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May 12, 2015

Dear Western Michigan Trustee:

The attached memorandum was unanimously approved by the Board of
Directors of the Asylum Lake Preservation Association (ALPA) on Tuesday, May
5th. The product of a great deal of thought and discussion, it represents careful
consideration of the important aspects of the process of development of the
Colony Farm Orchard (CFO) and the community's involvement in that process.

As stated in the memo, ALPA is willing to be involved as the plans develop
in any way that will be helpful to the goals of ensuring both minimal harm to the
Preserve and ecological imbalance to the CFO property itself. We feel that
community input throughout the process is the best way of working toward those
goals. We would be happy to have a committee of individuals from ALPA who are
knowledgeable about the area meet with the persons guiding the process for the
University.

Communications can be sent to Donna Tellam, at djtellam@charter.net, or
to Lauri Holmes, at lauriholmes@gmail.com. Thank you for your consideration of
this important issue.

Sincerely,

Donna J. Tellam, President

Asylum Lake Preservation Association



Asylum Lake'Presen'ation Association

May 5, 2015

To: The Board of Trustees, Western Michigan University

From The Board of Directors: Asylum Lake Preservation Association
Re: Development of the Colony Farm Orchard Property

This memorandum reflects our concerns about the internal and external aspects of the
process of developing the CFO property, and our wish that the extended community
will be involved as the development process proceeds.

I. The internal aspects of the property:

B. In order to maintain ecological balance as much as possible,
development should be concentrated in as few areas as possible, and in the areas
which are already disturbed.

land as part of the State Hospital. This would honor the memory and the work of the
Welborn brothers in establishing significant park land for the community.



2. The impact of development of the property on the surrounding area

The main importance of the CFO property in relation to the surrounding area is its
significance for the Asylum Lake Preserve:

A. The CFO now acts as a buffer from US 131. Itis important that the
property be developed so that maximum protection is maintained for the Asylum Lake
Preserve.

B. Runoff from the area should be managed so that it does not cause
significant harm to Asylum Lake and the watershed of the Preserve area.

C. The connectivity with the Preserve should be taken into consideration,
so that there are trees at the eastern edge of the property to provide connection for
the birds and animals with the Preserve area.

D. We have two unfortunate examples of the negative impact of recent
development on adjacent areas: the leveling of the original wooded area at the corner
of Drake and Stadium by American Village Builders, and the building of the
Rubbermaid facility up against the historic Gibbs House on Parkview Avenue. In view

Conclusion

It is vitally important to the Asylum Lake Preservation Association that the
development of the Colony Farm Orchard property be conducted with continuing input
from those in the community who understand and valye the ecology of this
undeveloped space. We hope that, as WMy develops this land, a strong partnership
with the community will be developed and maintained throughout any process.

The Asylum Lake Preservation Association is ready to assist in any way possible in
such a collaborative effort, Specifically, given the unfortunate experiences of the past,
we would like to be included in the process of developing the plans, not just having a
chance to review them once they have been developed. Being included in the process
from the beginning, ALPA’s knowledge and experience, as well as that of other
community members, would greatly enrich the resulting plans and make them more
widely accepted in the community.



