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Based on the Reading List format approved by the English Department Graduate Committee in 2011, the 
Medieval Studies faculty has created the following reading list of  critical texts. It contains a broad 
selection of  important critical studies many of  which we hope you will consult in preparation of  your 
examination. Specifically, please select ten critical texts from among the *marked texts below, making 
sure (together with your advisor) that you cover each of  the ten required categories from the texts on your 
Reading List I (Middle English Texts and Continental Literature in Translation).

Middle English Texts and Medieval Literature in Translation: Required Categories
1) Chaucer & Gower 
2) Gawain/Pearl-Poet
3) Langland: Piers Plowman
4) Lydgate & Malory
5) Medieval Women Writers
6) Medieval Drama 
7) Medieval Romances
8) Medieval Lyrics
9) Mystical Writings and Religious Prose
10) Medieval Literary Theory/Criticism & Medieval Literature in Translation

CRITICISM 

Chaucer
Amtower, Laurel and Jacqueline Vanhoutte, eds. A Companion to Chaucer and his Contemporaries: Texts  

and Contexts (Peterborough, 2009).
Andrew, Malcolm, ed. Critical Essays on Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Milton Keynes, 1991).
Astell, Ann W.  Chaucer and the Universe of  Learning (Ithaca, 1996).
Barney, Stephen A., ed. Chaucer’s Troilus: Essays in Criticism (London, 1980).
Bennett, J.A.W. The Parlement of  Foules: An Interpretation (Oxford, 1957).
------.Chaucer at Oxford and at Cambridge (Oxford, 1974).
Benson, C. David, Critical Essays on Chaucer’s ‘Troilus and Criseyde’ and his Major Early Poems (Milton 

Keynes, 1991).
Benson, Larry D. and Theodore M. Andersson, The Literary Context of  Chaucer’s Fabliaux  

(Indianapolis, 1971). 
Boitani, Piero. Chaucer and the Imaginary World of  Fame (Cambridge, 1984).
---, ed. The European Tragedy of  Troilus (Oxford, 1989).
---, and Jill Mann, eds. The Cambridge Chaucer Companion (Cambridge, 1986).
Brewer, Derek. Tradition and Innovation in Chaucer (London, 1982).
------. Chaucer and his World (London, 1978).
------, ed. Chaucer, The Critical Heritage, 2 vols.(London, 1978).
------, ed. Writers and their Background: Geoffrey Chaucer (London, 1974).
Brown, Peter. A Companion to Chaucer (Oxford, 2000).
Bryan, W.F., and G. Dempster, Sources and Analogues of  the Canterbury Tales (London, 1958).



Burnley, David. Chaucer’s Language and the Philosophers’ Tradition (Cambridge, 1979).
Clemen, Wolfgang. Chaucer’s Early Poetry (London, 1963).
*Cannon, Christopher. The Making of  Chaucer’s English: A Study of  Words (Cambridge, 1998).
Cooper, Helen. The Structure of  the Canterbury Tales (London, 1983).
------. Oxford Guides to Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales (Oxford, 1996).
Correale, Robert M., and Mary Hamel, Sources and Analogues of  the Canterbury Tales, vol. I (Cambridge, 

2002).
Crane, Susan. Gender and Romance in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Princeton, 1994).
*Crocker, Holly A. Chaucer's Visions of  Manhood (New York, 2007).
*Dinshaw, Carolyn. Chaucer’s Sexual Poetics (Madison, 1989).
Donaldson, E.Talbot. Speaking of  Chaucer (London, 1970).
Ellis, Steve, ed. Chaucer. An Oxford Guide (Oxford, 2005).
Frank, Robert Worth, Jr. Chaucer and the Legend of  Good Women (Cambridge, 1972).
Frese, Dolores Warwick. An Ars Legendi for Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Gainesville, 1991).
Gordon, R.K. The Story of  Troilus (Toronto, 1978).
Havely, N.R. Chaucer’s Boccaccio (Cambridge, 1980).
Kelly, Henry Ansgar. Love and Marriage in the Age of  Chaucer (Ithaca, 1975).
Kolve, V.A. Chaucer and the Imagery of  Narrative (London, 1984).
------. Telling Images: Chaucer and the Imagery of  Narrative II (Stanford, 2009)
Leicester, H. Marshall. The Disenchanted Self: Representing the Subject in the Canterbury Tales (Berkeley, 

1990).
Lerer, Seth. Chaucer and His Readers: Imagining the Author in Late-Medieval England (Princeton, 1993).
*Lynch, Kathryn L. Chaucer's Philosophical Visions (Cambridge, 2000).
*Mann, Jill. Chaucer and Medieval Estates Satire (Cambridge, 1973).
------. Feminizing Chaucer (Cambridge, 2002).
Miller, Robert P. Chaucer: Sources and Backgrounds (Oxford, 1977).
Minnis, A.J. Chaucer and Pagan Antiquity (Cambridge, 1982).
------.Oxford Guides to Chaucer: The Shorter Poems (Oxford, 1995).
Muscatine, Charles. Chaucer and the French Tradition (Berkeley, 1957).
Myles, Robert. Chaucerian Realism (Woodbridge, 1994).
*Patterson, Lee. Chaucer and the Subject of  History (London, 1991).
Payne, Robert O. The Key of  Remembrance: A Study of  Chaucer’s Poetics (New Haven, 1963).
Pearsall, Derek. The Canterbury Tales (London, 1985).
------. The Life of  Geoffrey Chaucer: A Critical Biography (Oxford, 1992).
Robertson, D.W., Jr. A Preface to Chaucer (Princeton, 1962).
Salter, Elizabeth. Chaucer: The Knight’s Tale and the Clerk’s Tale (London, 1962).
Salu, Mary, ed. Essays on Troilus and Criseyde (Cambridge, 1979).
Saunders, Corinne. Chaucer (Oxford, 2002).
Strohm, Paul. Social Chaucer (Cambridge, 1989).
Travis, Peter. Disseminal Chaucer: Rereading the Nun’s Priest’s Tale (Notre Dame, 2010).
*Trigg, Stephanie. Congenial Souls. Reading Chaucer from Medieval to Postmodern (Minneapolis, 2002).
Utz, Richard. Chaucer and the Discourse of  German Philology: A History of  Reception and an Annotated  

Bibliography of  Studies 1793-1948 (Turnhout, 2002).
Wallace, David. Chaucerian Polity: Absolutist Lineages and Associational Forms in England and Italy  

(Stanford, 1997).
Windeatt, Barry. Oxford Guides to Chaucer: Troilus and Criseyde (Oxford, 1992).
------. Chaucer’s Dream Poetry: Sources and Analogues (Cambridge, 1982).
Wood, Chauncey. Chaucer and the Country of  the Stars: Poetic Uses of  Astrological Imagery (Princeton, 

1970).



Langland 
Aers, David. Piers Plowman and Christian Allegory (London, 1975).
Alford, John A., ed. A Companion to Piers Plowman (Berkeley, 1988).
------. Piers Plowman: A Guide to the Quotations (Binghamton, 1992).
Baldwin, Anna. The Theme of  Government in Piers Plowman (Cambridge, 1981).
*Barr, Helen. Signes and Sothe: Language in the Piers Plowman Tradition (Cambridge, 1994).
Benson, C. David. Public Piers Plowman: Modern Scholarship and Late Medieval English Culture (University 

Park, 2004).
Bowers, John. The Crisis of  Will in Piers Plowman (Washington, 1986).
Clopper, Lawrence M.“Songes of  Rechelesnesse”: Langland and the Franciscans (Ann Arbor, 1997).
DiMarco, Vincent, Piers Plowman: A Reference Guide (Boston, 1982).  
Frank, Robert W., Jr. Piers Plowman and the Scheme of  Salvation (New Haven, 1957).
*Justice, Steven. Writing and Rebellion. England in 1381 (Berkeley, 1994).
Justice, Steven and Kathryn Kerby-Fulton. Written Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship  

(Philadelphia, 1997).
Kerby-Fulton, Kathryn. Reformist Apocalypticism and ‘Piers Plowman’ (Cambridge, 1990).
Pearsall, Derek. Annotated Critical Bibliography of  Langland (New York, 1990).
Salter, Elizabeth. Piers Plowman: An Introduction (Oxford, 1962).
Scase, Wendy. ‘Piers Plowman’ and the New Anti-Clericalism (Cambridge, 1989).
Schmidt, A.V.C. The Clerkly Maker: Langland’s Poetic Art (Cambridge, 1987).
Simpson, James. Piers Plowman: An Introduction to the B-Text (London, 1990).
Stokes, Myra. Justice and Mercy in Piers Plowman (London, 1984).
Vasta, Edward, ed. Interpretations of  Piers Plowman (Notre Dame, 1968).
Wittig, Joseph S. Piers Plowman Concordance (London, 2001).
Yunck, John A. The Lineage of  Lady Meed: The Development of  Medieval Venality Satire (Notre Dame, 

1963).
Zeeman, Nicolette. Piers Plowman and the Medieval Discourse of  Desire (Cambridge, 2006).

Gawain/Pearl Poet
Benson, Larry D. Art and Tradition in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (New Brunswick, 1965).
Bishop, Ian. Pearl in its Setting (Oxford, 1968).
Bowers, John M. The Politics of  Pearl: Court Poetry in the Age of  Richard II (Cambridge, 2001).
Brewer, Derek, and Jonathan Gibson, eds. A Companion to the Gawain-Poet (Cambridge, 1996).
*Brewer, Elizabeth. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight: Sources and Analogues (Cambridge, 1992).
Burrow, J.A. A Reading of  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (London, 1965).
Clein, W. Concepts of  Chivalry in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Norman, 1987).
Howard, D.R., and C. Zacher, eds. Critical Studies of  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Notre Dame, 

1968).
Keiser, Elizabeth B. Courtly Desire and Medieval Homophobia (New Haven, 1997).
Nicholls, Jonathan. A Matter of  Courtesy: Medieval Courtesy Books and the Gawain-Poet (Woodbridge, 

1985).
Putter, Ad. An Introduction to the Gawain-Poet (London, 1996).
------. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and French Arthurian Romance (Oxford, 1995).
Spearing, A.C. The Gawain-Poet: A Critical Study (Cambridge, 1970).
Stanbury, Sarah. Seeing the Gawain-Poet: Description and the Act of  Perception (Philadelphia, 1991).

Gower
Archibald, Elizabeth. Apollonius of  Tyre: Medieval and Renaissance Themes and Variations, Including a Text  

and Translation of  ‘The Historia Apollonii Regis Tyrii’ (Cambridge, 1991).
Bakalian, Ellen Shaw. Aspects of  Love in John Gower’s Confessio Amantis (London, 2004).



Beidler, Peter. John Gower’s Literary Transformations in the Confessio Amantis (Washington, 1982).
Bullón-Fernández, María. Fathers and Daughters in Gower’s Confessio Amantis: Authority, Family, State,  

and Writing (Cambridge, 2003).
Carlson, David, ed., and A.G. Rigg, trans. John Gower: Poems on Contemporary Events (Toronto, 2011).
*Donavin, Georgiana. Incest Narratives and the Structure of  Gower’s Confessio Amantis (Victoria, 1993).
Echard, Siân, ed. A Companion to Gower (Cambridge, 2004).
Echard, Siân, and Claire Fanger, trans. The Latin Verses in the Confessio Amantis (East Lansing, 

1991).
Ferster, Judith. Fictions of  Advice: The Literature and Politics of  Counsel in Late Medieval England

(Philadelphia, 1996).
Fisher, John H. John Gower, Moral Philosopher and Friend of  Chaucer (New York, 1964).
Fox, George F. Mediaeval Sciences in the Works of  John Gower (Princeton, 1931; New York, 1966).
Gallacher, Patrick. Love, the Word, and Mercury: A Reading of  John Gower’s Confessio Amantis 

(Albuquerque, 1975).
Minnis, A.J., ed. Gower’s Confessio Amantis: Responses and Reassessments (Cambridge, 1983).
Mitchell, J. Allan. Ethics and Exemplary Narrative in Chaucer and Gower (Woodbridge, 2004).
Nicholson, Peter. Love and Ethics in Gower’s Confessio Amantis(Ann Arbor, 2005).
Nitzsche, Jane Chance. The Genius Figure in Antiquity and the Middle Ages (New York, 1975).
Olsen, Alexandra Hennessey. “Betwene Ernest and Game”: The Literary Artistry of  the Confessio 

Amantis (New York, 1990).
Olsson, Kurt. John Gower and the Structures of  Conversion: A Reading of  the Confessio Amantis 

(Cambridge, 1992).
*Peck, Russell A. Kingship and Common Profit in Gower’s Confessio Amantis (Carbondale, 1978).
Simpson, James. Sciences and the Self  in Medieval Poetry: Alan of  Lille’s Anticlaudianus and John Gower’s  

Confessio Amantis (Cambridge, 1995).
Watt, Diana. Amoral Gower: Language, Sex, and Politics (Minneapolis, 2003).
White, Hugh. Nature, Sex, and Goodness in a Medieval Literary Tradition (Oxford, 2000).
Yeager, R.F., ed. On John Gower. Essays at the Millennium (Kalamazoo, 2007).
------. John Gower: Recent Readings (Kalamazoo, 1989).
------. Chaucer and Gower: Difference, Mutuality, Exchange (Victoria, 1991).
*------. John Gower’s Poetic: The Search for a New Arion (Woodbridge, 1990).

Romance
Aertsen, Henk, and Alasdair A. MacDonald, Companion to Middle English Romance (Amsterdam, 1990).
Barron, W.R.J., English Medieval Romance (Harlow, 1987).
Cooper, Helen. The English Romance in Time: Transforming Motifs from Geoffrey of  Monmouth to the Death  

of  Shakespeare (Oxford, 2004).
Crane, Susan, Insular Romance: Politics, Faith and Culture in Anglo-Norman and Middle English Literature  

(Berkeley, 1986).
Fewster, Carol, Traditionality and Genre in Middle English Romance (Cambridge, 1987).
*Furrow, Melissa. Expectations of  Romance: The Reception of  a Genre in Medieval England (Cambridge, 

2009).
Ganim, John, Style and Consciousness in Middle English Narrative (Princeton, 1983).
Heng, Geraldine. Empire of  Magic: Medieval Romance and the Politics of  Cultural Fantasy (New York, 

2003).
Hibbard, Laura A. Medieval Romance in England: A Study of  the Sources and Analogues of  the Non-Cyclic  

Metrical Romances (New York, 1924).
Loomis, Roger. The Development of  Arthurian Romance (New York, 1964).
Lupack, Alan. The Oxford Guide to Arthurian Literature and Legend (Oxford, 2005).
Maddox, Donald. The Arthurian Romances of  Chrétien de Troyes: Once and Future Fictions (Cambridge, 



1991).
Mills, Maldwyn, Jennifer Fellows and Carol Meale, eds. Romance in Medieval England (Cambridge, 

1991).
*Purdie, Rhiannon. Anglicising Romance: Tail-Rhyme and Genre in Medieval English Literature (Cambridge, 

2008).
Putter, Ad, and Jane Gilbert, eds. The Spirit of  Medieval English Popular Romance (Harlow, 2000).
Pearsall, Derek. Arthurian Romance. A Short Introduction (Malden, 2003).
Ramsey, Lee C. Chivalric Romances: Popular Literature in Medieval England (Bloomington, 1983).
Saunders, Corinne J. Magic and the Supernatural in Medieval English Romances (Cambridge, 2010).
 -----. A Companion to Romance: From Classical to Contemporary (Oxford, 2004).
------. Cultural Encounters in the Romance of  Medieval England (Cambridge, 2005).
Vinaver, Eugene. The Rise of  Romance (1971). 
Weiss, Judith, Jennifer Fellows, and Morgan Dickson. Medieval Insular Romance: Translation and  

Innovation (Cambridge, 2000).
Wittig, Susan, Stylistic and Narrative Structure in the Middle English Romances (Austin, 1978).

Lyrics, Carols, and Ballads
Boklund-Lagopoulou, Karen, ed. “I Have a Young Suster”: Popular Song and the Middle English Lyric  

(Dublin, 2001).
Dronke, Peter, ed. The Medieval Lyric (London, 1978).
Duncan, Thomas G. A Companion to the Middle English Lyric (Cambridge, 2005).
Fein, Susanna Greer, ed. Studies in the Harley Manuscript: The Scribes, Contents, and Social Contexts of  

British Library MS Harley 2253(Kalamazoo, 2000).
Gray, Douglas. Themes and Images in the Medieval English Religious Lyric (London, 1972).
Hirsh, John C., ed. Medieval Lyric: Middle English Lyrics, Ballads, and Carols (Malden, 2005).
Hodgart, M.J.C. The Ballads (London, 1950).
*Knight, Stephen, ed. Robin Hood: An Anthology of  Scholarship and Criticism (Woodbridge, 1998).
Paden, William D. Medieval Lyric: Genres in Historical Context (Urbana, 2000).
*Saville, Jonathan. The Medieval Erotic Alba: Structure as Meaning (New York, 1972).
Woolf, Rosemary. The English Religious Lyric in the Middle Ages (Oxford, 1968).

Mystical Writings and Religious Prose
Edwards, A.S.G. Middle English Prose: A Critical Guide to Major Authors and Genres (New Brunswick, 

1984).
Aers, David and Lynn Staley. The Powers of  the Holy: Religion, Politics and Gender in Late Medieval English  

Culture (University Park, 1996).
Baker, Denise Nowakowski. Julian of  Norwich’s Showings: From Vision to Book (Princeton, 1994).
Bauerschmidt, Frederik Christian. Julian of  Norwich and the Mystical Body Politic of  Christ (Notre Dame, 

1999).
Beer, Frances. Women and Mystical Experience in the Middle Ages (Woodbridge, 1992).
Dyas, Dee, Valerie Edden, and Roger Ellis, eds. Approaching Medieval English Anchoritic and Mystical  

Texts (Cambridge, 1990).
Georgianna, Linda. The Solitary Self: Individuality in the Ancrene Wisse (1981).
Glasscoe, Marion, ed. The Medieval Mystical Tradition in England (Exeter, 1980) 
------. English Medieval Mystics: Games of  Faith (London, 1993).
Hodgson, P. Three Fourteenth-Century English Mystics (London, 1967).
*Lochrie, Karma. Margery Kempe and Translations of  the Flesh (Philadelphia, 1991).
Mueller, J.M. The Native Tongue and the Word: Developments in English Prose Style 1380-1580(Chicago, 

1984).
Riehle, Wolfgang. The Middle English Mystics. Trans. B. Standring (London, 1981).



Staley, Lynn. Margery Kempe’s Dissenting Fictions (University Park, 1994).
Wada, Yoko, ed. A Companion to Ancrene Wisse (Woodbridge, 2003).
Watson, Nicholas. Richard Rolle and the Invention of  Authority (Cambridge, 1991).

Early Drama
*Axton, Richard. European Drama of  the Early Middle Ages (London, 1974).
Beckwith, Sarah. Christ’s Body: Identity, Culture and Society (London, 1993).
------. Signifying God: Social Relation and Symbolic Act in the York Corpus Christi Plays (Chicago, 2001).
Bevington, David. From Mankind to Marlowe: Growth of  Structure in the Popular Drama of  Tudor England  

(Cambridge, 1962).
Briscoe, M., and J. Coldewey. Contexts for Early English Drama (Bloomington, 1989).
Cawte, E.C., et.al. English Ritual Drama (London, 1967).
Chambers, E. K. The Mediaeval Stage, 2 vols. (New York, 1996).
Clopper, Lawrence M. Drama, Play, and Game: English Festive Culture in the Medieval and Early Modern  

Period (Chicago, 2001).
*Coletti, Theresa. Mary Magdalene and the Drama of  Saints: Theater, Gender, and Religion in Late Medieval  

England (Philadelphia, 2004).
Davidson, Clifford. Gesture in Medieval Drama and Art (Kalamazoo, 2001).
Denny, Neil, ed. Medieval Drama (London, 1963).
*Dillon, Janette. Language and Stage in Medieval and Renaissance England (Cambridge, 1998).
*Enders, Jody. Rhetoric and the Origins of  Medieval Drama (Ithaca, 1992).
------. The Medieval Theater of  Cruelty: Rhetoric, Memory, Violence (Ithaca, 2004).
------. Death by Drama and Other Medieval Urban Legends (Chicago, 2002).
Forest-Hill, Lynn. Transgressive Language in Medieval English Drama: Signs of  Challenge and Change  

(Aldershot, 2000).
*Gibson, Gail McMurray. Theatre of  Devotion: East Anglian Drama and Society in the Late Middle Ages  

(Chicago, 1989).
Grantley, Darryll. Wit’s Pilgrimage: Drama and the Social Impact of  Education in Early Modern England 

(Aldershot, 2000).
Hardison, O. B., Christian Rite and Christian Drama in the Middle Ages: Essays in the Origin and Early  

History of  Modern Drama (Baltimore, 1965).
*King, Pamela M. The York Mystery Cycle and the Worship of  the City (Cambridge, 2006).
*Kolve, V.A.The Play Called Corpus Christi (London, 1966).
Nelson, Alan. The Medieval English Stage (Chicago, 1974).
Neuss, Paula, ed. Aspects of  Early English Drama (Cambridge, 1983).
Nisse, Ruth. Defining Acts: Drama and the Politics of  Interpretation in Late Medieval England (Notre Dame, 

2005).
Owens, Margaret E. Stages of  Dismemberment: The Fragmented Body in Late Medieval and Early Modern  

Drama (Newark, 2005).
Rastall, Richard, The Heaven Singing: Music in Early English Religious Drama (Cambridge, 1996).
Robinson, J.W. Studies in Fifteenth-Century Stagecraft (Kalamazoo, 1991).
*Rubin, Miri. Corpus Christi: The Eucharist in Late Medieval Culture (Cambridge, 1991).
Scherb, Victor. Staging Faith: East Anglian Drama in the Later Middle Ages (Madison, 2001).
Scoville, Chester. Saints and the Audience in Middle English Biblical Drama (Toronto, 2004).
Stevens, Martin. Four Middle English Mystery Cycles (Princeton, 1987).
Stevenson, Jill. Performance, Cognitive Theory, and Devotional Culture: Sensual Piety in Late Medieval York  

(New York, 2010).
Taylor, J., and A.H. Nelson. Medieval English Drama: Essays Critical and Contextual (Chicago,1972).
Twycross, Meg, ed. Festive Drama (Cambridge, 1996).
Wickham, Glynne. Early English Stages, vol. I, 1300 to 1576 London, [1959]; repr. 1963; vol. II, 1576 



to 1660, Part I, London, 1963, vol. III, Plays and their Makers to 1576, London, 1981.
Woolf, Rosemary. The English Mystery Plays (London, 1972).

Malory
Archibald, Elizabeth and A.S.G. Edwards, eds. A Companion to Malory (Cambridge, 1996).
Benson, Larry D. Malory’s Morte Darthur (Cambridge, 1976).
*Edwards, Elizabeth. The Genesis of  Narrative in Malory’s Morte Darthur (Cambridge, 2001).
Field, P.J.C. Romance and Chronicle (London, 1971).
------.The Life and Times of  Sir Thomas Malory (Cambridge, 1993).
Hanks, D. Thomas, Jr., and Jessica G. Brogdon.The Social and Literary Contexts of  Malory’s Morte 

Darthur (Cambridge, 2000).
*Kennedy, Beverly. Knighthood in the Morte Darthur (Cambridge, 1985).
Knight, Stephen. The Structure of  Sir Thomas Malory’s Arthuriad (Sydney, 1969).
Lambert, Mark. Style and Vision in Le Morte Darthur (New Haven, 1975).
Lynch, Andrew. Malory’s Book of  Arms: The Narrative of  Combat in Le Morte Darthur (Woodbridge, 

1997).
Riddy, Felicity. Sir Thomas Malory (Leiden, 1987).
Spisak, James W., ed. Studies in Malory (Kalamazoo, 1985).
Takamiya, Toshiyuki, and Derek Brewer, eds. Aspects of  Malory (Cambridge, 1981).

Lydgate
Cooper, Lisa and Andrea Denny-Brown. Lydgate Matters: Poetry and Material Culture in the Fifteenth  

Century (New York, 2008).
Ebin, Lois A. John Lydgate (Boston, 1985).
Finlayson, John. “Guido de Columnis’ Historia destructionis Troiae, The ‘Gest Hystorial’ of  the Destruction  

of  Troy, and Lydgate’s Troy Book: Translation and the Design of  History.”Anglia 113 (1995): 
141-62.

Gillespie, Alexandra. Print Culture and the Medieval Author: Chaucer, Lydgate, and Their Books, 1473-1557 
(Oxford, 2006).

Mortimer, Nigel. John Lydgate’s ‘Fall of  Princes’: Narrative Tragedy in its Literary and Political Contexts 
(Oxford, 2005).

*Nolan, Maura. John Lydgate and the Making of  Public Culture (Cambridge, 2005).
Pearsall, Derek. John Lydgate (London, 1970).
Renoir, Alain. The Poetry of  John Lydgate (Cambridge, 1967).
Scanlon, Larry, and James Simpson, eds. John Lydgate: Poetry, Culture, and Lancastrian England (Notre 

Dame, 2006).
Smyth, Karen Elaine. Imaginings of  Time in Lydgate and Hoccleve’s Verse (Aldershot, 2011).
*Watson, Nicholas. “Outdoing Chaucer: Lydgate’s Troy Book and Henryson’s Testament of  Cresseid.  

Competitive Imitations of  Troilus and Criseyde.” In: Shifts and Transpositions in Medieval  
Narrative. Ed. Karen Pratt (Woodbridge, 1994). Pp. 89-108.

Fifteenth-Century Poetry 
Bawcutt, Priscilla. Dunbar the Makar (Oxford, 1992).
------. Gavin Douglas: A Critical Study (Edinburgh, 1976).
Boffey, Julia, and Janet Cowen, ed. Chaucer and Fifteenth-Century Poetry (London, 1991). 
Ebin, Lois A. Illuminator, Makar, Vates: Visions of  Poetry in the Fifteenth Century (Lincoln, 1988).
Edwards, A.S.G. Skelton: The Critical Heritage (London, 1981).
Fradenburg, Louise Olga. City, Marriage, Tournament: Arts of  Rule in Late Medieval Scotland (Madison, 

1991).
Fox, Alistair. Politics and Literature in the Reigns of  Henry VII and Henry VIII (Oxford, 1989).



Gray, Douglas. Robert Henryson (Leiden, 1979).
Knapp, Ethan. The Bureaucratic Muse. Thomas Hoccleve and the Literature of  Late Medieval England  

(University Park, 2001).
Kratzmann, Gregory, Anglo-Scottish Literary Relations 1430-1550 (Cambridge, 1980).
*Lawton, David. “Dullness in the Fifteenth Century.” ELH 54.4 (1987): 761-99.
Mitchell, Jerome. Thomas Hoccleve (Urbana, 1968).
Perkins, Nicholas. Hoccleve’s Regiment of  Princes: Counsel and Constraint (Cambridge, 2001).
Reiss, Edmund. William Dunbar (Boston, 1979).
Ross, Ian Simpson. William Dunbar (Leiden, 1981).
Scanlon, Larry. Narrative, Authority and Power: the Medieval Exemplum and the Chaucerian Tradition  

(Cambridge, 1994).
Walker, Greg. John Skelton and the Politics of  the 1520s (Cambridge, 1988).

General Background Studies
Bennett, J.A.W. Middle English Literature (Oxford History of  English Literature, vol. I Part 2), ed. and 

completed by Douglas Gray (Oxford, 1986).
Burrow, J.A. Medieval Writers and their Work: Middle English Literature and its Background 1100-1500 

(Oxford, 1982).
Edwards, A.S.G., ed. Middle English Prose: A Critical Guide to Major Authors and Genres (New 

Brunswick, 1984).
Goldie, Matthew. Middle English Literature: A Historical Sourcebook (Oxford, 2003)
Simpson, James. The Oxford English Literary History. Volume 2. 1350–1547. Reform and Cultural  

Revolution (Oxford, 2002).
Strohm, Paul. Middle English: Oxford Twenty-First Century Approaches to Literature (Oxford, 2007).
Wallace, David, ed. The Cambridge History of  Medieval English Literature (Cambridge, 1999).

Useful Companions
Cambridge Companion to Dante, ed. Rachel Jacoff  (1993).
Cambridge Companion to Medieval Romance, ed. Robert Krueger (2000).
Cambridge Companion to Medieval Women’s Writing , ed. Carolyn Dinshaw and David Wallace (2003).
Cambridge Companion to Medieval English Theatre, ed. Richard Beadle (Cambridge, 1994).
Companion to Medieval English Literature and Culture, 1350-c.1500, ed. Peter Brown (Oxford, 2007).
Companion to Early Middle English Literature, ed. N.H.G.E. Weldhoen, and H. Aertsen (Amsterdam, 

1990).

Literary Criticism
Aers, David, Community, Gender and Individual Identity: English Writing 1360-1430 (London, 1988).
------, ed. Medieval Literature: Criticism, Ideology and History (Brighton, 1986).
------, ed. Medieval Literature and Historical Inquiry: Essays in Honour of  Derek Pearsall (Cambridge, 2000).
------, Faith, Ethics and Church: Writing in England, 1360–1409 (Cambridge, 2000).
Auerbach, Erich, Mimesis: The Representation of  Reality in Western Literature, trans. W. Trask (New York, 

1953).
Bakhtin, Mikhail, Rabelais and his World. Trans. H. Iswolsky (Cambridge, Mass., 1968).
Benson, C. David. The History of  Troy in Middle English Literature (Woodbridge, 1980).
Benson, Larry D., and John Leyerle, eds. Chivalric Literature: Essays on Relations between Literature and  

Life in the Later Middle Ages (Kalamazoo, 1980).
Bloch, R. Howard. Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of  Western Romantic Love (Chicago, 1991).
------. Etymologies and Genealogies: A Literary Anthropology of  the French Middle Ages (Chicago, 1983).
------. The Anonymous Marie de France (Chicago, 2003).
------. The Scandal of  the Fabliaux (Chicago, 1986).



Bloch, R. Howard and Stephen G. Nichols, eds. Medievalism and the Modernist Temper (Baltimore, 
1994).

Bloomfield, Morton W. Essays and Explorations: Studies in Ideas, Language and Literature (Cambridge, 
1970).

Boitani, Piero. English Medieval Narrative in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries. Trans. J.K. Hall 
(Cambridge, 1982).

---, and Anna Torti, eds., Literature in Fourteenth-Century England (Tübingen, 1983)
Burrow, J.A. Ricardian Poetry (London, 1971).
Calin, William. The French Tradition and the Literature of  Medieval England (Toronto, 1994).
Chism, Christine. Alliterative Revivals (Philadelphia, 2002).
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