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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 1 October 2019 

 
Members Present: Suzan Ayers, Jonathan Bush, Yvonne Ford, Kevin Knutson, 
Jessica Parker, Diane Riggs, Brian Tripp, Delores Walcott 
Ex Officio Member Present: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Carrie Cumming, Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Cynthia 
Klekar-Cunningham, Matt Provenzale, Dave Reinhold 
Guest: Cindy Wagner, Website Developer 
 
Committee Chair pro tem Sarah Summy called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Knutson, seconded by Tripp, to accept the agenda as 
provided. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes – 17 September 2019 
A motion was made by Riggs, seconded by Walcott, to approve the 17 September 
2019 minutes as provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair ProTem’s Remarks – Summy 
Summy reported that an extensive review was performed to determine for each 
course submitted at what level of the workflow it currently resides. The goal of this 
review was to avoid having any courses that have been submitted slip through the 
cracks, and to identify courses that were returned to the initiator for resubmission but 
have not yet been resubmitted. Klekar-Cunningham questioned if the initiator could 
voluntarily pull the course from consideration to which Provenzale replied that that the 
initiator can select “Stop” and the course will be removed from the workflow. Stopping 
is preferable to simply deleting the course, because the course remains in the system 
and shows that it was withdrawn. If the course is deleted, it is as if it never existed, 
which results in no trail to follow-up on the course activity. 
 

WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 
Elliott’s remarks included:  

• The progress of the program was reported at a meeting with advisors.  

• It was questioned how the catalog and registration will be updated, during 
the interim period when some students will continue to meet the General 
Education Program requirements, and some students will start to meet the 
WMU Essential Studies Program requirements. Cumming explained that it is 
driven by the catalog year in which the student has enrolled, such that if a 
student enrolled prior to fall 2020 DegreeWorks for that student will generate 
General Education requirements, and students who enroll in Fall 2020 and 
beyond DegreeWorks will generate WMU Essential Studies requirements. 

• Per discussion at the last committee meeting, Elliott developed codes to 
indicate the Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) as an attribute in 
DegreeWorks. The field for attributes is limited to 30 characters, and the 
SLO’s had to be truncated such that it is impossible to tell what they are. 

Elliott suggested that a shorthand/code be developed for each SLO to 
represent its title. That would be in keeping with prior discussions not to 
have a list of numbered categories that students perceive they must pick 
from. Elliott will develop the code and report back at the next meeting. 

 
DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 

Student Website Preview – Wagner 
Summy introduced Cindy Wagner, who has been working on the WMU Essential 
Studies website aimed at students and parents. Wagner provided a demonstration, 
fielded questions, and took suggestions for edits. The website is currently in draft 
status and is not viewable online at this time. Questions and suggestions included: 

• Photographs with more diverse groups of students should be added. 

• The order in which photos and the sections of the website appear should be 
changed. 

• It was suggested that the course titles listed under each category of the 
levels be live links to the course descriptions. Wagner replied that doing so 
would be a labor intensive process, because the links would have to be 
updated with each new catalog year. Provenzale noted that there may be a 
way to streamline such a process and he will explore the potential for it and 
report back at the next meeting. 

• It was questioned if students could use the site to develop a preliminary plan 
for completion of WMU Essential Studies requirements. Discussion was held 
regarding the capabilities of using DegreeWorks for that purpose. Ford 
raised a concern about students in highly structured programs (e.g. nursing), 
who might develop a plan and then learn that their plan will not fit within the 
structure of their program. 

• A question was raised about how the website could be used as a recruiting 
tool for prospective students and their parents. Discussion was held 
regarding potential wording. It was suggested that recruiters should be 
contacted for input. Summy and Elliott will develop possible language and 
report back at the next meeting. 

Wagner noted that the website will be viewed by student and other user focus groups. 
The groups will be given a series of tasks to complete, and will be asked to provide 
feedback on ease of use, clarity of information, etc. The consensus of the committee 
was that the website is well done, and look forward to future updates. 
 

3000-Level Courses for Transfer Students 
Transfer students who are admitted to WMU with an existing associate degree, per 
the Michigan Transfer Agreement (MTA), can transfer in 30 credit hours of general 
education, which can be distribute across any of the WMU Essential Studies course 
categories. The original design intent was to have transfers student required to take 
Level 3 courses at WMU, however MOA-18/03 requires all students to take one 
course in each category. It was suggested that 3000-level courses be offered in both 
Level 2 and Level 3 to avoid bottlenecks for transfer students. Discussion was held 
regarding the revision of MOA-18/03. The committee generally agreed revision should 
wait until it can be determined if it is necessary based on students' matriculation 
through WMU Essential Studies. 
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WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee Questions 

• Textbook Choice: ENGL-1050 requires use of a textbook written by the 
course initiator, which concerned the WMU Essential Studies Course 
Review and Approval Committee. Discussion was held. It was determined 
the ethics of that decision is beyond the scope of this committee. 

• Re-submission: a status update was provided. All initial 43 re-submissions 
are in place, identified, and organized. 

• Course Status: all courses are organized in OneDrive. There will be two 
remaining WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee 
meetings, and one retreat, before the end of October. 

 
OTHER 

It was clarified that the Level 1 writing requirement must be completed prior to a 
student enrolling in the Level 2-Societies and Cultures course, however, it is not 
required for students to complete all Level 1 courses prior to starting Level 2 courses. 
 
The Science with a Lab requirement is to complete both a lecture and a lab, however, 
some programs have the lab separate from the lecture course, so as to require two 
distinct classes, while other programs have the lab linked to the lecture course. 
Reinhold suggested that the current language is are clear for the lecture and lab 
requirement. Discussion was held. The committee was in agreement that language 
should be posted to WMU Essential Studies website and DegreeWorks to clarify 
lecture and lab are both required for the Science with a Lab courses. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 29 
October 2019 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Chair pro tem 
Sarah Summy adjourned the meeting at 2:25 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: Yvonne Ford, Committee Secretary 


