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GIST RESPONDS TO GLOBAL CRISIS
It is certainly
no news that
the coronavirus pandemic disrupted the
spring 2020
Data map produced by Director Susan Pozo to show consemester for
firmed coronavirus cases per million population. Dark green
millions of
indicates the lowest values, orange indicates the highest valuniversity
ues. Data sourced from the WHO and UN.
students,
faculty, and
staff across the globe. In response, the global and international studies program has wasted no time in developing
course offerings that aim to address, assess, and better understand the global implications of such a pandemic. Professors
across the WMU curriculum will be contributing to a new GIST
1100 one-credit, special topics course titled "Pandemics Now
and Then" offered summer II. Views from psychology, biology,
environmental science, economics, anthropology, history and
more will help us understand COVID-19 from a multidisciplinary and global perspective. A fall honor's college section of
GIST 3500 titled "COVID-19: Pandemic Responses" is also on
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Fall 2020 Events

FROM THE DIRECTOR:
Dear GIST Friends,
The COVID-19 pandemic
demonstrates the dire
need for people
schooled in global problems and who can approach them from an
interdisciplinary perspective. With a shortened
semester, we have fewer
events to report on. But
we have you covered for
collaborative events this
summer. Watch out for
our invitation to join faculty and students in Netflix parties with viewing
selections relevant to
our passions.
Stay safe, Susan Pozo
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Congrats, Grads!

WESTERN WORLDWIDE

SPRING/SUMMER

Research Brief Series
In our February research brief, "Performer-Audience Connections," Dr. Cynthia Running-Johnson (World
Languages and Literatures-French; pictured below, right) and Dr. Elise DeCamp (Institute for Intercultural
and Anthropological Studies-Anthropology; pictured below, left) joined forces to discuss the dynamics of
theater and comedy performers and their audiences, respectively. Dr. Running-Johnson dove into her field
research examining how the theatrical preparation process (e.g., rehearsals, line repetition and experimentation, director style and choices etc.) created meaning in both the literary text and the performative
dimension of French theater. Dr. DeCamp discussed her work studying
comedy clubs in the midwestern United States, being particularly interested in audience reactions and comedians' approaches to handling sensitive issues such as race. Furthermore, she discussed how
stand-up comedy has been and can be used as an effective strategy
for communicating messages of social justice.

Faculty Abroad Series
"Hong Kong Update: Unresolved": Dr. Thomas Kostrzewa (GIST; pictured left) discussed the unsettling and complex trajectory of demonstrations in Hong Kong regarding their strained relationship with mainland China. He also conveyed recent information about
the Coronavirus in relation to the global economy
and health concerns before it reached the U.S.
Students in attendance at Dr. K's talk.

Presidential Cabinet Visits GIST
The Global and International Studies program was recently
visited by WMU's President Edward Montgomery and several members of his cabinet. During their brief visit, they
experienced a mini demonstration of our global tea event
series, an expose on a GIST student's service learning experience at a refugee camp in Greece, and updates on GIST's
Global Data Center.
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the books.

Global and International Studies seniorJessica Ruth Poling (pictured below) was born in Kalamazoo, MI. She is also completing minors in Spanish and Economics. Jessica is GIST’s Presidential
Scholar awardee for this year. In 2018-2019, she served as Vice President of Student Government.
Currently she is interning for Colleagues International
and has reported having a wonderful experience expanding her worldview and learning more about different organizations in Kalamazoo and throughout the
world. The interview has been edited for length and
clarity.
FIRDAUSEE: Do you feel you have made an impact so
far? What is your favorite aspect of having served as
Student Government Vice President?
POLING: Measuring impact is always challenging, but I

do think that I was able to create change on campus,
even if it wasn’t extreme. My favorite aspect of being in
WSA was working with administrators and seeing the
dedication that WSA cabinet members and senators
have to WMU and their fellow students.
F: What’s one thing you want the broader WMU audience to know about Western Michigan University?

P: WMU administrators and staff are working tirelessly to support our students. Although every
decision may not agree with all of us, I firmly believe that a majority of our employees are dedicated to improving conditions for WMU students and the community as a whole.
F: What are your plans after graduation?

P: I will be completing a Masters in Evaluation, Measurement ,and Research at WMU and working
as a graduate assistant in the Office of Institutional Effectiveness.
F: How do you feel graduating during these times and the support you have received?

P: My time at WMU was a whirlwind of emotions but I am extremely grateful for the support I received and opportunities I was given. I want to give a special thanks to Dr. Thomas Kostrzewa, Dr.
Susan Pozo, Dr. Jennifer Bott and Kala Willette. I could not have done this without the support of
my parents, family, and friends and owe all of my successes to my supportive community.
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New Latinx and Latin American Studies Minor
Many students have expressed the desire to learn more
about Latinx communities in the US and abroad. The GIST
program is pleased to roll out the new Latinx and Latin
American Studies minor fall 2020. The minor provides students with interdisciplinary perspectives on the social, economic and political realities that shape and connect Latinx
and Latin American communities which are deeply linked in
their history, languages, people and cultures.
Photo: Students Alana Diaz (left; Master's in Comparative Religion candidate) and Marshall Kim (right; President of the
Latino Student Alliance) participating in a working group on Latinx identity in the U.S. today during fall 2019.

New Graduate Assistant
The GIST program would like to welcome Tasleem Firdausee (pictured right), our graduate assistant for the
Spring 2020 semester. Tasleem is a graduate student in the
Department of Comparative Religion and helped with various programs throughout the semester.

Congrats, Spring and Summer 2020 GIST graduates!
Spring 2020

Summer 2020

Majors

Minors

Majors

Minors

Manpreet Chauhan
Dana Foster
Pamela Gudobba
Rebeca Jimenez
Katie Kozlowski
Melanie Leary
Jessica Poling
Marisa Weller

Annika Barnard
Maddie Burda
Tyler Deuel
Adam Golden-Canute
Nathaly Gonzales Marcano
Antwon Hayes
Zoe Jackson
Rebecca Loser
Maida Medar
Tristan Ricardo
Turner Slaughter

Yasmeen Alqahtani
Yanto Assuk
Jonathan Lucas
Mariamawit Mamo
Alexander Merry
Yurina Takahashi

Madison Flynn
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