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 WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

  
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Minutes of Thursday, 21 November 2019, 3 p.m. 
Room 4550 Sangren Hall 

 
Members present: Ila Baker, Anna Berna (Graduate Student Association), Jim 
Butterfield, Brad Dennis, Igor Fedotov, Rick Gershon, Chansheng He, Jennifer 
Hudson (for Steve Durbin), Shannon McMorrow, Michelle Metro-Roland, Rebecca 
Natale (Western Student Association), Jun Seok-Oh, Xiaodan (Abby) Wang, Jim 
Whittles, Paulo Zagalo-Melo 
Member absent: Eric Archer 
 

Procedural Items 
  

Acceptance of the Agenda 
A motion was made by Whittles to accept the 21 November agenda; seconded by 
He. Motion carried. 

   
Approval of the Minutes 

A motion was made by Whittles to approve the 10 October minutes; seconded by 
He. Motion carried. 
 

Discussion/Information Items 
 

Initial Comments – McMorrow 
McMorrow said that Chair Butterfield has a class until 3:15 p.m. this semester. 
Although he was able to make the first two meetings on time, he will be late today 
and next month. Archer is ill today. Whittles volunteered to be substitute secretary 
for the day. 

 
Haenicke Institute for Global Education Report – Zagalo-Melo 

Zagalo-Melo announced the HIGE would be proceeding with the learning 
community project developed in the IEC, including the appointment of a faculty 
fellow to organize and guide the LC. The emphasis will be on internationalization 
of the curriculum. The faculty fellow position description was largely drawn from 
the draft presented in the council meeting last month. The fellow will be appointed 
in the 2020/21 academic year (fall and spring only). The position will be 
announced the first week of December and chosen in the spring semester. The 
LC will be previewed to chairs and at the Teaching and Learning Bash in the 
spring and at the President's Global Engagement Reception. It will also be 
announced in the Faculty Senate. The budget is $20,000, 70% of which comes 
from the provost and 30% from HIGE.  
 

International Education Faculty Development Fund (IEFDF) – Metro-Roland 
The fund is dedicated to travel for research, workshops and international activity 
(prioritized in that order). Eight awards were given out for the fall semester for a 
total of $12,000. Those who apply and received denials are given the reason(s). 

 
Fulbrights – Metro-Roland 

Metro-Roland updated the council on recent awards and also provided a handout 
with awards going back into the post-2000 era. This year there is one faculty on a 
core Scholar award in Japan. There are also 38 Fulbright students and fellows 
from 25 countries across 17 departments.  
 

International Travel – Butterfield  
Butterfield noted that the Faculty Research and Travel Fund (FRTF) does not now 
differentiate between domestic and international travel as it has in the past. Some 
faculty have complained about the lack of a differential considering that most 
international travel is significantly more expensive than domestic. A spinoff 
discussion ensued when Fedotov brought up the difficulty in booking international 
airfare with AAA. Other faculty and staff expressed similar views that they have to 
either 1) accept suboptimal itineraries and/or expensive prices due to the 
inadequacy of the AAA system and its travel agents when it comes to international 
travel or 2) pay a premium price, thereby costing the University precious 
resources. It also came to light that for those who have elite status on specific 
airlines that allow them to rebook at no cost, they still have to pay a substantial 
rebooking fee to AAA even if they handle it directly with the airline while in the 
field. The council determined that a letter to the Business and Finance office 
would be advisable as a way to start investigating the latter issue. The former one 
(FRTF) will be taken up with the Office of Research and Innovation and with the 
Research Policies Council.  
 

Internationalization of Research – Butterfield  
Butterfield presented some background and data from scholarly research and 
gray literature reports on internationalization of research. The term is usually 
understood as international collaboration in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) fields while it signifies field research and familiarity with 
another culture(s) in fields such as social sciences, education, humanities, and 
business. In all cases, it contributes to WMU’s global engagement mission. Oh 
contributed viewpoints taken from the faculty survey last year on 
internationalization of research (he was part of a joint working group with the RPC 
that developed the survey and analyzed the results). Butterfield noted three 
significant upcoming moments that will affect the course of the University's 
development: the transition to the new budget model, the capital campaign, and 
strategic planning given likely to come in 2020. The council needs to be prepared 
to inform any or all of these processes with respect not only to internationalization 
of research, but all aspects of comprehensive internationalization. 
 
Zagalo-Melo briefed the council on recent developments in Washington, D.C., and 
in national higher education associations about national security concerns and 
"undo foreign influence" through collaborative research and graduate student 
enrollment in certain fields and with respect to certain "rival nations." This is 
simultaneously a genuine concern that needs the attention of research 
universities and one that can potentially get overblown to cast a damper on all 
international collaboration and graduate student recruitment. The data presented 
by Butterfield – including on the quality and impact of publications resulting from 
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international collaboration – can be helpful in maintaining balance in the ongoing 
discussion. The council decided that this will be an issue to be addressed in 
subsequent meetings and perhaps a reconstitution of the joint working group with 
RPC. 
 

Other  
Natale stated this she will be off the council next semester due to a course 
conflict. Members of the council thanked her for her service and wished her well. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Whittles 
Substitute Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 


