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 WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY SENATE 

  
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION COUNCIL 

Minutes of Thursday, 16 January 2020, 3 p.m. 
Room 4550 Sangren Hall 

 
Members present: D. Eric Archer, Ila Baker, Anna Berna (Graduate Student 
Association), Jim Butterfield, Brad Dennis, Rick Gershon, Chansheng He, David 
Huffman, Shannon McMorrow, Michelle Metro-Roland, Jun Seok-Oh, Xiaodan 
(Abby) Wang, Jim Whittles, Paulo Zagalo-Melo 
Members absent: Steve Durbin, Igor Fedotov, Western Student Association 
representative 
Guest: Evan Heiser, Director, WMU Signature Program 
 

Procedural Items 
 Acceptance of the Agenda 

A motion was made by McMorrow to accept the 16 January agenda; seconded by 
Whittles. Motion carried. 

   
Approval of the Minutes 

A motion was made by Zagalo-Melo to approve the 5 December 2019 minutes; 
seconded by McMorrow. Motion carried. 
 

Discussion/Information Items 
Chair’s Report – Butterfield 

President Edward Montgomery will not be attending an IEC meeting this academic 
year. Terri Kinzy, Vice President for Research and Innovation, will attend in March 
and an invitation will also be extended to Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Jennifer Bott to attend a scheduled council meeting. 
 
Butterfield discussed details on the recent passage of the Defense Reauthorization 
Act by Congress and the impact on internationalization within higher education, 
including collaboration on international research with institutions in other countries, 
and participation of international students on sensitive research topics in U.S. 
higher education. He also met with Kinzy to discuss the above issues and increase 
in funding for international research. 

 
Haenicke Institute for Global Education Report – Zagalo-Melo 

Zagalo-Melo reported on recent Title VI Education Program funding for foreign 
language studies, area studies, and global education programs authorized by the 
U.S. government. The White House and Congress agreed to increase the total 
budget for Title VI by 1.9% (an approximate $4 million increase for Fulbright 
Hays/Title VI). Title VI programs had not received an increase in funding since 
2011. 
 
In addition, HIGE is submitting two funding proposals to the Provost’s Office 
related to global experiences for all students; all sophomore students would have 
funding to study abroad that would provide full funding for some programs or partial 
funding for more expensive programs. The second proposal is to help provide 

additional training for international teaching assistants, coordinated by the Center 
for English Language and Culture for International Students (CELCIS). Finally, the 
Global Leadership Program has been submitted, by the Provost’s Office, as a 
focus for the WMU Capital Campaign. Zagalo-Melo also reiterated that the provost 
should be invited to an IEC meeting this semester. 

 
Global Learning Initiatives – Butterfield 

Butterfield provided an overview of the various global learning initiatives that have 
been developed and supported by the IEC over the last five years. He also stated 
that it might be helpful to present information on these initiatives to the larger 
Faculty Senate to highlight the efforts of the council and to encourage additional 
discourse on global learning among WMU faculty. Butterfield then asked members 
for their input on this potential presentation to the Faculty Senate. Huffman 
recommended highlighting what resources are already available to faculty at WMU 
related to global engagement. Metro-Roland asked for clarification on the purpose 
of this presentation and made suggestions on adding information concerning the 
prior Memorandum of Action related to comprehensive internationalization initiated 
by IEC and what efforts have stemmed from it.  
 
Gershon suggested thinking about the best approaches and venue for presenting 
this information to the larger WMU community. He stated that a Faculty Senate 
meeting would be a good venue. Gershon also suggested presenting this 
information at a Provost’s Council meeting. Baker proposed sharing this 
information at a meeting of the Organization of Chairs, Heads and Directors 
(OCHAD), while Zagalo-Melo suggested a presentation to the Academic Forum. 
 

WMU Signature Program – Heiser 
Heiser provided an overview of the WMU Signature Program and answered 
various questions from council members regarding participation of undergraduate 
and graduate students at WMU, particularly related to the global engagement 
pathway of the program. 

 
International Graduate Student Housing – Butterfield 

Butterfield asked council members about their experiences with international 
students and challenges with housing and other financial issues. Council members 
shared their individual experiences with students they have worked with and this 
issue was discussed as one that could be revisited by the council in consultation 
with the Division of Student Affairs. 
 

Other  
There was no other business. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. Eric Archer, Secretary 


