
Review and Update



WES Overview and General Updates

• https://wmich.edu/essentialstudies
• Foundations (Level 1)

• Exploration and Discovery (Level 2)

• Connections (Level 3)

• Initial assessment developed and 
collected

• All community college transfer 
guides have been updated

• WMU Essential Studies website has 
been updated to reflect summer 
and fall courses

• Ongoing technical support provided 
by WMUx

https://wmich.edu/essentialstudies


WES Key Point: Student Choice and Agency

• “Make WMU Essential Studies 
Work for You” 

• WMU Essential Studies provides 
students with the opportunity to 
craft their course experiences within 
an area of interest.

• WMU Essential Studies provides an 
opportunity for WMU to 
differentiate us from other colleges 
and universities. 

• Stories of students making WMU 
Essential Studies work for their 
interests, along with additional 
resources for students and a 
descriptive video: 
https://wmich.edu/essentialstudies/
customize

https://wmich.edu/essentialstudies/customize


Fall 2020 Assessment Data

• Over 80% of fall WMU 
Essential Studies instructors 
submitted assessments. 

• Data gathered is aggregated 
by student learning 
outcomes.

• Average scores were high

32/46 student learning 
outcomes had average 
scores > 3.0



Next Steps • Assessment Days, April 14 and 15.

• Continued faculty education and support on administration and 
collection of WMU Essential Studies Assessment.

• Development and Articulation of WMU Essential Studies 
Assessment Data.

• Ongoing collaboration with WMU Essential Studies Course 
Review and Approval Committee to grow and build WMU 
Essential Studies course offerings to meet student trends.

• Continued discussion with community colleges for transfer 
articulations.

• Longer-term: Leveraging WMU Essential Studies as a student 
recruitment tool.


