
Professor Michael Bathgate (bathgate@sxu.edu) 

   Department of Philosophy, Religious Studies and Theology, Saint Xavier 

University, Chicago, IL 60655 

  

Saturday, October 5, 2019    

First session – 8:15 – 10:00 AM 

Second session – 10:15 AM – 12:00 PM  

Kellogg Conference Center (Room TBD) 

Michigan State University  

219 S. Harrison Rd. 

East Lansing, MI 48824 

 

PAPER TITLES AND ABSTRACTS: 

 

Kai Xie, Kenyon College, “Poetic Dialogue between the Elites and Zen Monks:  Linked 

Verse in Japanese and Chinese” 

Linked verse, a poetic form in which a series of verses are joined in sequence, enjoyed 

tremendous popularity in medieval (1185-1600) Japan. On the one hand, aristocrats and the 

military frequently composed Japanese linked verse (renga), and on the other hand, Zen monks 

modeled linked verse in China (lianju 聯句) and wrote linked verse in classical Chinese (renku 
聯句). At the gathering of the elites and Zen monks, they often produced Japanese and Sinitic 

verses in alternating turns, in a verse form known as wakan renku 和漢聯句 (linked verse in 

Japanese and Chinese).  

 Among the over 500 existing wakan renku sequences, the 100-verse sequence titled 

“When it Blows Dew,” likely composed in 1386, is one of the earliest examples. This sequence 

is of special interest, since it is a collaborative effort of 25 people, including Nijō Yoshimoto 

(1320-1388), a central figure in the development of renga, the shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu 

(1358-1408), and Zen monks such as Gidō Shūshin 義堂周信 (1325-1388) and Zekkai Chūshin 

絶海中津 (1336-1405), who are often considered the two greatest Zen poet-monks. Through an 

analysis of this sequence, this paper will not only show the interesting interactions among 

aristocrats, the military, and Zen monks, but also investigates the juxtaposition, interplay, and 

integration of Japanese and Sinitic poetry.  



Laura Miller, University of Missouri-St. Louis, “Reifu: Secret Transmission to 

Commonplace Symbol” 
A reifu (霊符) is a paper talisman with a unique pseudo-script written on it. For centuries 

reifu were prepared according to procedures passed down through oral transmission between 

religious practitioners and their adepts. This paper will briefly trace the history of reifu before 

turning to some of the ways they are being created and used in contemporary Japan. A change in 

the technology of reifu production has moved their manufacture out of the hands of ritual 

specialists and into a range of easily accessible public domains. Egalitarian access to reifu 

through reproduction in books, magazines, manga, and on the internet has shifted control and 

distribution away from a religious context into new realms. Reifu have been resurrected from 

their status as a marginal, semi-secret writing practice to become a widely known symbol of the 

supernatural and the magical in popular culture.   
 

HOTEL: Hotel information for MCAA can be found in the Conference Information Packet: 

https://asia.isp.msu.edu/files/7415/5932/6934/MCAA_2019_Conference_Information_Packet_Fi

nal.pdf 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: To register for MCAA, click on:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/68th-midwest-conference-on-asian-affairs-annual-meeting-

registration-60632054106 

 

TRANSPORTATION: Information about transportation can be found in the Conference 

Information Packet: 

https://asia.isp.msu.edu/files/7415/5932/6934/MCAA_2019_Conference_Information_Packet_Fi

nal.pdf 

  

CAMPUS MAP: A campus map can be found in the Conference Information Packet: 

https://asia.isp.msu.edu/files/7415/5932/6934/MCAA_2019_Conference_Information_Packet_Fi

nal.pdf 

 

DINNER ON FRIDAY NIGHT: The MJS dinner during MCAA this year will be held 

immediately following the MCAA reception on Friday at 7pm at Sansu Sushi.  https://sansu-

sushi.com/ 

 

To receive electronic copies of the papers, please e-mail Michael Bathgate (bathgate@sxu.edu) 

by Sept. 13.  And please indicate if you would like to join for dinner on Friday night. 
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REMAINING SCHEDULE FOR 2019-2020 
 

 

 

Nov. 9, 2019 Carleton College, Northfield, MN 

Noell Wilson, University of Mississippi, History 

Charo D’Etcheverry, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Literature 

Catherine Phipps, University of Memphis, History 

 

Feb. 15, 2020 University of Missouri-St. Louis 

Malia McAndrew, John Carroll University, History 

Eric Cunningham, Earlham College, Anthropology 

Tyler Walker, Kalamazoo College, Literature 

 

April 4, 2020 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Hilary Snow, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Art History 

Robert Tierney, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Literature 

Elizabeth Lublin, Wayne State University, History 

 

MJS Website: http://www.wmich.edu/japancenter/seminar 

http://www.wmich.edu/japancenter/seminar

