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Asylum Lake
area saved
for public’s
recreation

The warm sun biked 1the wide-
eved hikers. A {raendlyv snake pok=
ed 1ty hesd frocm beneath (ke
Feaves A wading fisherman cast his
hine. A muskrat paddied atop the
walgr

The IT4.acre Asyvlum Lake pro-
periy an 12th Sireel and Parkview
Avenue near Stadium Drive Yas
been n the hamds of Western
Mechigan University since 18761148
open Lo the puble

The wnnersily received total
coptrol of dhe prime recreatbonal
land alfter 3 back-and-forth battle

between ..public and privale -
lereLls
Ad the gas sherlape spreads

gleom and lesurely irpa decline
ihe properiy shodld help 1o keep
Kalamazoo residents in fouch with

fatute withoul having to drive
mitles fa Hind it
ng 1o the legulalion

RE ike Asvium Lake pro
m ke Kalamazoo Reponal
Hespeial to WML, the
¥ omisd e it Usolely for a
pubie park reveeational or open
WPATE DU HIres

WML wanis
Kowalsks
WML ssastart wece preudent for
adminsleatgn -

ng Up a greal deal of
with  Blackiop

The thing that &

ur  property
Kuwalskr sud
FRDOFIART & (At 1hm o Opel Shace
m ihe ity of Kalamazos that we
Biaper can b

the 254 " scres around
Asvium Lake 5 & myrad of recrea
Brensl and eduratena | Lo Bl ey

Witk

‘pea P ladoes and frauds are

all of mature's gifts fer those im-
terested in hiking, picnics, lishing
OF SWwimming

“It"s an ideal spot for passive
recreation and  instructional
research,” said Kowalski,

Edutationally, the property gives
WMU one of 115 larpest ouldoor
classrooms, The waiversty oses the
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Hiker pauses on trail to view north shore of As vlum Lake

land for biological studies involving
birds and squatic Life
Professor Richard D. Brewer of

004 KALAMAZOQO GAZETTE.

the WMU biclogy depariment said

bitterns. bobolinks, meadowlarks

that the Asylum Lake property 15 and wood ducks
“‘guite rich for birds''such as rails,

One might also find Ballimore
orioles and gray-horned owls nestl-
ed in the 1all caks overloecking the
former sites of the state hospital

bulldings that have since been raz-

ed. N

Brewer estimates that there
could be as many as 180 species of
birds at Asylum Lake.

A large portion of the property
used for agriculture by WML, The
Asylum Lake planting is in conjunc-
Lhom with the university's farm pro-
gram south of Parkview Avenue
across the road from land im-
mediately surrounding Asylum
Lake

In addition. Comprehensive
Employment Traming Act (CETA)
personnel last year planted and
harvesied vegelables on the land
for elderly Kalamazoo residents

The land & net for everyone,

+though. Some rules have had to be
made 1o preserve the pataral quall
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Ly.

Motorcveles and other molor
vehicles are prohibited. Power
boats are not allowed, Bul
rowboats, canoes. kayaks snd other
band propelled watercrafisare.

WHL-alea does nol recommend
ary football, soecer. baseball or
other sihletic events at the site,

During the past year, the univer-

sity has completed work on two
parking Yots on Drake Read. Those
areas should hold up to 3 can,
depending on how people park and
if boat traflers are used.

WMU has alse instablled addi-
tional fencing and repaired existing
fences 1o kecp molor vehicles oul
The elfort has have notl been en-
tirely successful, judging frem the
looks of some of the knocked-down
fencing and tire tracks

The Asyvium Lake land has four
entrances, two on Drake. opne on
Parkview and one a1 the end of
Wwinchell Avenue., Nome alows
mator vihicles Lo enter




