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 What is Assessment for Learning (AfL)? 
◦ AfL answers three questions: 

 1) Where is the learner right now? 

 2) Where is the learner going? 

 3) How do we get the student there? 



 What does Assessment for Learning look like 
in mathematics and science classrooms? 



 Fall 2008 - Collected and analyzed current 
classroom observation protocols 

 Spring 2009 - Used six protocols in middle 
and high school mathematics and science 
classrooms (24 observations) 

 Summer 2009 - Began drafting AfL 
Classroom Observation Protocol and AfL 
curriculum evaluation framework 



 Inside the Classroom Observation and 
Analytic Protocol 

 

 Chicago Math and Science Initiative 
Classroom Observation Guide 



 



 



 Our classroom observation protocol is 
intended to be used in 6th – 12th grade science 
and mathematics classrooms. 

 

 Our target audience includes teachers, 
mentors, professional development providers 
and possibly administrators. 



 Planning  
 

 Launch 

 

 Exploration 

 

 Post-lesson 



• Planning  
– Learning goals, identifying criteria with examples, 

anticipating hurdles, differentiated instruction 
based on student level, modeling, target setting, 
connections to past lessons and work, 
opportunities to improve work, time for student 
review 

• Launch 

• Exploration 

• Post-lesson 



• Planning  

• Launch 
– Provide student learning objectives and 

performance tasks, examples of student work, 
grading criteria 

– Questioning strategies to determine level of student 
understanding 

• Exploration 

• Post-lesson 



• Planning  

• Launch 

• Exploration 
– Questioning strategies, teacher/student feedback 

mechanisms, peer- and self-assessment 
opportunities, teacher support of self assessment, 
opportunities to improve work, post assessments 

• Post-lesson 



• Planning  

• Launch 

• Exploration 

• Post-lesson 
– Questioning strategies, self-assessment activities, 

opportunities to improve work 



 Evaluate curriculum materials for formative 
assessment practices.   
◦ Are formative assessment strategies present in the 

planning, launch, exploration, and post-lesson 
sections of a lesson? 

 

 Create an observation protocol to help 
determine how well and to what extent the 
teacher uses formative assessment strategies 
in the lesson. 



 Look for evidence of formative assessment. 
◦ Is it present?  How so? 

 

 Look for opportunities where using formative 
assessment could improve this lesson.   



QuickTime™ and a
mbarella AVC encoder



 Examine the protocol. 

 

 Use the rubric to critically analyze this launch 
for any use of formative assessment 
practices. 

 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tChbmFBcYKg



