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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 20 August 2019 

 
Members Present: Suzan Ayers, Leigh Ford, Yvonne Ford, Decker Hains, Kevin 
Knutson, Diane Riggs, Delores Walcott 
Members Absent: Jonathan Bush, Jessica Parker 
Ex Officio Member Present: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Dave Reinhold 
Advisory Members Absent: Carrie Cumming, Matt Provenzale 
 
Committee Chair pro tem Sarah Summy called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Ayers, seconded by Knutson, to accept the agenda as 
provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair pro tem’s Remarks – Summy 
Summy reminded the committee that there will not be a meeting on 3 September, but 
rather that the next meeting will be held on 17 September. 
 

WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee 
Chair’s Remarks – Hains 

The committee will begin meeting again in September. The committee is scheduled to 
meet twice a month in September and October, plus retreats on 20 September and 
11 October. Hains noted that there have been two resignations from the committee 
that will need to be filled, one from the College of Health and Human Services and 
one from the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences. Please contact him with 
suggestions.  
 

WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 
Elliott’s remarks included:  

• The Academic Administrator’s retreat will be held on 22 August. WMU 
Essential Studies will be one of a number of afternoon breakout sessions. 
The intent of the session is to review and emphasize information that has 
been disseminated to Academic Forum and the Provost’s Council. Elliott 
prepared a one-page overview of talking points, which was distributed for 
feedback. 

• An email will be sent to all faculty at the beginning of the fall semester 
reinforcing the following information: 

o 75 courses have been resubmitted for review by the Course 
Review and Approval Committee in September. 

o The remainder of the requested revisions are expected to be 
submitted in September. 

o 24 applications for new courses have been received for review. 
o Work continues on determining the number of seats available and 

the number of seats needed. 

o There is still a need for Level 3 courses. Some courses submitted 
for Level 3 have course titles that begin with “Introduction to…” 

o Additional courses in Societies and Cultures are needed. 
 

DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 
Review Summer Projects 

Summy reported that the crosswalk between General Education and WMU Essential 
Studies was distributed, including all the submitted courses (noting that some of 
which are not yet approved). Reinhold noted that this is of great value to community 
college advisors. Community college students enroll under the WMU catalog year as 
of their enrollment in community college. Knutson agreed that WMU advisors will also 
find it of value.  
 

Fall Implementation Pilot Details 
Elliott continues to identify faculty members willing to participate in the pilot of the D2L 
evaluation process for the fall 2019 semester. CRN numbers for pilot courses are 
needed. It was suggested that faculty teaching courses in spring 2020 be required to 
pilot the evaluation system in D2L. Summy explained that the training process for 
faculty on the use off the evaluation tool will not be conducted before spring 2020.  
 

Fall Projects for Completion 
Upcoming projects for fall 2019 include: 

• Pilot project of the Student Learning Outcome assessment process in D2L. 

• Completion of crosswalk between General Education and WMU Essential 
Studies. 

• Seminar development on Navigating WMU Essential Studies for Outcome 
Evaluation. 

• Seminar offerings on Navigating WMU Essential Studies for Course 
Development.  

 
OTHER 

L. Ford expressed concern that there may not be additional course submissions due 
to faculty workload and the scheduled Academic Program Review (APR). Summy 
reminded the committee that the course resubmission deadline is 6 September, which 
is before APR gets underway.  
 
Reinhold noted that there were courses submitted and approved for WMU Essential 
Studies to the point of sign-off by his role. The committee had directed him to wait on 
providing final approval until all the courses for fall 2020 are approved. However, 
there is concern because some departments intend to teach the approved course 
prior to the fall 2020 launch. When asked how many courses this affected, Reinhold 
responded that he has received one request. Discussion was held. 
A motion was made by Ayers, seconded by Hains, to authorize Reinhold to approve 
the courses for which the request was made. Motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 17 
September 2019 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Chair pro 
tem Sarah Summy adjourned the meeting at 2:14 p.m. 
Submitted by: Yvonne Ford, Committee Secretary 


