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Boy Scouts to establish
trail at Asylum Lake

Trail is only first phase of a 5-part proposal

TOM HAROLDSON
GATETTE STAFF WRITER

A pew nature trail is pIameJ for Asym Iake
located off Drake Road pear Stadium Drive.

Bernard Wolff, representative of the Hormaday
mmrurmeﬂwmmumfmagmm
permit expansion of the current shart footpath into a
trail around the lake.

The path will be covered with bark chips provided
by WMU, be szid, and include wwooden benches and

stations that will identify plant and wildlife in that

area. A hoardwalk-like trail will be developed in wet-
land areas around the lake. ped

“We want to bring some natural order to the
lace,” said Wolff, a former Asylum Lake resident
“It's beautiful to be out there” -

The lake and preserve, on the city of Kalamazoo's
southwest side, is owned by WMU, but the public has
access to the lake Only boats that can be carried
through a gate entrance can be used.
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dent for budget and finance, .
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project p or the preserve,

have only approved the first phase.

wtrE wildflowers and endemic grasses to creale a

Creatmga-bmlnglcal research-area {o-the-east of —
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State University's botanical garden.

Landseaping of the projects could be done by uni-
versity artists and students could be used to do work.
for academic credit.

Beam said the university is examining the last four
proposed phases, but is nol ready to make any com-
mitment. The farm land has been leased to an area
farmer, Clyde French, to grow com. The other devel-
opments, he said, are rather extensive and would
change the nature and use of the property.

“We said we would approve the first phase and see
how that goes before making any further decisions,”
Beam said.

Wolle said it could take 18 months to complete all
five phases of the project, depending on university
approval. Cost estimates are being developed.
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. The proposed
by Wolll, include:
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»Stocking the are.a with wildlife such as wood
ducks and rin This phase would
be nmrdmahedt with the state Department of Natural
Resources and area bird groups.

+Building an “orderly access,” such as a winding,
tree-lined boulevard from Parkview Avenue The
road would “wend its way 1o a landscaped parking
area” and five to six camping areas that would be
under “strict control of the university ..."”
During the day the camping area could be used for
education Elasaes, environmental research
and other activities I:;r Various groups.

« Terminating com on the p at

Drake Road and Parkview and replanting the



