
History Graduate Student Organization
General Meeting
7 November 2006

6:30pm
Roadhouse Restaurant

Minutes

Officers Present: Cristina Moody, Joshua Schier, Jonathan Thurn, David Zwart.
Members Present: Krista Anderson, Brian Becker, Elise Boneau, Emilie Bruce, Rachel Graf, 

Keena Graham, Stacey Moore, Andrew Peim, David Shoup.

I. The meeting came to order. The agenda and previous meeting minutes were distributed and 
accepted without amendment.

II. Old Business.

A. Spring Speaker Invitation. The secretary reported that Prof. Simon has contacted the 
selected candidate, Dr. David Nirenberg, whether he would be willing to give a talk 
here during the Spring semester, but has not received a response as of yet. The 
membership agreed by common assent to give Dr. Nirenberg a few more weeks to 
respond.

B. The “Save East Campus” letter was tabled.

III. Committee Reports

A. Faculty. David Z. passed around the Graduate Activities Report form the Graduate 
Studies Committee will use to evaluate graduate students. He reported that midterm 
grades have been submitted, commending Emilie B. as one of only three instructors 
to do so in the department. In addition, David Z. mentioned that Prof. Faires won the 
2006 Historical Society of Michigan Award and the 2006 Independent Publisher 
Book Award for her book, Jewish Life in the Industrial Promised Land, 1855-2005.  
Finally, he reported that instead of hiring an Eastern historian for next semester and a 
medieval historian for next year, the department will hire a world historian for next 
semester and possibly next year.

B. Graduate Studies. Joshua S. reported that the committee discussed funding for all 
graduate assistant positions, but that there have been no decisions as of yet. The 
committee is trying to increase funding to 4 to 5 years for doctoral students and to 
reword the award letter to promise the same—not merely on a year-by-year basis. 
There is a concern that some positions may be lost. In addition to funding, Joshua S. 
mentioned that the committee will consider teaching assistant workloads. Please 
contact him with any feedback on workload. David Z. suggested that the committee 
allow doctoral students move from the Instructor of Record position to the Teaching 
Assistant one when they are studying for comprehensive exams.



C. Undergraduate Studies. Elise B. reported that the committee is considering 290 
requirements and passed around a handout listing the ones proposed.

D. Events. Keena G. reported that the department holiday party will be held Friday, 
December 8, from 4:30pm to 6:30pm at the Gilmore Theatre Atrium. It will also be 
Prof. Stone's retirement party.

E. Research. Travis Bruce was not present to report.

F. David S. reported that GSAC is meeting this Friday.

IV. Financial Reports. 

A. Cristina M. repeated the confusion some department staff have had considering the 
soda sales. The program is ongoing and the executive committee recognizes that 
some graduate students keep a balance of credit in the jar so they may collect cans of 
soda without having to dig for change on each occasion and believes that the current 
honor system is working.

B. In addition, Cristina M. reminded the membership that not everyone has paid their 
dues.

C. Finally, Cristina M. reported that HGSO will submit the request to GFAC for $500 in 
operating expenses.

V. Events. 

A. David Z. reminded the membership that Prof. Heasley will hold a book discussion on 
Friday, November 17, from noon to 2pm in the Political Science Library. She 
requested that participants read the introduction and one section of the book in 
preparation.

B. Emilie B. proposed that HGSO sponsor a showing of La Couleur du Sacrifice, 
directed by Mourad Boucif, and passed around a handout describing the movie which 
examines French-colonized Morocco during World War II as a rethinking of French 
National Memory. The French Film Festival will be held March 14-18, 2007. David 
Z. motioned, Joshua S. seconded, that HGSO pursue this showing. The secretary 
voiced concern over finding funding for the event. The motion passed.

VI. Other.

A. David Z. announced that he has been elected president of the Teaching Assistants 
Union and is resigning as president of HGSO. As recorded earlier, Joshua S. becomes 
president according to the organization's constitution. Stacey Moore volunteered to 
take the vacant position of treasurer. The executive committee gave its approval.



B. Joshua S. requested that members submit ideas for a date and location for the end-of-
year party. Elise B. volunteered her home. The secretary suggested Thursday, 
December 14.

The meeting adjourned at 7:05pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jonathan Thurn
Secretary


