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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 15 October 2019 

 
Members Present: Jonathan Bush, Kevin Knutson, Diane Riggs, Brian Tripp, Andre 
Venter, Delores Walcott 
Members Absent: Suzan Ayers, Yvonne Ford, Jessica Parker 
Ex Officio Member Present: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Carrie Cumming, Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Cynthia 
Klekar-Cunningham, Matt Provenzale 
Advisory Member Absent: Dave Reinhold 
 
Committee Chair pro tem Sarah Summy called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Knutson, seconded by Bush, to accept the agenda as 
provided. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes – 1 October 2019 
A motion was made by Bush, seconded by Knutson, to approve the 1 October 2019 
minutes as provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair ProTem’s Remarks – Summy 
No comments were provided. 
 

WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 
No comments were provided.  
 

DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 
WMU Essential Studies Course Review 

and Approval Committee Chair’s Remarks – Hains 
No comments were provided. 
 

ENG-3050 Course 
Emails have been received from a department chairs and course initiators asking for 
clarification about why specific courses were denied. Bush suggested that a specific 
process for resubmission be developed. Specifically a process that includes more 
feedback and a mentor. Summy noted that course initiators often do not understand 
the volume of courses that the WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval 
Committee has already reviewed and the ease that the committee can see when a 
course doesn’t fit in a category. Additionally, because so many courses were being 
reviewed the team notes were brief at times. Discussion was held regarding how the 
CRAC is trained and if there is less volume that there would be more time to increase 
the level of specificity in the team notes. At a later date, this committee may want to 
review the MOA descriptions of the course categories and supplement them. Bush 
volunteered to draft a resubmission process to present to this committee at its next 
meeting.  
 

Next Steps 
This topic was postponed. 
 

Student Learning Objective Abbreviations 
Cummings reported that Increase Foundation Knowledge will have the IFK 
abbreviation instead of FK. It was noted that there is an error on one of the models 
and it should read Quantitative Literacy and not Quantitative Reasoning. Cummings 
asked for clarification on the Diversity/Inclusion and Planetary Sustainability student 
learning outcomes questioning if they need to be in the course catalog description. It 
had initially been asked to have it included, but many initiators did not include it and 
the WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee did not always 
catch the omission. And, since students will be able to search in DegreeWorks for 
courses with those SLO’s it was determined it is not necessary that it be included in 
the catalog course descriptions. However, it was noted that the Level and Category 
are needed. 
 

OTHER 
Provenzale presented how the approved courses would look on the student website 
and asked if it was necessary to list all CRN’s or just one section. Discussion was 
held and there are barriers to both. Provenzale will continue to investigate if there is a 
better way to present the courses on the website. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 29 
October 2019 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Chair pro tem 
Sarah Summy adjourned the meeting at 1:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Sarah Summy, Chair pro tem 


