
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct. 27, 2017 
Amendments proposal 

 

 
The Executive Board of the Graduate Student Association at Western Michigan 
University, formally proposes the following Amendments to the Association’s 
Constitution and Bylaws to be considered by the Association’s General 
Assembly: 

 
To eliminate the Sections C “Appointment of the Parliamentarian”; and D 
“Appointment of the Director of Legislative Affairs” under Article VII of the 
Graduate Student Association’s Constitution. 

 
To add the positions of Parliamentarian and Director of Legislative Affairs, now 
Director of Advocacy and Legislative Affairs to the Bylaws, Section D 
“Selection of the GSA Executive Board who will serve as Director of Public 
Relations, Director of Events and planning, Director of Professional 
Development, Director of Outreach and, Director of Administration” so that it 
reads “Selection of the GSA Executive Board who will serve as 
Parliamentarian, Director of Advocacy and Legislative Affairs, Director of 
Public Relations, Director of Events and planning, Director of Professional 
Development, Director of Outreach and, Director of Administration.” 

 
To reinstate the voting rights to the positions of Parliamentarian whenever this 
officer is required By the Graduate Student Association’s Constitution or its 
Bylaws to sit on a Selection Committee. 

 
To reflect these changes throughout all the Graduate Student 
Association’s governing documents and standard procedures as 
needed. 
 
To ensure these changes take effect immediately after their approval. 
 
 
 



Rationale: 
 
The Graduate Student Association’s Executive Board was established in the 2013-
14 academic year. Back then, Executive Board members also served as Graduate 
College Ambassadors except for the Parliamentarian and the Director of 
Legislative Affairs. Because the Executive Board also had responsibilities as 
Graduate College Ambassadors, they were selected in the regular process that 
Graduate College Ambassadors are selected, and their stipends were covered by 
the Graduate College and the Graduate Student Association. Nevertheless, because 
of the critical tasks assigned to the Parliamentarian and the Director of Legislative 
Affairs, it was understood at the time that they should perform a single role, be 
appointed by the Graduate Student Association’s President and Vice-president, and 
their stipends be fully paid by the Graduate Student Association. 

 
Moreover, since the academic year of 2015-16 all Executive Board members 
perform a single role, are selected through a regular interview, and are fully paid 
by the Graduate Student Association, except for the Parliamentarian and the 
Director of Advocacy and Legislative affairs that are still appointed by the 
President and the Vice-president. 
 
We understand that since all Executive Board members perform a single role and 
are selected in a process that is managed by the Graduate Student Association, 
there is no longer a need to keep the positions of Parliamentarian and Director of 
Advocacy and Legislative Affairs separate from the rest of the Executive Board. 

 
Currently, the Graduate Student Association selects all its executive officers, 
including the President and Vice-president, through some form of interview 
and selection process that all eligible Western Michigan University graduate 
students are invited to apply, except for the Parliamentarian and the Director 
of Advocacy and Legislative affairs. Hence, these changes would add 
consistency, and openness to the Graduate Student Association’s governing 
documents. 

 
 
 
 


