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 WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

  
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Minutes of Thursday, 10 October 2019, 3 p.m. 
Room 4550 Sangren Hall 

 
Members present: D. Eric Archer, Ila Baker, Anna Berna (Graduate Student 
Association), Jim Butterfield, Brad Dennis (for Maria Perez-Stable), Igor Fedotov, 
Rick Gershon, Chansheng He, Jennifer Hudson (for Steve Durbin), David 
Huffman, Shannon McMorrow, Michelle Metro-Roland, Rebecca Natale (Western 
Student Association), Jun Seok-Oh, Xiaodan (Abby) Wang, Jim Whittles, Paulo 
Zagalo-Melo 
Guests: Lee Penyak, Director of WMU Study Abroad; Joseph Rasich, Assistant 
Director of WMU Study Abroad; Sarah Reid, Study Abroad Specialist; Will 
McIntee, Midwest Outreach Director, United States Global Leadership Coalition 
 

Procedural Items 
  

Acceptance of the Agenda 
A motion was made by McMorrow to accept the 10 October agenda; seconded by 
Dennis. Motion carried. 

   
Approval of the Minutes 

A motion was made by Whittles to approve the 19 September minutes; seconded 
by Zagalo-Melo. Motion carried. 
 

Discussion/Information Items 
 

IEC Council Introductions – Butterfield 
Butterfield asked for the members of the council to introduce themselves again as 
there were a few new members who joined the council since the September 
meeting. 

 
Chair’s Report – Butterfield 

No report 
 

Haenicke Institute for Global Education Report – Paulo Zagalo-Melo 
Zagalo-Melo presented information on a selected topic related to the work of 
HIGE. This month’s topic centered on the 10th anniversary of WMU’s Confucius 
Institute. Zagalo-Melo outlined several challenges faced by Confucius Institutes at 
other U.S. institutions. These challenges include limited Department of Defense 
(DoD) grant funding to support these institutes, which is common at many 
institutions. WMU does not rely on DoD funding to support the Confucius Institute 
on campus. Zagalo-Melo also discussed how the WMU Confucius Institute enjoys 
wide support from the community related to various Chinese language and culture 
partnerships with Kalamazoo public schools. In addition, Zagalo-Melo discussed 
the strength of the Chinese partner institution that provides support for WMU’s 
Confucius Institute, Beijing Language and Culture University (BLCU). HIGE is 

planning to renew this partnership for an additional five years. Several council 
members asked additional questions related to funding and the work of the WMU 
Confucius Institute and Confucius Institutes broadly, which Zagalo-Melo clarified. 
Butterfield also shared his knowledge of the historical development of WMU’s 
partnership with BLCU. 
 

Global Learning Across the Disciplines – Archer, McMorrow, Metro-Roland, and 
Whittles 

Butterfield provided some context for new council members regarding the 
development of the Global Learning Across the Disciplines initiative spearheaded 
by the IEC. McMorrow and Metro-Roland provided details of the draft call for 
faculty learning communities (FLC’s) focusing on international curriculum 
development and international student inclusion, which was developed by the 
working group. In addition, Archer shared information related to the call for and 
selection of a Faculty Fellow position within the Haenicke Institute for Global 
Education, who would help to support the initiative during the 2020-21 academic 
year. 
 

Comprehensive Internationalization – Butterfield and Zagalo-Melo 
Butterfield invited Zagalo-Melo to provide an overview of the process of 
comprehensive internationalization in higher education. Zagalo-Melo then 
proceeded to provide the council with information on the historical development 
and rationales for comprehensive internationalization. 
 
Butterfield then provided an overview of internationalization efforts at WMU 
specifically. Butterfield asked for input from council members on what areas of 
internationalization should IEC continue to focus on at the institution. 
 

Working Groups – Butterfield 
Butterfield suggested that the council should examine the need for various 
working groups to address topics of focus for this academic year. 
 

Other  
There was no other business. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 5:01 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. Eric Archer 
IEC Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 


