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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

WMU ESSENTIAL STUDIES EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of 4 February 2020 

 
Members Present: Suzan Ayers, Decker Hains, Kevin Knutson, Jessica Parker, 
Diane Riggs, Brian Tripp, Andre Venter, Delores Walcott 
Member Absent: Jonathan Bush, Yvonne Ford 
Ex Officio Member Present: Sarah Summy 
Advisory Members Present: Carrie Cumming, Marilyn Duke, Mervyn Elliott, Cynthia 
Klekar-Cunningham, Matt Provenzale, Dave Reinhold 
 
Ex Officio Sarah Summy called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by Knutson, seconded by Summy, to accept the agenda as 
provided. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of the Minutes – 21 January 2020 
A motion was made by Summy, seconded by Parker, to approve the 21 January 2020 
minutes as provided. Motion carried. 
 

Chair’s Remarks – Bush 
Bush did not make any remarks. 
 

WMU Essential Studies Director’s Remarks – Elliott 
Elliott’s’ comments included: 

• Marketing Subcommittee: a meeting has been scheduled of the 
subcommittee with Provost Jennifer Bott and Vice President for Marketing 
and Strategic Communication Tony Proudfoot. 

• Pilots: the fall pilot data is anticipated to be available by 6 February. 
Courses are continuing to be sought for the spring pilot. 

• Attributes: the Registrar’s office has assigned attributes for the WMU 
Essential Studies courses for use in DegreeWorks and Elearning. 

• Website: student profiles continue to be collected for the “Making WMU 
Essential Studies Work for You” page. 

• Banner: the Registrar’s office is working through some small issues within 
Banner as WMU Essential Studies courses are being loaded for fall 
registration. 

 
DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS 

Subcommittee Reports 
Launch Celebration: the date has been established for 30 March, 3 to 5 p.m. in the 
East Ballroom in the Bernhard Center. The budget for the event is still being 
determined. There is a need for Marketing to help create the event PowerPoint and 
Save the Date flyers. Decker Hains will emcee the event and speakers President 
Edward Montgomery, Faculty Senate President Richard Gershon, and Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs Jennifer Bott have been confirmed. 

Data Governance: a Memorandum of Action outline was developed. Ayers and 
Summy will draft the MOA for review at the next meeting. 
 
Marketing/Communication: the audience needs to be identified, excitement needs 
to be continued, and the exact messaging needs to be created. It was stated that a 
new language around general education has to be taught to the campus community 
in order to provide a solid foundation for WMU Essential Studies. 
 

Meeting Schedule 
This topic was postponed. 
 

OTHER 
A concern was expressed regarding advising directors and one additional designee 
for each college being the only individuals able to make substitutions relative to the 
possible influx of substitutions that may be requested in fall. It was suggested using 
the equivalency crosswalks developed for community colleges as an approved 
substitution list that could be applied by all advisors, limiting only those substitutions 
not designated on the crosswalk as needing the approval of the advising directors 
and designees. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The WMU Essential Studies Executive Advisory Committee will meet next on 18 
February 2020 from 1 to 2:30 p.m., in room 205 of the Bernhard Center. Ex Officio 
Sarah Summy adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Suzan Ayers 


