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Anne Sokolsky, Comparative Literature, Ohio Wesleyan University: “‘The Lytton Report’ 

and Other Aspects of Sino-Japanese Relations During the 1920s and 1930s Through the 

Lens of One American Journalist – George E. Sokolsky” 

On October 13, 1932, journalist George E. Sokolsky (1893-1962) gave a speech titled 

“Address on the Lytton Report” before the League of Nations Association in New York. At the 

time Sokolsky gave this speech, he had been back in the United States for about a year after 

living in China for a little more than a decade. Fourteen years prior, in 1917 when he was 

studying journalism at Columbia University, he was forced to leave the country because of his 

anarchist politics. Swept up by the idealism of the Russian Revolution, he landed in St. 

Petersburg where he worked for the Russian Daily News. Barely a year later, disheartened with 

the Bolsheviks, his blunt editorials got him in trouble and he was promptly led out of the country 

by Lenin’s Cheka guards. The train they threw him on was headed for China, where Sokolsky 

would live for the next thirteen years and where he would work for the major players of China’s 

revolution including Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek, and T.V. Soong. During this time, he was 

also a political correspondent for the North China Star, Shanghai correspondent for the New 

York Evening Post, Philadelphia Public Ledger, and London Daily Express, and editor of The 

Far Eastern Review and The Japan Advertiser. In 1931, when Sokolsky returned to the United 

States, he had a Chinese wife and young child of mixed race. He returned at a time when 

knowledge of the Far East was becoming increasingly important for the United States. As a 

result, it did not take too long before he was writing columns for The New York Times and The 

New York Herald Tribune about what he knew of both China and Japan.  

His speech on the Lytton Report is one of his early public appearances in which he tried 

to explain the Far East to people in the United States at a time when the average American was 

just starting to take notice of the other side of the globe. I begin this chapter with the Lytton 



Report and then look back on the correspondence Sokolsky produced in various news sources 

regarding Sino-Japanese relations. Was he a pen for hire and a Japanese agent, as some have 

claimed? Or was he sincerely working for Sino-Japanese peace to avert what we unfortunately 

now know happened – the second Sino-Japanese War.  

This chapter is part of a larger project titled “They Called Him Sok: The Life and 

Writings of Journalist George E. Sokolsky – A Granddaughter’s Search for Her Grandfather 

through Archives, Memorabilia, and Family Lore.” 

 

David W. Blaylock, History, Eastern Kentucky University: “A Head for Business? Early 

Business Education in Meiji Japan” 

            Along with the urgent need for technology transfers in industry and the military many in 

Meiji Japan, such as Mori Arinori, Fukuzawa Yukichi, and Shibusawa Eiichi, saw the need for 

technology transfer in business skills in order to finance the other fields.  The Meiji government 

had already created the Bank Office Training School when Mori Arinori founded the private 

Commerce Training School (shōhō kōshūjo 商法講習所) in 1875.  Despite public support from 

Shibusawa and Fukuzawa along with the encouragement of the Meiji government most of the 

young men who entered the Commerce Training School and similar schools founded later did 

not complete the course of study.  Using Ian Inkster’s criteria for the successful acceptance of 

new ideas (sufficient literacy levels, chances for social exchange and mobility, the willingness to 

break with custom and assimilate new ideas and procedures, and individual motivation), I argue 

that in Meiji Japan the first three criteria were met but not the fourth.  I attribute the lack of 

motivation on the part of Meiji youth to the attitude of many business people toward formal 

business education, the student’s view of the need for a full course of study, and prevailing ideas 

of success in Meiji Japan which did not include business as a possible path to success due to the 

low image of business and businessmen.  Shibusawa Eiichi would make efforts to resolve the 

motivation problem through the group Ryumonsha by redefining the businessman but young 

men would not graduate from business schools and join businesses in any appreciable numbers 

until after the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese Wars. 

 

HOTEL: Two hotels have set aside rooms for our February seminar. Please see below for the 

details: 

 

Downtown Option - 

Comfort Inn Downtown (100 N. Front St., Memphis, TN, 38103; PH: 901-526-0583) 

Block name is Midwest Japan Seminar, with rooms available for February 10 and 11. 

Has free breakfast and self-parking at $10 a night.  

Room rate: $113.00 (+ taxes: 17.75% plus a $2 Hospitality Fee). 

Rooms released January 20, 2017. 

Located a half mile from Beale Street, about 10 miles from campus, and about 15 miles from the 

airport.  

 

East Option - 

Hampton Inn Shady Grove (962 S. Shady Grove Road, Memphis, TN, 38120; PH: 901-762-

0056) 

Block name is MWJ or Midwest Japan Seminar, with rooms available for February 10 and 11. 

Has free breakfast, free self-parking, and free airport shuttle (runs 7 am to 10:30 pm). 



Room rate (King): $109.00 (+ taxes: 17.75% plus a $2 Hospitality Fee); double is $10 more. 

Rooms released January 20, 2017. 

Located about 6 miles east of the University of Memphis campus. 

http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/tennessee/hampton-inn-and-suites-memphis-shady-

grove-MEMSGHX/index.html 

To make a reservation, your best bet is to call the number above. If you have any problems 

reserving a room for just one night at the group rate, reserve for both nights and then contact 

Joshua Rubin in the Sales Department to amend. 

 

AIRPORT: MEM (Memphis International Airport) is located about 6 miles from the campus, 

and a taxi ride from one to the other will cost approximately $20. 

  

CAMPUS MAP and PARKING: Note that the University Center is labeled UC on the campus 

map, to be found at https://umwa.memphis.edu/campusmap/index.php. The parking options 

include the following: 

1) the Zach Curlin garage (505 Zach H. Curlin Street, Memphis, TN 38152), which has 

a covered walkway to the University Center on level 2; 

2) free street parking along Walker Avenue (next to the RR track). 

For driving directions, go to: http://www.memphis.edu/uc/directions/index.php. 

 

DINNER: The post-seminar dinner will take place at a true Memphis institution, Charlie Vergos' 

Rendezvous, located downtown at 52 S. 2nd St., Memphis, 38103. For those who are barbecue 

lovers, this will be a dinner not to miss. To learn more about the restaurant, take a sneak peak at 

the menu, and get driving directions, go to: http://www.hogsfly.com/VisitUs.  

 

LOCAL CONTACT: Catherine Phipps (cphipps1@memphis.edu). 

 

NOTE: To receive PDF copies of the papers, e-mail Betsy Lublin (aj8580@wayne.edu) by 

January 20. When you do, please indicate if you intend to join for dinner Saturday evening. 

 

 

SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2017 
 

April 8, 2017 St. Xavier University 
Beth Widmaier Capo, English, Illinois College 

Tanya Maus, History, Peace Resource Center, Wilmington College 

 

 

Would you like to present during the 2017-2018 year? If so, then please email Betsy Lublin 

(aj8580@wayne.edu).  

 

 

MJS Website: https://wmich.edu/japancenter/seminar 
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THE MIDWEST JAPAN SEMINAR IS MADE 

POSSIBLE BY A GENEROUS GRANT FROM: 

 

 


