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Dr Barak Kushner is Professor of East 

Asian History and Co-Chair of the Faculty 

of Asian & Middle Eastern Studies at the 

University of Cambridge. He has edited 

four volumes and written three 

monographs, including Men to Devils, 

Devils to Men: Japanese War Crimes and 

Chinese Justice, Slurp! A culinary and 

social history of ramen - Japan's favorite 

noodle soup  and The Thought War - 

Japanese Imperial Propaganda. In 2020, 

he hosted and narrated three episodes (of 

an eight-part series) for an award-winning 

Chinese television documentary series on 

the war crimes trials of Japan. He has been 

a Fulbright Scholar, an Abe Fellow, recipient of a British Academy mid-career 

fellowship, obtained a 6-year European Research Council grant, and was a fellow 

at the Swedish Academy for Advanced Study.  

 

Abstract: Food has always played a role in empire, both for its expansion and in 

its destruction. Imperial interaction has been fundamental to changes in social 

attitudes toward consumption and identity. And then there is cuisine, what ends up 

on our plates, cooked or creatively placed there by ourselves or others. Contrary to 

popular belief, Japanese cuisine has been in constant conversation with East Asia 

and assorted European practices since at least the mid-1500s. And by the early 20th 

century this rich interaction began to forge new foodways and practices in dining 

habits. How food and empire forged Japan’s popular noodle soup, ramen, is a 

complex story. This talk will explore the sometimes combative tango of slurping, 

supremacy, and ideology that formed this unlikely outcome of the Sino-Japanese 

relationship. 
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University of Cambridge, UK 
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