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Agenda 

•  Review of Livability 
•  Overview of Project 
•  Project Results 
•  Q & A 



 

Livability 
A National Partnership 



Livability Principles 
1.  Provide more transportation choices 
2.  Expand location- and energy-efficient 

housing choices 
3.  Improve the economic competitiveness of 

neighborhoods 
4.  Target Federal funding toward existing 

communities 
5.  Align Federal policies and funding 
6.  Enhance the unique characteristics of all 

communities 



Project Goal 
Determine whether or 
not “livability” had 
moved from the 
national perspective 
to the state 
perspective, as far as 
DOTs are concerned. 



Project Tasks 
•  Review State DOT websites to learn if the DOT 

has a definition of “livability” or “livable 
community.”  

•  If so, further review for details of the definition, 
and if principles are being implemented.  

•  Finally, determine whether or not progress on 
implementing livability principles and goals is 
being tracked or measured. 



States Defining Livability 

25 3 Note: Definition 
similar to “livability”   



Livability - Themes 

•  57% of definitions mention public health 
and safety. 

•  54% note economic development and 
access to good jobs. 

•  50% include references to “transportation 
options” or “transportation choices”, or 
may mention “multimodal” options. 



Livability - Alaska  

Livability is connecting the quality and 
location of transportation facilities with 
broader community values such as access 
to good jobs, affordable housing and 
transportation choices.  



Livability - Connecticut 

Livable communities, meaning that 
neighborhoods are physically and socially 
more desirable places to live. 



Livability - Iowa  
A livable community has a well-connected 
transportation network with many 
transportation choices and better facilities, 
which in turn provides access to quality jobs, 
housing, schools 
and other  
amenities. 



Sustainability - Illinois 

Sustainable transportation may be defined 
as transportation impacts that are so low 
that they no longer provide reason for 
concern about people’s health or the natural 
environment. In addition, sustainable 
transportation strategies help achieve the 
planning objectives of improving the 
economic and social well-being. 



Sustainability - Missouri 

Sustainability is the act of balancing the 
environmental, community and economic 
needs of the man-made and natural 
environments in which we live for present 
and future generations. 



Implementation 
Primarily implemented through: 
• Policies (complete streets, context sensitive 
solutions)   
• Plans/Projects (road diets, bike lanes, trails)  
• Advisory Committees (bike/ped 
committees, transit and             sustainability 
committees) 



Measuring Progress 

•  Four states: California, District of 
Columbia, Massachusetts and Washington 
have performance measures. 

•  Measurement can be specific: reduction in 
VMT, miles of bike paths created. 

•  Measurement can be general: degree to 
which vision is achieved, level of 
satisfaction with projects. 



Conclusions 
“A rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet”  -William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet 
 •  Why haven’t states (23 of 50) adopted 

this term? 
•  Does it matter what we call “livability” as 

long as we achieve its principles? 

•  Are we going to be discussing 
“infrastructure” and not “transportation” 
or “livability”? 



Questions? 


