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Advance Notice—2019 Congress

54th International Congress on Medieval Studies
May 9–12, 2019

YOUR ACTION

If you want to organize a session or sessions: work through the appropriate organization and its 
representatives for a place as a Sponsored Session, OR propose a Special Session or Sessions. The deadline 
for session proposals—including sessions of papers, demonstrations, panel discussions, performances, poster 
sessions, practica, roundtables, and workshops—is June 1. By the end of June the Committee will have 
chosen its slate for inclusion in the call for papers posted on the Congress website in July.

If you want to give a paper: consult the call for papers published in the Congress website and determine 
whether a Sponsored or a Special Session may be hospitable to a proposal. Send a paper proposal to the 
contact person as soon as you can, but no later than September 15, OR submit your proposal directly to the 
Congress Committee for consideration for inclusion in a General Session.

TIMING, EFFICIENCY, FAIRNESS

Planning for sessions at the next year’s Congress should be well under way at each Congress as attendees 
interact and exchange ideas. The efficient organizer generally tries to line up speakers as soon as possible. 
Sessions that are “open” on June 2 may be closing or closed at any point along the timeline to the September 
15 deadline. The organizer or the person proposing a paper who waits until the last minute may be very 
disappointed, failing to build a promising session or to place a paper, respectively.

ABSOLUTE DEADLINES

For organizers of Sponsored and Special Sessions:
June 1, 2018: organizers propose sessions—including sessions of papers, panel discussions, roundtables, 
poster sessions, workshops, demonstrations, and performances—to the Congress Committee
October 1, 2018: organizers submit session information online through WMU’s Digital Commons 
(ScholarWorks at WMU), with revisions permitted until October 15

For General Sessions:
September 15, 2018: individuals who wish to present papers send proposals to the Congress Committee at 
the Medieval Institute

Find the online session proposal form at wmich.edu/medievalcongress/submissions.
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53rd International Congress on Medieval Studies
May 10–13, 2018

Corrigenda

THURSDAY, MAY 10

Thursday, May 10, 10:00–11:30 a.m. Sessions

8  Early Medieval History. Dana M. Polanichka, Wheaton College, will preside.

10  Beowulf. The paper by Nicholas Dalbey has been withdrawn.

14  Book Transmission across the Mediterranean. This session is canceled. The paper by Sharon Silzell 
has been moved to Session 174 (Friday, 10:00 a.m.).

16  Studies in the Hêliand. The name of the second speaker is Micheal G. Johnson.

32  From Intolerance to Inclusion: Intersections between Teaching and Research of Persecution in the 
Middle Ages. This session is canceled.
 

34  Old French Literature I. The paper by James Terry has been wthdrawn.

35  The Thirteenth Century. This session is now titled “The Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries.” The 
paper by Mehdi Berriah has been withdrawn. This session now includes “For the Work of Her Trade: 
The Material Culture of Women’s Work in Medieval Catalonia,” by Sarah Ifft Decker, Indiana Univ.–
Bloomington (moved from Session 490, which is canceled).

36  Joan of Arc and the Law. The title of Gail Orgelfinger’s paper is now “A Juribus Evangelico: Joan of Arc, 
the Gospels, and Saint Jerome.”

37  Troubadour Crossover (A Roundtable). The paper by Gianluca Valenti has been withdrawn.

45  Teaching and Research: Encouraging Creative Cross-Pollination in the Classroom (A Roundtable). 
D. Thomas Hanks, Jr., will not participate.

Thursday, May 10, 1:30–3:00 p.m. Sessions

57 The Fairie Queene. The paper by Tristan Samuk has been withdrawn.

59  Immigration and Migration. The paper by Vincent Garin has been withdrawn.
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73  Ecocritical Responses to Anchoritism. Michael Sargent, Queens College, CUNY, will preside.

86  The Animal in Medieval Romance I: The Animal as Friend. The paper by Ilan Mitchell-Smith has 
been withdrawn.

93  The Shaping of Medieval Pilgrim Experience. Louise Hampson, Centre for the Study of Christianity 
and Culture, Univ. of York, will preside.
 

Thursday, May 10, 3:30–5:00 p.m. Sessions

100  De-centering the Romanesque II. The paper by Ravinder S. Binning has been withdrawn.

114  Travels, Contacts, and Changes in Worldviews and Diplomacy in Eurasia during the Pax 
Mongolica. The paper by Nancy S. Steinhardt has been withdrawn.

115  Oral Tactics of Medieval Outlaw Literature. Dean A. Hoffman’s affiliation is Deep Education 
Institute.

120  New Directions in Anchoritic Studies (A Roundtable). Susannah Chewning will not participate.

124  Philosophical Themes and Issues in Malory’s Morte Darthur. The paper by D. Thomas Hanks, Jr., 
has been withdrawn.

132  Seeing Red, Wearing Green: Cultures of Vengeance and the Code of Chivalry. The paper by Alice 
Stamataki has been withdrawn.

138  Bodies, Bones, and Burial: Death in Early Medieval Texts and Culture II. The paper by Catrine L. 
Jarman has been withdrawn.

Thursday, May 10, 7:30–9:00 p.m. Sessions

149  Writing the Human/Animal Continuum in the Middle Ages. The paper by Bert Beynen has been 
withdrawn.

153  Theorizing the Problematic Medievalisms of Dungeons & Dragons and Popular Fantasy 
Narrative (A Panel Discussion). There will be a substitute presider,

155  Good Eats: The Culture, Politics and Materiality of Food in the Middle Ages. The paper by 
Martha Bayless has been withdrawn.

156  Shakespeare at Kalamazoo Lecture. Carole Levin, Univ. of Nebraska–Lincoln, will preside.
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FRIDAY, MAY 11

Friday, May 11, 10:00–11:30 a.m. Sessions

161 Staging Politics: Tyranny, Repression, and Unrest in Medieval Plays. This session is canceled.

169  Premodern Plants (A Roundtable). Gillian Rudd will not participate.

174  Middle Eastern Magic, Iconography, and the Written Word. The papers by Pavel Basharin and 
Christopher Braun have been withdrawn. This session includes “Turning Pages: The Impact of Christian 
Gospel Codices on the Aesthetics of Eighth- and Ninth-Century Qur’an Manuscripts” by Sharon Silzell, 
Univ. of Arkansas–Monticello, which has been moved from Session 14.

175  Dominicans versus Franciscans: Light in the Architecture of the Mendicant Orders and Its 
Influence on Modernity. This session is canceled.

181  Fifteenth-Century Christianity. Robert L. J. Shaw, Independent Scholar, will preside.

182  Late Medieval History. The papers by Joanna Wojtkowiak and Jamie McCandless have been 
withdrawn.

184  Bishop Anthony Bek: Diplomat, Politician, Man of Faith? This session is canceled.

196  Monasticism. The paper by Peter Bovenmyer has been withdrawn.

197  Monstrosity. Aidan M. Holtan is the winner of the Thomas Ohlgren Award for Best Graduate 
Student Essay in Medieval and Renaissance Studies.

199  Medieval Collections (A Roundtable). This session takes place in Schneider 2335.

200  A Man’s Mary: Male Devotion to the Virgin Mary in the Later Middle Ages. The paper by Travis 
Neel has been withdrawn.

202  Church in the City: Ecclesiastical Power and Urban Government in Medieval Italy (Tenth–
Thirteenth Centuries). The paper by Gianmarco de Angelis has been withdrawn.

209  Teaching Chaucer Out Loud: Rethinking Approaches, Methods, Ideologies (A Roundtable). Alan 
Baragona will not participate.

216  Rethinking the Coverage Model in the History of English Language Course (A Roundtable). 
Hanno Beck will not participate.
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Friday, May 11, 1:30–3:00 p.m. Sessions

224  Arthurian Sanctuaries. The paper by David Rollo has been withdrawn.

231 Animal Studies I. The title of Danielle Alesi’s paper is now “Le Plus Merveilleux: The Renaissance 
Crocodile at the Intersection between Discovery and Collection.” The paper by Ilya Dines has been withdrawn.

234  Aquinas and His Reception. The paper by Paolo Santori has been withdrawn.

236  Encountering Muhammad in the Medieval West. Thomas Burman will not participate.

245  Medieval Voyages: Into the Unknown. This session takes place in Schneider 1255. The title of Tzu-
Yu Liu’s paper is “The Travels of Merlin-the-Lupart to the Londe of the Wolf in the Prose Merlin.”

247  Real and Imagined Histories: Medieval, Early Modern, and Modern Appeals to the Iberian Past I. 
Nasser Meerkhan’s affiliation is now Univ. of California–Berkeley.

254  Structures of Order in Medieval Science I: Experience and Authorities. The title of Nicola Polloni’s 
paper is now “Expanding Matter: Cosmologies of Light in Artephius and Grosseteste.”

257  Narrative Geographies of Medieval Architecture I: Movement in Space. The title of Cindy Wood’s 
paper is “Cage Chantries and Geography of English Medieval Church.”

260  Migration, Disease, and Diet: Bioarchaeological Approaches to Medieval Studies Using 
Biomolecular and Biogeochemical Analyses. The papers by Patrick Geary and Mario Novak have been 
withdrawn.

272  Justice Gone Awry in Medieval Art and Culture. The paper by Jennifer Wollock has been withdrawn.

Friday, May 11, 3:30–5:00 p.m. Sessions

295  Legal History. The paper by James Morton has been withdrawn.

301 Narrating Violence in the Global Middle Ages (A Roundtable). This session is canceled.

305  Real and Imagined Histories: Medieval, Early Modern, and Modern Appeals to the Iberian Past 
II. The paper by Marcelo E. Fuentes has been withdrawn.

318  Alfonso X’s Libro de los juegos: Big Results from Small Data. The paper by Ulrich Schädler has 
been withdrawn.

323  Personalization in Manuscripts and Printed Books: Ownership Marks, Annotations, 
Emendations. The paper by Astrid Khoo has been withdrawn.
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325  Early Medieval Europe III: Real and Rhetorical Bodies. The paper by Emilie Perez has been 
withdrawn.

328  New Voices in Medieval History. Robert F. Berkhofer III, Western Michigan Univ., will preside.

334  Theologies of Medieval Monastic Life. The title of Klaus Wollenberg’s paper is “In Search of 
Excellence: Universities and Bavarian-Franconian Cistercians up to the Middle of the Sixteenth Century.”

Friday, May 11, Evening Activities

401  Advocacy and Resistance (A Roundtable). This session has been moved to Friday, 7:30 p.m., in 
Fetzer 1045.

SATURDAY, MAY 12

Saturday, May 12, 10:00–11:30 a.m. Sessions

344  “This Unpolished Embryo”: New Ideas in Sidney Studies. The paper by Kathryn DeZur has been 
withdrawn.

348  Medievalism, Racism, and the Academy (A Roundtable). Ilan Mitchell-Smith will not participate.

361 Reclaiming the Dead and the Undead. This session is canceled.

365  Medievalists without Borders: Cooperative Projects on Popular Culture in Islamic and Christian 
Lands (A Roundtable). Sharon C. Smith and Paul A. Broyles will not participate.

381  The Long Twelfth Century. This session takes place in Schneider 2335. Robert F. Berkhofer III, 
Western Michigan Univ., will preside.

383  Other Monasticisms I. Robert L. J. Shaw is an independent scholar.

390  Futures in Early Medieval Archipelagic Studies (A Roundtable). Roderick McDonald will not 
participate.

Saturday, May 12, 1:30–3:00 p.m. Sessions

401  Advocacy and Resistance (A Roundtable). This session has been moved to Friday, 7:30 p.m., in 
Fetzer 1045.

411  Dante Studies II: Corporeality, Materiality, Sin, and Suppression in the Divine Comedy. The 
paper by Colleen S. Harris has been withdrawn.
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413  Performing Medieval Proverbs. Susan E. Deskis, Northern Illinois Univ., will preside.

417  Past, Present, Future: Medieval Monsters and Their Afterlives I. The title of Tirumular Narayanan’s 
paper is “A Rapacious Daemon in King Arthur’s Court: Re-designating Merlin as a Demonic Rapist in 
Arthuriana.”

420  Werewolf? There, Wolf I. The paper by Kaitlin Leathers has been withdrawn.

428  Redefining Nation and Nationalism: A Post-Nineteenth-Century Approach for a Modern 
Medieval Studies. The paper by Ralph J. Patrello has been withdrawn.

431  Order and Interpretation I: New Insights into Liturgy, Texts, and Law in Memory of Roger E. 
Reynolds (1936–2014). The paper by Bibiana Vergine has been withdrawn. Charles Hilken, Saint Mary’s 
College, will preside.

432  Behind the Bishop’s Back: The Middle and the Lower Clergy in Late Antiquity I: Clerics, 
Women, and Problems. The paper  by Nicholas Wheeler has been withdrawn.

438  Working Mothers Medieval/Modern (A Roundtable). Nicole Sidhu will not participate.

Saturday, May 12, 3:30–5:00 p.m. Sessions

448  Teaching King of Tars: Addressing Race and Religion (A Panel Discussion). This session has been 
moved to Fetzer 1005.

460  Archbishop Wulfstan of York. The name of the first speaker is Chelsea Shields-Más.

463  Dante Studies III: Theological, Historical, and Pedagogical Contexts. The paper by Hans Boersma 
has been withdrawn.

472  Werewolf? There, Wolf II. The paper by Jessica Monteith-Chachuat has been withdrawn.

480  The Construction of “Cultural Landscapes” in Medieval Images and Texts. The paper by Luis 
Ferro has been withdrawn.

483  Order and Interpretation II: New Insights into Liturgy and Law in the Beneventan Zone in 
Memory of Roger E. Reynolds (1936–2014). The paper by Richard Gyug has been withdrawn.

484  Behind the Bishop’s Back: The Middle and the Lower Clergy in Late Antiquity II: Hierarchy, 
Clerics, and Monks. The paper by Jerzy Szafranowski has been withdrawn.

487  New Research on Parish Church Art and Architecture in England and on the Continent, 1100–
1600 II. This session takes place in  Schneider 2345.
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489  Translating Sacred Bodies. Patrick Geary will not participate.

490  Gender and Material Culture. This session is canceled. The paper by Sarah Ifft Decker has been 
moved to Session 35 (Thursday, 10:00 a.m.).

SUNDAY, MAY 13

Sunday, May 13, 8:30–10:00 a.m. Sessions

501  Medievalism: A Manifesto (A Panel Discussion). Alexandra Garner will not participate.

506  Cistercian Exempla: Their Use, Rewritings, and Parallels. This session is canceled.

507  Teaching Medieval Studies with/without Objects and Collections (A Roundtable). David Gura 
will not participate.

520  Memory: Public Display and Material Evidences I. Vincent Debiais’s affiliation is CRH-AHLoMA 
(EHESS/CNRS), Paris. The name of the first speaker is Raphaël Demès, whose affiliation is Univ. de 
Bourgogne Franche-Comté. María Marcos Cobaleda’s affiliation is Univ. de Málaga.

522  Generalship: In the Field and from the Armchair. This session is canceled.

526  Medieval Prosopography. The paper by Sally Spong has been withdrawn.

Sunday, May 13, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 noon Sessions

528  Something Not So Fearful: Historians of the Middle Ages Explore the “Religious Turn.” This 
session is canceled.

538 Observing or Breaking the Rules: Material Culture and Heterodoxy among Low Medieval 
Southern European Religious Women. The paper by Mercedes Pérez Vidal has been withdrawn.

542  Law and Legal Culture in Anglo-Saxon England II. Jay Gates, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
CUNY, will preside.

546  Memory: Public Display and Material Evidences II. Vincent Debiais’s affiliation is CRH-AHLoMA 
(EHESS/CNRS), Paris.

552  Pauline Stafford’s Queens, Concubines, and Dowagers Thirty-Five Years Later (A Roundtable). 
Sally Spong will not participate.

12:00 noon The business meeting of the Great Lakes Adiban Society takes place in Valley 3 Stinson Lounge.



EXHIBITORS

Exhibiting but not listed in the program:
•	 Arc Humanities Press
•	 Editions Paradigme
•	 Emmaus Academic
•	 Franciscan University Press
•	 JSTOR
•	 Nodens Books
•	 Routledge, Taylor & Francis Grp
•	 Vivarium Books

Listed in the program but not exhibiting is W. W. Norton.

NOTICE
Some, but not all, of the University’s pedestrian signage is reliable. Please consult the maps in your Congress 
program and available through the mobile app.

SCREENINGS

The Lady of the Mercians
Wednesday, May 9

5:30 p.m.
Bernhard East Ballroom

(take the Western Heights shuttle from Congress registration)

Alfred of Wessex
Thursday, May 10

5:30 p.m.
Fetzer 1005

The Lady of the Mercians
Friday, May 11

5:30 p.m.
Fetzer 1005

Aethelstan: The First King of England
Saturday, May 12

5:30 p.m.
Fetzer 1010



The 2019 Otto Gründler Book Prize

Western Michigan University announces the twenty-third Otto Gründler Book Prize to be awarded 
in May 2019 at the 54th International Congress on Medieval Studies.

The Prize, instituted by Dr. Diether H. Haenicke, then President of Western Michigan University, 
honored and now memorializes Professor Gründler for his distinguished service to the University 
and his lifelong dedication to the international community of medievalists. It consists of an award 
of $1,000.00 to the author of a book or monograph in any area of medieval studies that is judged by 
the selection committee to be an outstanding contribution to its field. 

ELIGIBILITY
Authors from any country are eligible. The book or monograph may 
be in any of the standard scholarly languages. To be eligible for the 
2019 prize the book or monograph must have been published in 
2017.

NOMINATIONS

Readers or publishers may nominate books. Letters of nomination, 
2–4 pages in length, should include sufficient detail and rationale so 
as to assist the committee in its deliberations. Supporting materials 
should make the case for the award. Readers’ reports, if appropriate, 
and other letters attesting to the significance of the work would be 
helpful.

SUBMISSION

Send letters of nomination and any supporting material by Nov. 1, 2018, to:

	 Secretary, Gründler Book Prize Committee
	 The Medieval Institute
	 Western Michigan University
	 1903 W. Michigan Avenue
	 Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5432



Reception of the Classics in the Middle Ages Lecture
First annual lecture at the Congress on a topic pertaining to 

the reception of the culture of classical antiquity in medieval Europe

“The Classics and After: What’s Still To Be Revealed?”

Marjorie Curry Woods
Univ. of Texas–Austin

with a response by Christopher Baswell

Session 145
Thursday, May 10

7:30 p.m.
Fetzer 1005

endowed in memory of Archibald Cason Edwards, Senior, and Sarah Stanley Gordon Edwards


