
www.wmich.edu/facultysenate 

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 
Minutes of Thursday, 20 May 2010, 3 p.m. 

Faculty Lounge, Bernhard Center 

 
Members present: Said AbuBakr, Sisay Asefa, Sheila Bair, Maira Bundza, 

Robert Dlouhy,  Mary Lagerwey, Donald McCloud, Lygia Mueller, Shaila Rao, 
Silvia Rossbach (for Stephen Malcolm), Bill Woods.  Members absent: Steve 

Covell, William Davis, Willem Homan, Yvette Hyter, Lydia King, Mushtaq Luqmani, 
Bret Wagner.  Also present: Fisseha Eshetu Habtemariam, Linda Zoeller, 

College of Health and Human Services.  
 

Procedural Items 

 
Welcoming Remarks and Introductions 

 
Council Chair Maira Bundza called the meeting to order at 3 p.m.  She welcomed 
council members and introduced new council member Shaila Rao from the 
College of Education and Human Development, and Fisseha Eshetu 
Habtemariam, a medical doctor from Ethiopia who will be working on a project 
with the Economics Department as well as the College of Health and Human 
Services. 
 

Acceptance of the Agenda 
 
AbuBakr moved, seconded by Rossbach, that the agenda be approved.  Motion 
passed.  

 
Approval of the Minutes 

 
AbuBakr moved, seconded by Asefa, to approve the minutes of the 15 April 
meeting.  Motion passed. 

 
Informational Items 

 
Chair’s Report – Maira Bundza 

 
Bundza reported that the draft of the American Council on Education (ACE) 
Internationalization Laboratory peer review report has been received. The 
leadership team is checking it for errors and will return it to the peer review team.  
The final report should be available to the IEC at the June meeting. 
 

Haenicke Institute for Global Education Report – Donald McCloud 
 

Dean McCloud reported that the ACE leadership team is reviewing the draft report 
submitted by the peer review group.  The Haenicke Institute for Global Education 
recently had an external review of the Global Studies Program conducted.  A two-

day site visit took place in late April and HIGE will share the final report with IEC.  
HIGE is in the process of preparing a report on recruiting strategies.  McCloud 
noted that HIGE personnel have visited 48 cities in 28 countries this academic 
year.  He reported that the WMU study abroad group in Thailand is safe despite 
the political unrest there.  HIGE is in constant contact with the leader of the group, 
and contingency plans have been made for their return to the U.S. in the event 
that the group cannot reach Bangkok.  HIGE will be hosting visitors from Japan, 
Indonesia and Jordan late in May. 
 
Bill Woods reported that he and Jason Burkhardt attended a two-day State 
Department workshop on the government’s new information system for 
international travelers.  This system will inform students, business people, and 
tourists about current conditions and risks in countries around the world.  Woods 
noted that many changes in liability laws have occurred lately, and accurate 
information on conditions overseas is more important than ever in the conduct of 
study abroad.  Next year Jane Blythe Warren, director of Study Abroad, will attend 
the workshop.  Woods also noted that participants in the study abroad field 
agreed that the past year was one of the most challenging in recent memory. 
 

College of Health and Human Services International Committee – Linda Zoeller 
 
Linda Zoeller, director, WMU Bronson School of Nursing, reported on the activities 
of the CHHS International Committee for 2009-10.  It will continue following the 
framework and guiding principles already established for CHHS. Zoeller reported 
on the activities that pertained to the goals for this past year. One goal was to 
provide faculty, staff, and students opportunities to develop cultural sensitivity.  
The college had a Book Read in March and discussion on cultural competence 
and sensitivity in January.  Another goal was to increase the visibility and student 
access to study abroad programs.  To this end, the first CHHS study abroad fair 
was held in October.  A related goal was to develop study abroad programs that 
have a health and social welfare orientation.  Several examples of such programs 
already held or planned were provided.  Other goals were to establish 
partnerships between CHHS and other university units involved in international 
programs, participate in other university-wide international initiatives, and develop 
international interdisciplinary courses to be offered through CHHS. They are on 
track with their short-, middle- and long-term priorities of CHHS international 
efforts. 
 

Other – Said AbuBakr 
 

Said AbuBakr announced that the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
signed an agreement with the University of Dresden for an “equal exchange” 
program that would include both faculty and students.   
 
AbuBakr also mentioned that the Registrar’s Office does not seem to be acting on 
policy changes approved by the Faculty Senate and Provost.  He asked that some 
process be initiated to have these policy changes acted upon. 
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Discussion/Action Items 

 
Election of IEC Officers 

 
The council nominated Maira Bundza for council chair and Robert Dlouhy for 
secretary for the 2010-11 academic year.  The nominations were approved by 
acclamation.  Election of a vice chair was postponed until the June meeting.  
 

IEC Membership 
 

The Faculty Senate has added a second at-large member to the IEC, and Bret 
Wagner, Management, was elected to that position.  The council then discussed 
adding a member from either the Foreign Languages or Spanish department.  
AbuBakr moved, seconded by Asefa, that the IEC recommend to the Faculty 
Senate Executive Board to add a fourth member from the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and that one of the four members be from either the Foreign Language 
or Spanish departments.  Motion carried.  Mary Lagerwey will pass this 
recommendation on to the Executive Board. 
 

ACE Internationalization Laboratory – Next Steps 
 
Bundza raised the question of what the next steps should be for pursuing the 
recommendations made in the ACE Lab process.  McCloud stated that the report 
will be sent to the president and provost, who can issue directives to initiate 
actions in the operational units of HIGE and other parts of the University.  
Lagerwey suggested inviting the president and provost to the September or 
October IEC meeting.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert J. Dlouhy, IEC Secretary 


