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Counselor Newsletter: August 2021

Colleagues,

Hopefully you are doing well and have been able to enjoy a well-deserved summer break.

It has been a busy summer in the Office of Admissions, and I'm excited to share some 
admissions updates we've been working on.

This past year and a half has brought about lots of change. Amidst it all, one thing has 
remained the same: our commitment to students. The Office of Admissions has been hard at 
work to make sure we are doing everything we can to serve students in the best way 
possible. This has included a variety of virtual opportunities including three options for virtual 
tours, information sessions and Western Wednesdays.

Please connect with your admissions representative to let us know how we can continue to 
best serve your students in the upcoming school year.

We have also made some admission updates in order to help ease the worries of students 
and their families. Specifics about these changes are located below.

On behalf of the WMU admissions team, we look forward to working with you and serving 
your students. Best wishes as you begin your academic year!

With Bronco Pride,

Alicia Kornowa, '95, '07 Director of Admissions

ADMISSIONS UPDATES
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Admission Application and Deadlines

Common App exclusive for first-year students: We want to streamline the
application process and remove any confusion on the best way to apply to WMU. This
is why WMU will be Common App exclusive for first-year students for 2022 and
beyond. This change is for all students who would apply to Western as a first-year
student, including dual-enrolled students and early/middle college students.
Early Action Deadline — December 15: Students who would like to be considered for
all WMU academic programs (see aviation flight science section below), admission
scholarships and priority consideration for the Lee Honors College should complete
their application file † by December 15.
Rolling Admission — June 1

† A complete application file includes the application (Common App + WMU member supplement), official
high school transcript(s), and application fee or fee waiver.

*Aviation Flight Science
We have seen increased interest in our aviation flight science program and now have far
more qualified applicants than we have resources to properly serve. To continue to provide
proper resources to students in this program, we must limit the number of students entering
the flight program. Effective immediately:

      First-year students interested in aviation flight science must complete their application
file by the Early Action Deadline, December 15.
Students offered admission to flight science will be selected through a competitive,
holistic review of the admission application file. Students who are competitive for the
flight program will receive their admission decision in February.
Admission into aviation flight science will be fall entry only.

Application Fee Waiver 
To expedite the timeline for us receiving and reviewing applications and to minimize the
number of steps required from you, please use the fee waiver process within the Common
App platform. Students who are eligible for an application fee waiver may self-identify on the
Common App. As their school counselor, you will receive notification to review the request.
Once you have verified the student's eligibility, we will waive a student's application fee. If you
encounter difficulties with the Common App process, you may also send us a copy of the
NACAC fee waiver request on behalf of the student. Completed paper waivers may be sent to
WMU via mail or electronically to admissions-transcripts@wmich.edu .
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Fall 2022 Scholarships! 
WMU has restructured our scholarship opportunities for fall 2022 entry.

Medallion Scholarship
Value: $64,000 ($16,000/year) plus participation in the Lee Honors College

Criteria : Complete application file† by Early Action deadline. Competitive; up to 60

semifinalists will be selected through a competitive, holistic review of admission application file

to participate in an interview to select approximately 20 Medallion Scholars.

Foundation Scholars
Value: $64,000 ($16,000/year)

Criteria : 3.70+* GPA. Complete admission application file† and supplemental materials due

by February 15. Applicants will show verified, significant financial need. Competitive; up to 10

Foundation Scholars will be selected. For more information, visit our website .

Bronco Merit Scholarship
Value: $16,000 ($4,000/year) plus auto-invite to the Lee Honors College

Criteria : 3.85* GPA. Complete admission application file† by Early Action deadline.

Bronco Honors
Value: $12,000 ($3,000/year) plus auto-invite to the Lee Honors College

Criteria : 3.60* GPA. Complete admission application file† by Early Action deadline.

Brown and Gold
Value: $8,000 ($2,000/year)

Criteria : 3.30* GPA. Complete admission application file† by Early Action deadline.

Bronco Recognition
Value: $6,000 ($1,500/year)

Criteria: 3.00* GPA. Complete admission application file† by Early Action deadline.

College/departmental and endowed scholarships may also be available. Learn more about
these scholarship opportunities by visiting our scholarship page .

*GPA requirements are based on a 4.00 scale. Transcript GPAs that are not on a 4.00 scale will be converted

to a weighted 4.00 scale.

† A complete application file includes the application (Common App + WMU member supplement), official
high school transcript(s), and application fee or fee waiver.

Awards are subject to change.

Test Optional 
WMU has permanently adopted the testing policy we used last cycle. We are test-optional
for admission and test-blind for Office of Admission scholarships. Students may report/submit
ACT or SAT test scores if they wish, but it is not required. If a student does wish to have their
test score used in the admission process, they can self-report their scores on the Common
App.
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Special Admission Criteria 
Lee Honors College Eligibility 
Students with a 3.60+ GPA will automatically be invited to join the Lee Honors College
community of scholars. Students who complete their application by our Early Action deadline
of December 15 will receive priority invitation to the honors college.

College of Fine Arts 
Students interested in any of the programs within the College of Fine Arts will need to submit
their application to WMU and apply to that specific program. More details on the application
process for each department can be found on the following webpages:

Frostic School of Art : wmich.edu/art/admissions
Department of Dance : wmich.edu/dance/auditions
Music : wmich.edu/music/apply
Department of Theatre : wmich.edu/theatre/admissions

Bronson School of Nursing 
Direct admission into the nursing program is available and is a competitive process. Students
need to apply to WMU by December 15 to be considered. More details on the academic
requirements and process for direct entry into the nursing program can be found online .

Group Tours 
Group tours are back! We will offering two different options for campus tours. One is our
traditional style; the other is a scavenger hunt. Group tours will need to be booked at least
four weeks in advance.

Please contact us at (269) 387-2289 or admissions-wmugroupvisits@wmich.edu to talk about
scheduling a group tour.

It's our hope that these changes better serve your students and their families. If you would
like further information about these changes, please contact your admissions representative .

We look forward to working with you in the coming year!
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