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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 21 January 2020 

 
Members Present: Suzan Ayers, Jonathan Bush, Yvonne Ford, Decker Hains, 
Jessica Parker, Diane Riggs, Brian Tripp, Andre Venter, Delores Walcott 
Member Absent: Kevin Knutson 
Ex Officio Member Absent: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Carrie Cumming, Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Matt 
Provenzale, Dave Reinhold 
Advisory Members Absent: Cynthia Klekar-Cunningham 
 
Committee Chair Johnathan Bush called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Ayers, seconded by Riggs, to accept the agenda as provided. 
Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes – 7 January 2020 
A motion was made by Riggs, seconded by Summy, to approve the 7 January 2020 
minutes as provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair’s Remarks – Bush 
Bush distributed a proposed list of subcommittee members. He suggested that the 4 
February meeting time be dedicated to the subcommittees meeting followed by 
reports of the subcommittees at the 20 February meeting. 
 

WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 
Elliott’s’ comments encompassed three documents distributed prior to the meeting: 

• Curriculum List: a question was raised regarding a Business College 
writing course by the English department because the HCOB basic writing 
course is being offered only occasionally and only to business students. 
Therefore, it was decided that the course would be removed from the fall 
2020 WMU Essential Studies curriculum. Bush and Reinhold provided the 
history behind the first-year writing course by HCOB. Bush pointed out that it 
is unusual to have specialized writing courses as first-year writing. Ford 
suggested adding the date of approval to the curriculum document to 
attempt to minimize the use of outdated documents. 

• Community Colleges: documents were prepared for community colleges as 
a crosswalk between the former WMU General Education program and 
WMU Essential Studies. Parker pointed out that these crosswalks will also 
be useful to WMU advisors. 

• Marketing: a Lee Honors College student, majoring in marketing, is 
interested in conducting her honors thesis by developing a marketing plan to 
market WMU Essential Studies to students. 

• Pilot: Elliott plans is pull the Elearning results from the fall 2019 evaluation 
pilot, meet with the reporting faculty to review the data. That meeting will 
serve as a debriefing and planning session for the spring 2020 pilot. The 

pilot should provide significant details about the use of the Elearning to 
record data and reporting it for analysis. A additional benefit is for faculty to 
be able to evaluate the effectiveness of their assessment plans. The 
automatic reporting of data will require involvement from both OIT and 
Institutional Research. 

• Website: at the last meeting it was suggested that a page to show students 
how to incorporate WMU Essential Studies be added to the website. Cindy 
Wager will follow up with advisors to explore this concept further. 

 
DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 

WMU Essential Studies Data Policy 
Bush deferred this topic to the next agenda item. 
 

Next Steps: Subcommittees 
The committee divided into the proposed subcommittee groups to begin work: 

• Data Policy: the specifics of data access and management including who, 
what, when, how, and why will be addressed during the development of an 
Memorandum of Action that the Faculty Senate Executive Board has 
charged the committee to develop.  

• Launch Celebration: at date of late March or early April is being 
considered. Once the date has been selected Duke will distribute that 
information. The goal of the event is to build enthusiasm and share 
information with colleagues. 

• Marketing/Communication: the initial goal is to develop an exportable, 
modifiable "WMU Essential Studies Explained" presentation that includes 
the how, why, and benefits of the program. 

 
OTHER 

The Launch Celebration subcommittee will lead the 4 February meeting, and any 
remaining time will allow for the subcommittees to continue to work. At the 21 
February the subcommittees will share progress and any needs for assistance. 
 
Reinhold shared an example of the guiding principal "do no harm to students" which 
the committee agreed is necessary and important. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 4 
February 2020 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Chair 
Johnathan Bush adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Yvonne Ford, Secretary 


