercultural differences and 

continuities as they relate to 

enduring and vital social 

questions. 

Identifies some intercultural 
differences and continuities 
and recognizes their 
importance. 

Demonstrates awareness of 
intercultural differences and 
continuities. 


