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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 29 October 2019 

 
Members Present: Suzan Ayers, Jonathan Bush, Yvonne Ford, Kevin Knutson, 
Jessica Parker, Diane Riggs, Brian Tripp, Delores Walcott 
Member Absent: Andre Venter 
Ex Officio Member Present: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Matt Provenzale, Dave 
Reinhold 
Advisory Member Absent: Carrie Cumming, Cynthia Klekar-Cunningham 
 
Committee Chair pro tem Sarah Summy called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Riggs, seconded by Tripp, to accept the agenda as provided. 
Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes – 15 October 2019 
A motion was made by Bush, seconded by Knutson, to approve the 15 October 2019 
minutes as provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair ProTem’s Remarks – Summy 

• Elliott will be meeting with elearning Friday 1 November 

• Elliott and Summy will be meeting with ENGL about 3050 and 3060 
proposals. 

 
WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 

Elliott provided an update on the status of the curriculum: 

• Some courses are still in the process of review after resubmission, and are 
listed as Pending on the handout he distributed. 

• Due to resubmissions from initiators who switched categories, there may still 
be some errors reflected in the handout. He asked for notification of those 
errors so that he can correct them.  

• The WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee has 
been flexible in order to accomplish the reviews by the published deadlines; 
although the original plan was to complete the reviews of resubmissions by 
the 21 October retreat, some still remain to be reviewed. 

• The WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee 
anticipates that the process will be completed at their 4 November meeting.  

• Courses approved through the college level by 31 October will be reviewed 
at that 4 November meeting. 

• Courses that were denied after the initial submission that have not been 
resubmitted have now been removed from the Pending list, and are not 
included on the handout. 

 
 
 

ACTION ITEM 
WMU Essential Studies 2020 Curriculum 

Elliott asked for approval of the WMU Essential Studies Curriculum based on the list 
provided on the handout. 
 
Reinhold proposed that courses (new or resubmissions) on the list as Pending which 
are up for review by 31 October be considered as part of the approved curriculum. 
This is consistent with the current WMU deadlines for curriculum changes. Elliott 
remarked that Initiators have acted in good faith to submit by the established 
deadline. 
 
The only area of the curriculum that still has insufficient courses is Planetary 
Sustainability. 
 
Summy postponed a vote to accept the curriculum until the 12 November meeting to 
allow for pending courses to be accepted or returned for revision. 
 

DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 
Resubmission Process – Bush 

Bush has crafted ideas about how to guide the resubmission process which include: 

• Use of the WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee 
note as a guide to what must be addressed in the resubmission. 

• Identification of the most common errors that have been cited and address 
specifically. Examples include: 

o Incorrect course category or level 
o Lack of alignment with required Student Learning Outcomes 
o Assessment plan needs work 
o Procedural errors 

• Offer assistance of a WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee 
or a WMU Essential Studies Course Review and Approval Committee 
member as a mentor. 

 
Provenzale will develop a step-by-step list of directions on how to revise an existing 
proposal (to avoid creating new ones for "in-process" proposals). 
 

Student Webpage 
Provenzale continues work such that it can provide students the resource to click on a 
category, select a course, and see what sections are offered. The intent of this is to 
provide a way for students to do some work on their own to determine if a preferred 
course will fit their schedule. 
 

OTHER 
Parker commented that she has reviewed the list for online offerings and found some 
in every category. Although she would like to see additional online offerings, the 
proposed curriculum is similar to the current General Education course distribution. 
Summy asked Parker to recommend additional online offerings; Parker agreed to do 
so and will submit potential additional online courses. Parker also noted that there are 
some courses which, if taken, rule out the awarding of credit for similar courses in 
other departments. For example, if a student takes FCS 2250 as their course in Oral 
and Digital Communication, and then takes CIS 1020 as Quantitative Literacy, they 
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will not be granted credit for CIS 1020, because it cannot be taken for credit if the 
FCS course has already been taken. There may be other courses that present this 
issue; Parker will review the list and send those conflicts to Summy. It was unclear 
why this restriction was in place, only that it has been that way. Reinhold suggested 
that it be looked into; it may be that the reason the restriction was placed on those 
courses no longer pertains.  
 
Elliott reported that there are issues with courses in the Laboratory Sciences 
category. For some of these courses, the student is required to register for a lab as 
an additional course, and receives a grade for the lecture and a grade for the lab. 
Others have a lab, but the work from the lab is calculated into the grade for the 
lecture section. Some courses were submitted without the lab syllabus. Initiators were 
asked to submit the lab syllabus and did so, but the lab syllabus did not include 
assessment criteria. The spirit of the MOA was to require one course/category for 
sciences with a lab. 
 
Summy stated that it appears, that for the High Credit Programs, only Nursing will 
need equivalency courses identified. None of the courses required for admission to 
the Nursing program have been submitted as WMU Essential Studies courses. Ford, 
There had been discussion of the issue, but have waited until courses were mapped 
out to address it directly. Now there appears to be a concern about adding a 
semester due to courses that had been offered as General Education that are not 
being offered as WMU Essential Studies courses. Further discussion is necessary 
about equivalencies now that Nursing has identified the specific problem areas in the 
curriculum. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 12 
November 2019 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Chair pro 
tem Sarah Summy adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Yvonne Ford, Secretary 


