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Noriko T. Reider, Miami University of Ohio: “Introduction: Yamauba, Yōkai, and 

Archetype” 
A yamauba is an enigmatic woman living in the mountains. She is commonly described 

as tall, with long hair, piercing eyes, and a large mouth that opens from ear to ear. As Monica 

Bethe and Karen Brazell write, yamauba appear in various Japanese texts as “a god, a demon, an 

entertainer, a mother; enlightened, tormented, helpful, and harmful” (Nō as Performance 8). In 

recent years yamauba have attracted much attention among scholars of women’s literature as a 

woman not constrained by conformative norms or social expectations. A yamauba expresses 

connotations of not only a mysterious female in the mountains but also the ambivalent status of 

Japanese women past and present, including the Japanese psyche in general that creates and 

recreates prototypes. Situating the yamauba within the construct of yōkai and archetypes, my 

current book project, tentatively titled Mountain Witch: Yamauba, investigates the yamauba 

attributes through the examination of various yamauba narratives. “Introduction” explains the 

term yamauba (I speculate the appearance of yamauba with yamabushi’s thriving activities 

during the medieval period) and describes a yamauba as a yōkai and an archetype whose topos is 

mountains. 

 

Roderick I. Wilson, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign: “Water Worlds of Farmers, 

Fishers, and Riverboat Pilots in Early Modern Japan” 

This paper focuses on the quotidian role of rivers in people’s lives in the Kanto region 

during the early modern period. The largest alluvial area in the Japanese archipelago, the Kanto 



plain surrounding the city of Edo had also become the country’s most agriculturally productive 

region through the combined work of the regions’ rivers and people. The co-produced riparian 

landscape sustained the region’s fields and rice paddies and acted as the arteries and capillaries 

upon which goods flowed between urban and rural areas. Just as riparian work sustained 

people’s livelihood, drought and flooding threatened the slim surplus upon which most farmers 

and others in the region survived.  

 Despite these rivers being critically important to the lives and livelihood of people 

throughout the Kanto during this period, historians have largely overlooked or even dismissed 

their role in history. Rather than simply add rivers to the dominant tropes of Japanese history, 

however, this paper examines people’s everyday interactions with these waters to reconsider how 

historians narrate the presence of nonhuman entities like rivers within their historical 

environments. Specifically, this paper focuses on the role of work in embedding farmers, fishers, 

and riverboat pilots within complex environmental relations and the situated knowledge they 

gained about those environments through these kinds of workaday interactions.  

 

HOTEL: Hotel information for MCAA can be found at: 

https://asia.nd.edu/mcaa/accommodations/. 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: To register for MCAA, click on:  

https://asia.nd.edu/mcaa/registration/. 

 

TRANSPORTATION: Following is the link from the MCAA website with information about 

transportation: https://asia.nd.edu/mcaa/travel-information/. 

 

CAMPUS MAP: For an interactive campus map, go to: 

http://map.nd.edu/#/placemarks/1079/zoom/17/lat/41.6986076946311/lon/-86.23881316931154. 

 

DINNER ON FRIDAY NIGHT: The MJS dinner during MCAA this year will be held on 

Friday, Sept. 15, at Woochi Japanese Fusion & Bar beginning at 6:30 p.m. This restaurant is 

located about a 10-minute drive from campus (at 123 W. Washington St., S. Bend, 46601) and 

looks to have a great menu. For a sneak peak, check out its website at: 

https://www.notjustsushi.com/. 

 

LOCAL CONTACT: Betsy Lublin (elublin@wayne.edu, cell 248-376-0368) 

To receive PDF copies of the papers, please e-mail Betsy Lublin (elublin@wayne.edu) by 

August 25.  Also, please indicate if you intend to join for dinner on Friday evening. 
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REMAINING SCHEDULE FOR 2017-2018 
 

Nov. 4, 2017 The Ohio State University 
Aaron Kingsbury, Geography and Political Science, Mayville State University 

Maki Isaka, Theater and Literature, University of Minnesota 

Michelle Damian, History, Monmouth College 

 

Feb. 10, 2018 Valparaiso University 
Jonathan Glade, Literature, Michigan State University 

Eric Rath, History, University of Kansas 

Catherine Ryu, Literature, Michigan State University 

 

April 7, 2018 Wayne State University 
Stephen Covell, Religion, Western Michigan University 

Sarah Thal, History, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Namiko Kunimoto, Art History, The Ohio State University 

 

 

MJS Website: http://www.wmich.edu/japancenter/seminar 
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