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SECTION 32 9200 - TURF AND GRASSES 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 

1. Seeding. 

1.2 DEFINITIONS 

A. Finish Grade:  Elevation of finished surface of planting soil. 

B. Manufactured Topsoil:  Soil produced off-site by homogeneously blending mineral soils or sand with 
stabilized organic soil amendments to produce topsoil or planting soil. 

C. Planting Soil:  Standardized topsoil; existing, native surface topsoil; existing, in-place surface soil; 
imported topsoil; or manufactured topsoil that is modified with soil amendments and perhaps fertilizers to 
produce a soil mixture best for plant growth. 

D. Subgrade:  Surface or elevation of subsoil remaining after excavation is complete, or top surface of a fill or 
backfill before planting soil is placed. 

E. Subsoil:  All soil beneath the topsoil layer of the soil profile, and typified by the lack of organic matter and 
soil organisms. 

F. Surface Soil:  Whatever soil is present at the top layer of the existing soil profile at the Project site.  In 
undisturbed areas, the surface soil is typically topsoil, but in disturbed areas such as urban environments, 
the surface soil can be subsoil. 

1.3 SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data:  For each type of product indicated. 

B. Seed Mix 

1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Installer's Field Supervision:  Require Installer to maintain an experienced full-time supervisor on Project 
site when work is in progress. 
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1.5 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

A. Seed and Other Packaged Materials:  Deliver packaged materials in original, unopened containers 
showing weight, certified analysis, name and address of manufacturer, and indication of conformance with 
state and federal laws, as applicable. 

1.6 MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

A. Initial Turf Maintenance Service:  Provide full maintenance by skilled employees of landscape Installer.  
Maintain as required in Part 3.  Begin maintenance immediately after each area is planted and continue 
until acceptable turf is established but for not less than the following periods: 

1. Seeded or Sodded Turf:  60 days from date of planting completion. 

a. When initial maintenance period has not elapsed before end of planting season, or if turf is 
not fully established, continue maintenance during next planting season. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 SEED 

A. Grass Seed:  Fresh, clean, dry, new-crop seed complying with AOSA's "Journal of Seed Technology; 
Rules for Testing Seeds" for purity and germination tolerances. 

B. Turfgrass seed and seed mixtures to be determined by the owner based on site conditions and turf uses.  

 

2.2 FERTILIZERS 

A. Commercial Fertilizer:  Anderson's Starter Fertilizer 21-22-04 with .08% Mesotrione herbicide (trade name 
Tenacity). This fertilizer/herbicide combination is for use on Kentucky bluegrass, ryegrass, tall fescue, and 
fine fescue (creeping red fescue, chewings fescue, and hard fescue).  Use it on mixtures of these species 
with up to 20% fine fescue. This fertilizer has the following composition: 

1. Composition:  Mesotrione (trade name Tenacity), referred to as an HPPD inhibitor. 

2.3 TOPSOIL 
1. Topsoil:  ASTM D 5268 topsoil, with pH range of 5.5 to 7, a minimum of 5 percent organic material 

content.  Verify suitability of soil to produce viable planting soil.  Clean soil of roots, plants, sod, 
stones, clods, clay lumps, pockets of coarse sand, concrete slurry, concrete layers or chunks, 
cement, plaster, building debris, and other extraneous materials harmful to plant growth.   
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2.4 MULCHES 

A. Straw Mulch:  Provide air-dry, clean, mildew- and 99% seed-free, salt hay or threshed straw of wheat, rye, 
oats, or barley with tack.  

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 TURF AREA PREPARATION 

A. Newly Graded Subgrades:  Loosen subgrade to a minimum depth of 8 inches.  Remove stones larger than 
1 inch in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous matter and legally dispose of 
them off Owner's property. 
1. Spread topsoil to a depth of 6 inches but not less than required to meet finish grades after light 

rolling and natural settlement.  Do not spread if planting soil or subgrade is frozen, muddy, or 
excessively wet. 

B. Finish Grading:  Grade planting areas to a smooth, uniform surface plane with loose, uniformly fine 
texture.  Grade to within plus or minus 1/2 inch of finish elevation.  Roll and rake, remove ridges, and fill 
depressions to meet finish grades.  Limit finish grading to areas that can be planted in the immediate 
future. 

C. Moisten prepared area before planting if soil is dry.  Water thoroughly and allow surface to dry before 
planting.  Do not create muddy soil. 

D. Before planting, obtain Architect's acceptance of finish grading; restore planting areas if eroded or 
otherwise disturbed after finish grading. 

3.2 SEEDING 

A. Do not broadcast or drop seed when wind velocity exceeds 5 mph.  Evenly distribute seed by sowing 
equal quantities in two directions at right angles to each other.  Do not seed against existing trees.  Limit 
extent of seed to outside edge of planting saucer. 

B. Sow seed at a total rate of 6 lb/1000 sq. ft. 

C. Rake seed lightly into top 1/8 inch of soil, roll lightly, and water with fine spray. 

D. Protect seeded areas with slopes not exceeding 1:6 by spreading straw mulch.    Spread by hand, blower, 
or other suitable equipment. 

E. Protect seeded areas from hot, dry weather or drying winds by applying compost mulch or peat mulch 
within 24 hours after completing seeding operations.  Soak areas, scatter mulch uniformly to a thickness of 
3/16 inch, and roll surface smooth. 
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3.3 TURF MAINTENANCE 

A. Maintain and establish turf by watering, fertilizing, weeding, mowing, trimming, replanting, and performing 
other operations as required to establish healthy, viable turf.  Roll, regrade, and replant bare or eroded 
areas and remulch to produce a uniformly smooth turf.  Provide materials and installation the same as 
those used in the original installation. 

B. Mow turf as soon as soil can support mowing equipment and turf is present.  Repeat mowing weekly and 
height appropriate for species without cutting more than 1/3 of grass height.  Remove no more than 1/3 of 
grass-leaf growth in initial or subsequent mowings. 

C. Apply pesticides and other chemical products and biological control agents in accordance with authorities 
having jurisdiction and manufacturer's written recommendations.  Coordinate applications with Owner's 
operations and others in proximity to the Work.  Notify Owner before each application is performed. 

3.4 SATISFACTORY TURF 

A. Turf installations shall meet the following criteria as determined by Architect: 

1. Satisfactory Seeded Turf:  At end of maintenance period, a healthy, uniform, close stand of grass 
has been established, free of weeds and surface irregularities, with coverage exceeding 90 percent 
over any 10 sq. ft. and bare spots not exceeding 3 by 3 inches. 

B. Use specified materials to reestablish turf that does not comply with requirements and continue 
maintenance until turf is satisfactory. 

END OF SECTION 32 9200 


	PART 1 -  GENERAL
	1.1 SUMMARY
	A. Section Includes:
	1. Seeding.


	1.2 DEFINITIONS
	A. Finish Grade:  Elevation of finished surface of planting soil.
	B. Manufactured Topsoil:  Soil produced off-site by homogeneously blending mineral soils or sand with stabilized organic soil amendments to produce topsoil or planting soil.
	C. Planting Soil:  Standardized topsoil; existing, native surface topsoil; existing, in-place surface soil; imported topsoil; or manufactured topsoil that is modified with soil amendments and perhaps fertilizers to produce a soil mixture best for plan...
	D. Subgrade:  Surface or elevation of subsoil remaining after excavation is complete, or top surface of a fill or backfill before planting soil is placed.
	E. Subsoil:  All soil beneath the topsoil layer of the soil profile, and typified by the lack of organic matter and soil organisms.
	F. Surface Soil:  Whatever soil is present at the top layer of the existing soil profile at the Project site.  In undisturbed areas, the surface soil is typically topsoil, but in disturbed areas such as urban environments, the surface soil can be subs...

	1.3 SUBMITTALS
	A. Product Data:  For each type of product indicated.
	B. Seed Mix

	1.4 QUALITY ASSURANCE
	A. Installer's Field Supervision:  Require Installer to maintain an experienced full-time supervisor on Project site when work is in progress.

	1.5 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING
	A. Seed and Other Packaged Materials:  Deliver packaged materials in original, unopened containers showing weight, certified analysis, name and address of manufacturer, and indication of conformance with state and federal laws, as applicable.

	1.6 MAINTENANCE SERVICE
	A. Initial Turf Maintenance Service:  Provide full maintenance by skilled employees of landscape Installer.  Maintain as required in Part 3.  Begin maintenance immediately after each area is planted and continue until acceptable turf is established bu...
	1. Seeded or Sodded Turf:  60 days from date of planting completion.
	a. When initial maintenance period has not elapsed before end of planting season, or if turf is not fully established, continue maintenance during next planting season.



	PART 2 -  PRODUCTS
	2.1 SEED
	A. Grass Seed:  Fresh, clean, dry, new-crop seed complying with AOSA's "Journal of Seed Technology; Rules for Testing Seeds" for purity and germination tolerances.
	B. Turfgrass seed and seed mixtures to be determined by the owner based on site conditions and turf uses.

	2.2 FERTILIZERS
	A. Commercial Fertilizer:  Anderson's Starter Fertilizer 21-22-04 with .08% Mesotrione herbicide (trade name Tenacity). This fertilizer/herbicide combination is for use on Kentucky bluegrass, ryegrass, tall fescue, and fine fescue (creeping red fescue...
	1. Composition:  Mesotrione (trade name Tenacity), referred to as an HPPD inhibitor.


	2.3 TOPSOIL
	1. Topsoil:  ASTM D 5268 topsoil, with pH range of 5.5 to 7, a minimum of 5 percent organic material content.  Verify suitability of soil to produce viable planting soil.  Clean soil of roots, plants, sod, stones, clods, clay lumps, pockets of coarse ...

	2.4 MULCHES
	A. Straw Mulch:  Provide air-dry, clean, mildew- and 99% seed-free, salt hay or threshed straw of wheat, rye, oats, or barley with tack.

	PART 3 -  EXECUTION
	3.1 TURF AREA PREPARATION
	A. Newly Graded Subgrades:  Loosen subgrade to a minimum depth of 8 inches.  Remove stones larger than 1 inch in any dimension and sticks, roots, rubbish, and other extraneous matter and legally dispose of them off Owner's property.
	1. Spread topsoil to a depth of 6 inches but not less than required to meet finish grades after light rolling and natural settlement.  Do not spread if planting soil or subgrade is frozen, muddy, or excessively wet.

	B. Finish Grading:  Grade planting areas to a smooth, uniform surface plane with loose, uniformly fine texture.  Grade to within plus or minus 1/2 inch of finish elevation.  Roll and rake, remove ridges, and fill depressions to meet finish grades.  Li...
	C. Moisten prepared area before planting if soil is dry.  Water thoroughly and allow surface to dry before planting.  Do not create muddy soil.
	D. Before planting, obtain Architect's acceptance of finish grading; restore planting areas if eroded or otherwise disturbed after finish grading.

	3.2 SEEDING
	A. Do not broadcast or drop seed when wind velocity exceeds 5 mph.  Evenly distribute seed by sowing equal quantities in two directions at right angles to each other.  Do not seed against existing trees.  Limit extent of seed to outside edge of planti...
	B. Sow seed at a total rate of 6 lb/1000 sq. ft.
	C. Rake seed lightly into top 1/8 inch of soil, roll lightly, and water with fine spray.
	D. Protect seeded areas with slopes not exceeding 1:6 by spreading straw mulch.    Spread by hand, blower, or other suitable equipment.
	E. Protect seeded areas from hot, dry weather or drying winds by applying compost mulch or peat mulch within 24 hours after completing seeding operations.  Soak areas, scatter mulch uniformly to a thickness of 3/16 inch, and roll surface smooth.

	3.3 TURF MAINTENANCE
	A. Maintain and establish turf by watering, fertilizing, weeding, mowing, trimming, replanting, and performing other operations as required to establish healthy, viable turf.  Roll, regrade, and replant bare or eroded areas and remulch to produce a un...
	B. Mow turf as soon as soil can support mowing equipment and turf is present.  Repeat mowing weekly and height appropriate for species without cutting more than 1/3 of grass height.  Remove no more than 1/3 of grass-leaf growth in initial or subsequen...
	C. Apply pesticides and other chemical products and biological control agents in accordance with authorities having jurisdiction and manufacturer's written recommendations.  Coordinate applications with Owner's operations and others in proximity to th...

	3.4 SATISFACTORY TURF
	A. Turf installations shall meet the following criteria as determined by Architect:
	1. Satisfactory Seeded Turf:  At end of maintenance period, a healthy, uniform, close stand of grass has been established, free of weeds and surface irregularities, with coverage exceeding 90 percent over any 10 sq. ft. and bare spots not exceeding 3 ...

	B. Use specified materials to reestablish turf that does not comply with requirements and continue maintenance until turf is satisfactory.


